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Reinventing Eglar’s Punjabi Village: Contemporary Role of Land Ownership for Biradery
System and Social Status at Mohla in Gujrat, Pakistan
Dr. Abdul Qadar 1

Abstract
This paper investigates process of social change in a village with a comparative analysis of Zekiye
Eglar’s (fieldwork since 1948 to 1953) study in when village life was mainly dependent upon land.
The role of land as a source of economic self-sustenance and as a marker of one’s resultant social
standing is debated in the paper to understand social change. Land’s role as a determinant of
one’s socio-cultural position as zamindars (land owners) or kammis (artisan castes) has been seen
between the inherited understanding of the importance of land and the present socio-economic
realities. The study proposes a departure from traditional over-stated importance of land
ownership for its economic and social significance. It is proposed that role of land in the village
cannot be taken anymore as sole determinant, which enables only those who own it as zamindars
and as a constraint for those who lack (kammis) its ownership. However, social importance of
land as an agent of one’s position has also been proposed to alternate with diversity in professional
means of the people. These means may vary from reliance on foreign remittances, government
jobs, personal businesses and overall diversification of means of earnings. Thus, the village life is
proposed to be understood with main focus on diverse factors, which are redefining the earlier
significance of traditional role of land where new economic classes are reasserting their new
identities.
Key words: Punjabi village, Land ownership, Biradry, Social change

Assistant Professor, National University of Medical Sciences
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Introduction
Contemporary scale of change in societies, from traditional to modern, is an established fact. The
scale and forms of this change though have been debated yet they lack a contextualized
understanding of the same where traditional societies warrant a grounded understanding. Likewise,
Punjabi society is also undergoing a rapid change with different manifestations across the society.
This process of change in society and its impact upon the culture stimulates to understand the
Punjabi society from specific reference to its present forms of land ownership in relation with
historical importance of the land. The emergence of a peculiar socio-economic structure of a
society and role of land as a marker of one’s position in relation with land gave birth to early
attributes like 12th century ‘Indian feudalism’ and categorization of people during ‘Delhi sultanate’
in relation with land2. Furthermore, the role of land has emerged as a strong factor for patterns of
mobility3, for colonial state craft in South Asia in general and Punjab in particular4, which is
believed to have stayed equally stronger in Pakistan’s Punjab5. Historically, society in Punjab has
grown in such a way that land’s significance has been not only of an economic guarantor but it has
also been important for socio-cultural status of certain zamindar biraderies (endogamous groups)
and kammi biraderies. Therefore, the ownership of land as the main determinant has led to division
of Punjab in two broad categories of zamindars (land owners) and kammis (landless artisan castes).
Importantly, as the Punjabi society exists today, the trends, which led to the contemporary
composition of the Punjabi society, need further elaboration in the light of a pioneer study by

Irfan Habib, “Agrarian Economy,” in The Cambridge Economic History of India: C. 1200-c. 1750, ed. Tapan
Raychaudhuri and Irfan Habib, vol. 1 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1982), 48–75.
3
Irfan Habib, “A NOTE ON MEDIEVAL JATT IMMIGRATION IN THE PUNJAB,” in Proceedings of the Indian History
Congress, vol. 43 (Indian History Congress, 1982), 342–50.
4
David Gilmartin, Blood and Water: The Indus River Basin in Modern History (Oakland, California: Univ of California
Press, 2015); David Gilmartin, “Environmental History, Biradari, and the Making of Pakistani Punjab,” in Punjab
Reconsidered: History, Culture, and Practice, ed. Anshu Malhotra and Farina Mir (New Delhi: Oxford University
Press, 2012), 283–319; Peter Robb, “Land and Society: The Britsih ’Transformation in India,” in Rural India: Land,
Power and Society under Britihs Rule, ed. Peter Robb (London: Curzon Press, 1983), 1–22; Imran Ali, The Punjab
Under Imperialism: 1885-1947 (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2003).
5
Mazhar Abbas et al., “A Study on Historical Development of Landownership and Landed Aristocracy in Pakistan,”
Pacific Rim Property Research Journal 22, no. 3 (September 1, 2016): 217–30,
https://doi.org/10.1080/14445921.2016.1235756; Aasim Sajjad Akhtar, “The State as Landlord in Pakistani Punjab:
Peasant Struggles on the Okara Military Farms,” The Journal of Peasant Studies 33, no. 3 (July 1, 2006): 479–501,
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150601063058; Saghir Ahmad, Class and Power in a Punjabi Village (Monthly
Review Press, 1977); Saghir Ahmad, “Social Stratification in a Punjabi Village,” Contributions to Indian Sociology 4,
no. 1 (1970): 105–25, https://doi.org/10.1177/006996677000400107.
2

5

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

Zekiye Eglar6. Eglar’s study is of significance not only from the analysis of economic aspect of
land, but her understanding of social relations as dependent upon land makes her study more
important. For example, her analysis of institutional framework of ‘vartan bhanji’ (mutual
exchange of gifts) is directly relevant to see the social role of land in the village. She defines
‘vartan bhanji’ as “an exchange of gifts and also refers to gifts so exchanged” for her it also
“denotes the relationship between people established through this exchange”7. The book tries to
explore the interdependence of a village community as determined by mutual understanding of
‘social capital’ here in the book called as ‘prestige or izzat’8. Moreover, Eglar also conceptualizes
the positions of individuals based upon their categorization, which was again mainly determined
by one’s ownership of land. For Eglar, “ownership of land is dividing line between zamindars and
kammis” and she feels “the interest of both is centered on the land”9. Putting all these factors
together Eglar’s discussion leads to understanding of the social and economic capital in the village
mainly attached with land at her time of study. Her scope of analysis does not only take ownership
of the land as important, but she is of the view that size and quality of land are also important
factor among the zamindars and it is the basis on which social status is measured.
Eglar’s scheme of analysis is helpful to understand contemporary village life in its holistic settings
because her ethnography is inclusive of role of land, biradery, caste, religion, seasons, land
cultivation, honour, prestige, social dependence through the concept of formal practices of ‘vartan
bhanji’ and the economy of the village. As general structure of Punjabi society has been discussed,
similarly, this book (2010) can better be understood by seeing the trends of land distribution among
certain categories of people and the consequent role of land ownership patterns at the village.
Different authors have debated social implications of these trends of land ownership in Punjab
mainly in mutual relationship of zamindar and kammi 10. Moreover, the existing significance of

6

Zekiye Eglar, A Punjabi Village in Pakistan: Perspectives on Community, Land, and Economy (Karachi: Oxford
University Press, 2010).
7
Eglar. p, 119.
8
Eglar. p, 61.
9
Eglar. p, 59.
10
Ahmad, Class and Power in a Punjabi Village; Muhammad Azam Chaudhary, Justice in Practice: Legal
Ethnography of a Pakistani Punjabi Village (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 1999).
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land ownership patterns has also been debated in contemporary political processes like voting
behavior11 and the role of landed elite in politics through patronage12.
This paper intends to add to the debates about change in a Punjabi village in Pakistan because there
is marked difference in the Mohla of Eglar’s time and the contemporary one. I argue on the basis
of my participant observation at the village (2014 to date) that forces of economic restructuring
and change in social status demand Eglar’s study to be reinvestigated. Thus, the above given
background portrays the earlier vitality of land in the village life, but the modern relationship
between land and society in the present context is of direct concern in given evidence of
contemporary change in Pakistan in general in a Punjabi village in particular13.
Village Profile
This study, is based on an anthropological fieldwork (participant observation) since March 2014
to date at Mohla14, the same village where Zekiye Eglar did her study. The village is situated eight
kilometers south-west of Gujrat city on Grand Trunk (GT) road. Administratively, Mohla is
considered one unit but physically the village is divided into two villages of Mohla Kalaan
commonly known as Mohla wadda (big) and Mohla Khurd as Mohla laenda (Mohla west). Both
these villages are separated by almost five acres of land, most of which is owned by Chaudhery
Pervaiz of Mohla Kalaan who owns most of the land in both the villages. According to the 2015
voters list, there are more than 1600 registered voters from both of the villages. Originally, Mohla
Kalaan was located almost two acres away from the western side of the Grand Trunk road.
However, with the passage of time, the village has expanded to the Grand Trunk road by
construction of a line of shops (in the village known as market) and two hotels on either side of
the road. Mohla Khurd, the second village, is situated in the north of Mohla Kalaan. The road
linking Mohla Kalaan with Grand Trunk road also connects Mohla Kalaan with Mohla Khurd. The

Shandana Khan Mohmand, “Patrons, Brothers and Landlords: Competing for the Vote in Rural Pakistan.” (PhD
dissertation, Sussex, University of Sussex, 2011).
12
Stephen M. Lyon, An Anthropological Analysis of Local Politics and Patronage in a Pakistani Village. (Lampeter:
Edwin Mellen Press, 2004); Stephen M. Lyon, Political Kinship in Pakistan: Descent, Marriage, and Government
Stability (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2019).
13
Mohammad Abdul Qadeer, Pakistan Social and Cultural Transformations in a Muslim Nation (New York:
Routledge, 2006); Akbar S. Zaidi, Issues in Pakistan Economy: A Political Economy Perspective, 3rd ed. (Karachi:
Oxford University Press, 2015).
14
The term Mohla would be used when both villages of Mohla Kalaan and Mohla Khurd are referred.
11
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village division may be understood through the following main categories of zamindars
(landholding castes) and kammi (landless artisan) castes.
Zamindars
Here the term zamindar is not limited to only those who own land, but it also includes those Jatt
families who have no ownership of land at present but they are recognized as descendants of Jatt
zamindars. Presently, only Jatts own agricultural land in the village. The Cheema and Warraich
are two goths (sub-caste) who are considered as ‘true’ land owners of the village, because they
own the land inherited from their male lineage. The Cheema family led by Chaudhary Pervez owns
most of the land as a single family in possession of the largest tract of land, but Warraichs are the
leading goth of Jatt biradery in terms of number and land ownership in Gujrat tehsil. On the other
hand, there are some families within Jatt biraderi, like Chattha, Bajwa, Sandhu and Tarar, who
are clearly separated as the ones who inherited the land from their mother and are always referred
as nanki dheri wale (those who own the land from mother). Besides the above referred land owning
zamindar families, Janjua and Hanjra families do not own land but are considered among Jatt
biradery as two goths of Jatts.
Kammis:
Kammi is a term used in a derogatory way for landless artisan castes. As discussed in introduction
that significance of land has been one of the most important resource in Punjab, therefore, the
landless castes were dependent upon the land owners. An important social practice in this regard
has been of seyp system, in which kammis used to offer their services to zamindars in exchange of
cash or crops. However, at present, contrary to Eglar’s times kammi as a category are not dependent
upon zamindars of Mohla. The kammi biraderies have established their own means and sources
for economic self-sustenance. However, to name the kammi biraderies, there are different kammi
families, which refer to themselves now as separate biraderies. For example, Julaha (weaver),
Kumhaar (potter), Mochi (cobbler), Nai (barber), Maachhi (water carrier), Musalli (sweeper) and
Deendar (newly converted Muslims belonging to groups of Choorrhas - one of the most
derogatory terms used mostly for Musallis) are considered as distinct kammi biraderies with the
exception of Deendars. Deendars are said to be the latest converts to Islam and believed to be still

8
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impure because they do not follow Islam properly according to definition of common people of
Mohla.
Today’s Mohla and the Role of Biradery
Biradery has been seen differently by different authors in terms of its imagined roles and the
practical forms it has taken on ground. Originally, for Hamza Alvi “biradery” means that “it refers
to ‘brotherhood’, the word birader being cognate with ‘brother’”

15

. I see in this paper such an

analogy as co-constructed about biraderi and role of land ownership where claims of imaginatively
common ancestor are taken as a case of extended brotherhood. This study aims to advance such
an understanding of the biraderi when debates about socio-economic changes in rural Punjab are
required to be explored at the village level. Thus, in this study, in understanding of biradery in a
changing socio-economic structure of the rural Punjabi society argues for a newer
conceptualization about the traditional understanding of village structure. The significance and
importance of biradery has remained important factor in the socio-cultural settings of Punjabi rural
society. This ownership of land itself gave birth to a society which was organized on the basis of
dependence upon land either as an owner or as dependent upon the land owner in case if one did
not own it. So, a society was born, whose needs and requirements could be only fulfilled in its
given mode of dominance of one segment of society (zamindars) through incorporation of the
landless class known as kammis or “specialized worker”16. This understanding in its earlier
importance upon the basis of structurally determined positions now becomes difficult because its
primary actors like land, family and biradry are themselves in transition.
For zamindars, at Mohla there are only two categories of zamindars and kammis. However, kammi
biraderies are of the view that this separation is no more relevant to the village structure because
they see themselves as distinct biraderies within themselves i.e. Julahas, Nais, Mochis and
Musallis etc. On the other hand, for zamindars the real spirit of difference on the basis of historical
construction of social status they see the competition among zamindars of exclusive nature.
Moreover, when it comes to economic capital and its role in social status then kammis are also an

Hamza Alvi, “The Two Biraderies: Kinship in Rural West Punjab,” in Muslim Communities of South Asia: Culture,
Society, and Power, ed. T. N. Madan, Revised and Enlarged (New Delhi: Manohar (in association with) Book Review
Literary Trust, 1995), p, 4.
16
Ahmad, Class and Power in a Punjabi Village. P, 4.
15
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important player in present village structure because certain kammi households are financially
stronger than many zamindar households. Such competition is clearly visible on similar practices
in the marriage ceremonies and death rituals which were once associated with zamindar families
like dowry giving to the daughter, serving guests at death rituals, and hosting the guests at one’s
own baithak (guest house within the house which marks exclusive space for mainly male use)
unlike earlier trend to host all guests at the Chaudhery’s dera (exclusive male guest house coupled
with host’s social standing). This understanding of the competition, is essential to locate the real
change in the village. Such unpacking of fixed understanding about the village is important to
understand why every kammi biraderi sees itself as an independent biraderi now. For example, all
the Nai households are considered as Nai biradery, likewise the rest of kammi castes like Julahas,
Kumhaars, Mochis and Musallis consider themselves as respective biraderies. This matter of
different perceptions about oneself and the other in the division of zamindar and kammi is helpful
to understand the logic behind vartan bhanji practices in the village. Such an analysis displays
social status and newly acquired economic position, which marks important assertion of new
identity formation for the kammi biraderies also.
This mutual interaction also gave birth to a society, where biradery as a brotherhood was realized
on the basis of family lineage, incorporating mostly patrilineal descent. Though at earlier times
(Eglar’s presence) village distribution in terms of caste was more in terms of its general
categorization either as ‘zamindars’ or ‘kammis’ now this understanding seems to lose its
relevance. Therefore, today’s Mohla cannot be categorized only like Eglar’s categorization of the
village in terms of only ‘zamindar’ and ‘kammi’ presence. It feels more realistic to employ some
alternative possibilities for people to be categorized in terms of their standing in the village. The
insufficiency of the existing frames does not mean that the relationship between the people who
own land and those who do not own, is antagonistic, but the variation within the positions is visible
and self-speaking. People of Mohla are quite clear that role of land has changed not only as a
source of economic self-sustenance but it has also been reduced in its scope when it comes to
define social status. Muhammad Aurang Zeb Mughal rightly reminds that “scarcity of land for
residential or agricultural purposes in many villages has in recent decades given rise to

10
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occupational change from agriculture towards cash-based economy”17. This convinces me that
such shift is actually the beginning of self-definition for kammi castes when they recognize
themselves as distinct biradery. I am also using here caste for kammis due to the representation of
their own choice agiants the perception as passive and dependent on zamindars. However, I use
biradery for kammis when my intention is to argue for their current self-articulation as independent
members of socio-economic structure of the village.
Thus, the change in social position of the kammi castes, also changes the larger socio-cultural
scenario. Julaha caste now known as ansari is considered as one of the most educated castes in
the village. Some members of their biradery have been teachers, now a doctor and some in other
government jobs like clerk or constable in Punjab police, which shows that the traditional sense of
word Julaha associated with the khaddi (domestic arrangement for weaving) may be misleading
at the moment. The earlier sense of the word Julaha associated with khaddi also conveys its sense
of dependence upon the zamindar through seyp, which is not the case at present times.
Furthermore, this may be inappropriate to take for granted the traditional sense of the word Musalli
as the one who used to clean the house and dera of the chaudhery, because now the people of this
caste introduce themselves as Muslim sheikh. The word of Muslim sheikh is used by them because
the word Musalli entails a burden of their passive and dependent position, which is no more
applicable to their changing socio-economic position. For example, one Musalli member is
practicing as medical doctor in the village besides one retired army major, one lecturer, one as
milkman and some members of the biradery working abroad in middle east.
Earlier, significance of biradery in village was more pronounced due to the limited penetration of
technology and not so much excessive use of money in the lives people. So, the resultant
dependence upon human hands was necessary to meet the demand of time. This whole context
requires an interpretation of the daily matters, how marriages were organized, what were the
procedures to be followed as a biradery for participating in a marriage or to go to pay condolences
to any of the members of the biradery. This relation with historical imaginaries is important for
zamindar elders because they find the historical evidence of socio-economic standing of

Muhammad Aurang Zeb Mughal, “Domestic Space and Socio-Spatial Relationships in Rural Pakistan
Domestic Space and Socio-Spatial Relationships in Rural Pakistan,” South Asia Research 35, no. 2 (2015): p, 214,
https://doi.org/10.1177/0262728015581287.
17
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themselves as the stronger one. Their most visible argumentation in this debate is based the use of
money which was not so much important and the biradery as a whole was considered responsible
for the conduct of its affairs for its collective image. Resultantly, zamindars used to have upper
hand in conduct and perception of themselves against the dependent kammis. As a case in point,
one of the jatt zamindars remembered that at earlier times when the daughter of a ghareeb bhiraa
(poor brother) was married, it was taken as a responsibility for all tabbars (household) of biradery
to help the family of girl because the girl was Pind di dhee (daughter of the village). These affairs
were taken as a collective responsibility unlike its shrinking domain at present times. He further
added that such help could come only from zamindars because kammis were not in position to help
economically. Though he recognized the important role of kammis in managing administrative
affairs i.e. cooking, invitation to guests, hosting the baraat (a celebratory procession with groom
to the bride’s home) and walima (lunch from the groom’s family after the day of baraat) but all of
these services were part of seyp. Interestingly, when kammis are asked about the same questions
and their understanding of the historical role of biraderies in such practices, their response is
normally of trivialization of these historical practices as irrelevant or unimportant.
To sum up, understanding about biradery in present context for kammis should be taken as a result
of the diversification in sources of earning and for zamindars historical relation with land must be
taken as an important source of socio-economic structure of the village. It is argued that traditional
sense of village in terms of dividing people in binary biraderies (zamindars and kammis) seems to
have limited relevance. However, symbolic significance of the role of land still remains important
for understanding social status not only on the basis of historical imaginaries but how the current
economic diversification is important in village life.
Locating Contemporary Sense of Social Status in the Village
There is no doubt about the speed with which human societies are changing and similarly a Punjabi
village is changing rapidly in its relationship with land. The attendant consequences of the same
entail the sense of biradery also undergoing a transformation in its basic tenets. A village has an
enduring relationship with social precepts of its relationship with one’s ‘position’ in the society
either as individual or in the collective sphere as tabbar, kumba or biradry as overlapping concepts.
These positions either as biraderies or individuals with certain positions and roles themselves carry
certain ‘obligations’ and ‘prerogatives’ with them. The prerogatives can better be understood
12
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through different attributes in society like izzat (prestige), ghairat (honour), rutba (position) and
chaudhar (standing as an elder in the community). The word izzat can better be understood through
its functional definition given by Azam Chaudhary, who is of the view that “izzat is actually the
way individuals are assessed”18.
The concepts of izzat, ghairat and chaudhar are ‘relational’, which depend upon material and nonmaterial sources. At present, material sources of izzat and chaudhar are first of all money
preferably earned from abroad, land ownership to show the lineage as khandani (superior lineage)
and jobs either in government sector or private sector, but government job is preferred due to
access to government offices. For non-material sources, attending the village affairs with sharafat
(nobleness) like good ‘vartan bhanji’ or len den (mutual dealings) and the descent or the reference
of one’s parents is still important part of one’s introduction. The above given notions of material
and non-material sources must not be taken as self-contradictory because the village is in the
process of changes in some of the traditional markers of Zekiye Eglar’s Punjabi village. However,
one important reminder in this scenario is that all these processes do not mean that there is
complete transformation in traditional village practices. Therefore, these patterns of change and
their relationship with historical understanding must be analyzed diachronically, when social
change is inclusively analysed.
Indeed, land has remained an important factor in determining and even in maintaining
one’s social status in the village. However, at present it does not remain as significant as it used to
be. Those symbols which were related with land like dealing in things for things mainly secured
from land, have shifted mostly to cash. For example, there is no Nai practicing seyp with zamindars
or among fellow kammis. On the other hand, two Musalli brothers are running a hair salon in the
first shop of market from GT road to Mohla Kalaan. When asked about opting the profession of
Nais, the elder brother responded that at present, the needs and aspirations of the people have also
crossed the boundaries of village. This trend has led to gradual shift of the village from lesser use
of money to increased dependence on cash. The increasing monetization of domestic affairs has
given birth to new sources in the village, which further lead to new meanings to notions of izzat
and chaudhar etc. For example, government jobs by some members from Kammi biraderies

18

Chaudhary, Justice in Practice. P, 66.
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enhance social status. Eldest brother from one of the strong Julaha families shared with the author
that if people from kammi biraderies are earning independent of zamindars then it is their right to
assert their independent positions. For the said Julaha member, it is interesting to note that now
there is competition mainly in terms of money, its symbols, influence and authority gained and
practiced with its help. He was of the view that because land does not remain only source of earning
money, therefore, traditional understanding of social status should also be thought anew. The
Julaha member is himself an advocate now and he gave example of another advocate from Nai
family having significant influence in Tehsil bar association. The Julaha advocate shared with me
that why is it important to revisit the basic notions of zamindars and kammis because in today’s
Mohla an advocate from Nai family is the one who files nomination papers in local bodies elections
of village’s Chaudhery.
Another important source of social status is the trend not only at Mohla but this trend is also quite
visible at larger level where people from Gujrat and its adjoining districts of Jehlum, Mandi
Bahaudin and Gujranwala go to Middle East, Europe and North America (USA & Canada) in large
numbers for work. Though there is visible tendency that zamindars happen to reach in larger
numbers to Europe and North America yet kammis also have been able to earn quite well in certain
cases. In this regard an important arena of competition is about who manages to go to which
country and how much one manages to earn and which job is important in terms of social capital.
One zamindar elder from Mohla Khurd was of the opinion that this trend to go abroad for work
has been both helpful and devastating for social and economic structure of the village. The elder
gave a pertinent example about the deteriorating condition of zamindars because the land which
used to be sole source of village economy has been replaced with an onslaught of economic
competition. He made it clear in the presence of two of his friends from kammi biraderies that he
does not wish that kammis remain his dependents but for him this monetization of everything is
problematic. He asked us to think (group of people present) about what people are competing now
when competition is to compete in terms of affording to pay highest fee for sending children to the
most expensive English medium schools. Then after schooling, for the elder, people compete to
send their sons and daughters to universities in cities like Lahore and Islamabad. The elder was of
the view that people do compete now for social status but its practices and positions of competitors
have changed significantly. Therefore, it would not be an exaggeration to claim that mainstay of

14
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social status has also shifted from traditional sensibility of Eglar’s times to sources and new forms
of avenues for the people of Mohla.
In the light of above given brief discussion, it can be said that present role and influence of the
traditional sources like land ownership and biradery has been largely compromised with the newly
emergent factors like remittances, education, jobs or businesses. This relationship has become twoway process because now the land ownership and biradery system are not the only factors, which
completely define social status. On the other hand, newly defined sense of social status has also
deep influence on the patterns of land ownership or upon the biradery system as a social status.
Conclusion
The changing dynamics and their speed in the given socio-cultural milieu of Mohla lends credence
to certain questions about historical imaginaries of the village and recent evidence of change in the
same. The diversity of changing economic forces and their resultant forms are strong enough to
mark a shift in the influence of the traditional factors i.e. land and biradery system. These primary
traditional factors like land ownership and biradery system, as studied cannot assume central
position in the village life in coming times. Land ownership still remains cherished among all the
village people, but the shrinking size of it does not allow its ownership across the society.
Furthermore, the ownership, if renegotiated from zamindars to non-zamindars would not be any
more related to its traditional symbols of status and prestige in the village life. It is expected and
mutually agreed perception among the village people that land does not remain significant for
agricultural purposes due to its very size, but it has already started assuming commercial value.
This increasing reliance upon money and diversification of professional options itself is already
playing significant role in social structure of the village. It seems that increased monetization has
already divested biradery of its many functions and village people can see it accelerating in the
coming days and resulting in new formations of social status.
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Legality of Us Operations and Drone Attacks in Pakistan: A Study of Us Drone Attacks
and Osama Bin Laden Raid in Pakistan
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Abstract
Between 2004 and 2018, the United States has carried out more than four hundred (400) drone
attacks on the territory of Pakistan, in which more than 3,000 individuals have been killed,
including terror suspects, civilians, women and children. Drones are unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) that carry missiles. These vehicles are controlled distantly and are able to carry out
precision strikes against targets. These attacks represent use of force by one state on the territory
of another state, which is a violation of the principles of non-aggression, territorial integrity and
political independence of states. This paper examines the legality of US drone attacks and other
cross border military or counter terrorism operations against Pakistan in the light of the rules of
international law on the use of force. The paper specifically inquires whether or not self-defense
is available to states against the non-state actors (NSAs) in the context of transnational terrorism.
It also examines the legality of these attacks in the context of responsibility of states in preventing
and combating terrorism, to see whether Pakistan has violated any duties under the international
law that entitles the US to violate its sovereignty and project lethal military force into its territory.
Keywords: Drone Attacks, Unilateralism, War on Terrorism, Pak-US Relations
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Introduction
Use of force or aggression is prohibited under both customary and conventional international law.
Similarly, reprisals are also unlawful. The international law enjoins settling disputes among states
through diplomatic and peaceful means. However, there is one except to this general ban on the
use of military force by one state against another. And that exception is self-defense. A state is
allowed to respond with military force if it is under an armed attack to neutralize and repulse that
attack. No other justification for use of force is available under the international law on the use of
force, also known as jus ad bellum.
As the US has taken the plea that, it is engaged in a global war on terror with Al-Qaeda because
of the 9/11 attack, it is permitted to target and kills Al-Qaeda leaders, its members and affiliates
anywhere in the world in self-defense to prevent further attacks. The paper also examines the
legality of these killings in the light of international law of armed conflict, also known as jus in
bello, or international humanitarian law (IHL). Lastly, as these attacks have killed terror suspects
as well as civilians, the paper also examines whether they meet the basic requirements of
international human rights law, which holds human life as sacred and does not allow execution or
killing of people without fair and transparent legal proceedings.
The paper concludes that the drone attacks and cross border military operations by the US
(including the OBL raid) on the territory of Pakistan are not covered under jus ad bellum, are
inconsistent with jus in bello, and do not take adequate precautions to meet the requirements of
international human rights law.
The United States (US) has carried out hundreds of missile attacks inside Pakistan’s erstwhile
FATA (Federally Administrated Tribal Areas), targeting Al-Qaeda, the Afghan Taliban regime
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and terrorists of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan19 (TTP). The missiles are fired from unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), commonly known as ‘drones’20 that have killed some ninety (90) Al-Qaeda and
Taliban leaders21 and a few hundred civilians, including women and children. The US and NATO
forces in Afghanistan have also conducted cross-border military raids and covert missions into
Pakistan, killing civilians and members of Pakistan’s military and police, in addition to eliminating
Al Qaeda chief, Osama bin Laden OBL).22 The context of this extra-territorial use of force is ‘the
horrific 9/11 attack.’23
Since 2002, the use of drones has been a prime weapon of choice for the US in its counter-terrorism
operations outside its own territorial jurisdiction. These counter-terrorism operations also known
as US drone campaigns have been launched in Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia and Libya. So far, a total
of 5,657 drone attacks have been launched in the four above-named countries,24 in which the
number of perished persons has been roughly estimated between 6,800 and 9,200. The first ever
successful attack took place in Yemen in the year 2002. On Sunday, November 3, 2002, a hell-fire
missile fired from a Predator drone killed Al-Harithi, who was considered responsible for the 2000
terrorist attack on the USS Cole. The attack killed 17 US sailors and wounded another 39. AlHarithi was traveling through the Marib province of Yemen in a Sedan with five other men. They
all perished in the attack. Since then, the US has consistently pursued its policy of targeted killing

It literally means ‘Movement of Pakistani Taliban.’ It consists of a cluster of Pashtun tribes united principally to
resist the Pakistani government for its support to Coalition forces in Afghanistan; its activities are mainly focused
within Pakistan, but it is also believed to be promoting fighting across the border with US and NATO forces in
Afghanistan as well as providing support and sanctuary to Afghan Taliban and the run-away Al-Qaeda leadership.
20
For a definition, history and capabilities of drones see ‘The Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and
Associated Terms 579, Joint Publication 1-02, April 12, 2001 (amended Oct. 17, 2008)’. Peter W. Singer, Robots at
War: The New Battlefield, Wilkinson Q., winter 2009; R. J. Vogel, ‘Drone Warfare and the Law of Armed Conflict’
(2010-2011), 39 Denv. J. Int'l L. & Pol'y 101, at 104
21
Dana Priest, ‘Surveillance Operation in Pakistan Located and Killed Al Qaeda Official.’ Washington Post
(15.04.2005), <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A60743-2005May15.html> accessed on
11.14.2021; ‘Al-Qaeda number three 'killed by CIA spy plane' in Pakistan’, Telegraph (04.12.2005)
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/pakistan/1504718/Al-Qaeda-number-three-killed-byCIA-spy-plane-in-Pakistan.html > accessed on 11.04.2021
22
See section 1.1 infra
23
Harold Hongju Koh, Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State, “The Obama Administration and International Law”,
Keynote Speech at the Annual Meeting of the ASIL, Washington, D.C., March 24, 2010,
<http://www.state.gov/s/l/releases/remarks/139119.htm>
24
According to the research carried out by the New America Foundation, the break-up of the drone attacks is as
follows: Pakistan: 414, Yemen: 374, Somalia: 263, and Libya: 4606. See data at <
https://www.newamerica.org/international-security/reports/americas-counterterrorism-wars/the-drone-war-inpakistan>.
19
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of terrorists, despite severe criticism from international law scholars and experts, and objections
and protests from the victim states on whose territory these attacks take place. Pakistan has
consistently conveyed, both publicly and diplomatically, its opposition to these attacks that violate
its sovereignty on the one hand and on the other hand kill innocent civilians.25
Relations between states are governed by the principles of equality, sovereignty and political
independence of each state. A state smallest in size and weakest in terms of military and economic
power is equally entitled to inviolability of its sovereignty and political independence. These
principles have been enshrined in the UN Charter, a multilateral treaty, signed by Member States,
making these principles binding on all states in the conduct of their relations with other states. Use
of force and threat of force stood in the center of international relations and foreign policy. States
are prohibited to use force as a tool of foreign policy, and for maintaining relations with other
states. This prohibition has emerged as a result of a universal opposition to war. The devastating
effects of the two great wars of the last century have convinced the international community that
war is essentially inhuman and creates more problems than solutions.
The 9/11 attack has threatened the customary international law regime on the use of force, as it
stood on that fateful day. The regime counts only states as the participants in the arena of
international relations, but the 9/11 attack has changed this view. This attack was neither planned
nor ordered or executed by a state, but was perpetrated by a bunch of terrorists who owed
allegiance to a transnational terrorist outfit, Al-Qaeda. The event marks a milestone in the history
of the rise and entry of non-state actors (NSAs) in international political milieu. The rise of NSAs
has set the international community thinking as to how to deal with them. The main challenge
emerges out of the fact that most of the NSAs operate on the territory of one state or another; they
do so mostly without the control and /or consent of the host state, and their actions harm other
states and their interests. When an injured state intends to act against an NSA, it has two options:
either it can request the host state to act against the NSA on its behalf, or allow access to the NSA,
or it acts directly against the NSA through its state organs or military force, bypassing the host

For Pakistan’s consistent objections, please see C. Christine Fair et al, “Pakistani Opposition to American Drone
Strikes”, Political Science Quarterly, 129 (2014)
25
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state. In case the second option is exercised, it involves violating the sovereignty of the host state,
which is against the peremptory norms of international law.
The situation is further complicated in the context of international terrorism. More questions arise
as to the nature of the terrorist attacks in the context of the law on the use of force. The customary
law allows states to use force only in self-defense in case of an armed attack, but the question
arises whether or not an act of terrorism can be interpreted as an armed attack that is a condition
for the exercise of the self-defense right. It is also unclear whether we treat terrorists as criminals,
as defined in criminal law and indict and prosecute them, offering them a fair trial, or we treat
them as warriors or combatants, as in the international law regulating armed conflict, and deal with
them as if they are enemy combatants engaged in war on a battlefield, where they can be targeted
and killed during the course of hostilities without the necessity of an arrest, prosecution and a fair
trial. Powerful states tend to eliminate their enemies by all means, with little or no regard to the
legal niceties, which is visible in the US actions post-9/11 attack. But, the questions of legitimacy
and legality of US counter-terrorism operations remain. This research paper seeks to answer the
questions of international law that arise out of the US drone attacks, and the OBL raid in Pakistan,
and determines whether these counter-terrorism operations are covered under the international law
on the use of force by states, international humanitarian law and international law on fundamental
human rights.
Setting the Context
It is evident from the previous section that the US interpreted the 9/11 attack as an armed attack
as mentioned in Article 51 of the UN Charter, and engaged her military allies in NATO and OAS
to put together a response, labelling its future counter-terrorism actions and operations as a form
of self defence. This very context extends to the US drone attacks and other operations in Pakistan.
These attacks engage questions of legality under international law on Jus ad Bellum and Jus in
Bello. Jus ad Bellum consists of rules of international law that govern the use of force between
states and provide guidance as to when it is legal to use such force, which is otherwaise disallowed
and illegal. On the other hand, Jus in Bello consists of rules of international law that govern how
to use military force during the course of an armed conflict. This research paper enquires whether
the use of military force by the US on or against the territory of Pakistan is lawful under the law
of jus ad bellum and jus in bello. The paper seeks to answer the following questions:
21
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Is the US extra-territorial use of force against terrorism suspects, perpetrators and non-state
actors in Pakistan consistent with the international law rules on the use of force as selfdefense?

(ii)

Is the targeted killing of these individuals justified in the context of an armed conflict and
whether or not it complies with the principles of targeting under International Humanitarian
Law (IHL)?26, and

(iii)

Do these killings ensure adequate protection of rights granted under the International
Human Rights (IHR) law?

The paper does not inquire into the moral and legal challenges to the use of drones as a tactic in
warfare.
Theoretical Perspective on Use of Force
Since 9/11, many books and articles have emerged, giving rise to a heated debate on the questions
surrounding use of force between states, especially in the context of terrorism and the attacks by
the NSAs. The customary international law on the subject, under the heat of international terrorism,
seems to be in a state of flux. States, scholars and experts stand divided because both transnational
terrorism and terrorist organizations operating against states as NSAs are a new phenomenon. The
debate in still inconclusive and continues, as is evident from the brief review of available literature
on the subject.
The US counterterrorism operations and attacks against terrorists in Pakistan, in the words of
Professor Murphy, “clearly implicate the jus ad bellum, as they entail one State projecting highly
coercive force into another State”27, and have to be justified under that law; otherwise, they “would
likely be regarded as violations of Article 2(4)” of the UN Charter.28
The US has not presented a full-blown legal case justifying its use of extra-territorial force on the
territory of Pakistan except for a brief explanation given by State Department’s Legal Advisor,
Harold Koh29 who invoked self-defense and said that “the use of unmanned aerial vehicles,
26

International Humanitarian Law also known as the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC)
Murphy, 11 supra, at 136
28
Ibid, at 118
29
Harold Hongju Koh, Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State, “The Obama Administration and International Law”,
Keynote Speech at the Annual Meeting of the ASIL, Washington, D.C., March 24, 2010,
<http://www.state.gov/s/l/releases/remarks/139119.htm>
27
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[complies] with all applicable law, including the laws of war.”30 According to Koh, the
considerations deciding the targeting are “the imminence of the threat, the sovereignty of the other
states involved, and the willingness and ability of those states to suppress the threat the target
poses.”31 Christine Gray makes a similar inference and avers that the “suggested legal basis seems
to be self-defence.”32
Another source where a legal basis for extra-territorial force can be discerned is the US national
security documents, particularly its 2002 National Security Strategy in which the US claims that
it is engaged in an armed conflict with Al-Qaeda and its allied groups, and that this conflict is
global in scope and international in nature. The US also claims a right to exercise a pre-emptive
self-defense. The purpose is to prevent an attack before it is launched. The Strategy says that “we
will not hesitate to act alone, if necessary, to exercise our right of self- defense by acting
preemptively against such terrorists” 33, because “we cannot let our enemies to strike first,” 34 with
the cooperation of the territorial states, or unilaterally.35 This right extends to the perpetrators of
9/11, their associates, and those who help or harbour them by providing sanctuary. Pakistan’s
FATA has been looked upon by the US as a sanctuary for Al Qaeda leadership. Destroying and
disabling these terrorist organizations of “global reach” is a priority for the US.36
Legal scholarship has discussed more pointedly the jus ad bellum justifications for these attacks.
Professor Sean D. Murphy justifies US attacks as self-defence in response to militant raids and
incursions from Pakistan into Afghanistan because Pakistan is unable or unwilling to stop those
incursions.37 Murphy posits that this self-defense can be used only against non-state actors
(NSAs) because the Pakistan government is not responsible for these attacks.38 However, he is
of the view that self-defense against members of Al Qaeda in Pakistan on the basis of 9/11
attacks does not allow “unilateral uses of force against a third State that was not implicated in

30

Ibid
Ibid, emphasis supplied
32
Christine D. Gray, ‘President Obama’s 2010 United States National Security Strategy and International Law on the
Use of Force’, 10 Chinese JIL (2011), 35–53, at 45
33
2002 US National Security Strategy (NSS), at 6, available at <http://www.whitehouse.gov>
34
2002 US NSS, at 15. This pre-emptive self-defense is a general strategic position of the US with regard to the use
of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), and the same position is extended to fight against terrorism.
35
Ibid, at 6
36
US NSS 2010, at 5, available at <http://www.whitehouse.gov>
37
Murphy, 11supra, at 130
38
ibid, at 132, emphasis supplied
31
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those attacks.”39 Another possible basis for US attacks against Pakistan could be the militant
incursions from Pakistan into Afghanistan. He argues that the attacks originating from Pakistan
do not individually reach the threshold of an armed attack as these can be classified better as
“frontier incidents”. But, their “cumulative effect” may be interpreted as an armed attack within
the meaning of the Charter.40 However, after arguing various possible justifications, he
concludes that “the jus ad bellum at present requires the United States” not to launch unilateral
attacks without Pakistani consent for neutralizing Al Qaeda.41
Scholars have also taken up the issue of non-state actors (NSAs), and have distinguished their
activities from that of the State itself on whose territory they are present. They do not directly hold
the territorial state responsible for acts of violence perpetrated by the NSAs but hold it responsible
for failing to act against them. M.N Schmitt justifies these cross border operations as “extraterritorial law-enforcement” when the territorial state is guilty of inaction against terrorists
operating from its territory.”42 Kenneth Anderson argues that the “proper international legal
rationale for targeted killing is self-defense, not combatancy.”43 Anderson subscribes to the Sofaer
Doctrine and proposes a very broad concept of inherent self-defense under which force can be
used against whoever is regarded responsible for illegal use of force, whether it is a state or a
group.44 Jordan J. Paust argues that “an armed attack by NSAs justifies response under Article
51”45, and when a state uses selective and proportionate self-defense force merely against an NSA,
this force is not an attack against the territorial state.46 Paust posits that drone attacks are not
directed against Pakistan; hence, they do not violate its sovereignty. This is a very interesting
interpretation of the concept of territoriality: it seems to develop a theory in which the territorial
integrity of a state is more of a concept than a physical reality. Paust seems to be saying that even
when the attacking state enters with force the territorial state but with the intention to target the
39

Ibid, at133
Ibid, at 125
41
Ibid, at 133
42
Michael N. Schmitt, ‘Responding to Transnational Terrorism under the Jus Ad Bellum: A Normative Framework,
56 Naval L. Rev. 2008, at 22, 27 (Schmitt borrows this concept from Professor Dinstein, see fn. 77)
43
Kenneth Anderson, ‘Targeted Killing in US Counterterrorism Strategy and Law, (2009) available at:
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1415070, at 18; Kenneth Anderson, ‘Predators Over Pakistan’, Weekly Standard (March
8, 2010), 26-34, available at <http://ssrn.com/abstract=1561229> at 34
44
Abraham D. Sofaer, Sixth Annual Waldemar A. Solf Lecture in International Law: Terrorism, the Law, and the
National Defense, 126 MIL. L. R. 89 (Fall 1989), at 117-118 quoted by Anderson, 52 supra, fn. 62
45
Jordan J. Paust, ‘Self Defense Targetings of Non State Actors and Permissibility of US Use of Drones in Pakistan’,
19 J. Transnat’l L. & Pol’y (2010), at 2
46
Ibid, at 23
40
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NSAs, and not the organs of the territorial state itself, its territorial integrity is not violated as it is
not as such intended. The idea is borrowed from the criminal law: in criminal law, sometimes, the
actus reus or the criminal act itself does not form criminal liability if mens rea or the criminal
intent is absent.
Chris Jenks also bases the legality of drone attacks on a broader, inherent right view of self-defense
arguing Pakistan’s unwillingness and inability to prevent prospective threats. His concept of selfdefense includes anticipatory and preventive self-defense against threats not fully formed yet.47
He also uses the unwilling or unable argument to justify territorial trespassing.48 Vogel bases the
jus ad bellum justification on US President’s domestic authorization to use force, against Al-Qaeda
globally.49 He further argues that “if Pakistan's territory is being used to continue the war against
the United States and its allies, and if Pakistan is unwilling or unable to contain the threat, then
strikes on targets in Pakistan do not violate Pakistan's right to territorial inviolability.” 50
Blank and Farley, instead of arguing self-defense, posit that the US drone campaign in Pakistan
constitutes ‘armed intervention’ in a non-international armed conflict (NIAC) between the
government of Pakistan and the TTP which consequently places the US in a NIAC with the TTP.
In both of these conflicts targeted killings are allowed strictly in accordance with the principles of
IHL.51
There can be discerned the following legal bases for these attacks, that are intended against the
NSAs only and not against Pakistan.
1. A limited right of self-defence against militant incursions from Pakistan into
Afghanistan, as Pakistan is unwilling or unable to stop them.
2. An expanded right of self-defence against terrorist harbours and safe havens inside
former FATA to neutralize the Al Qaeda threat, because there exists a transnational
armed conflict between the US and Al Qaeda.
These arguments implicate three areas of international law: law on the use of force including selfdefense; law on state responsibility for indirect aggression and terrorism, and law of armed

Chris Jenks, ‘Law from Above: Unmanned Aerial Systems, Use of Force, And the Law of Armed Conflict, North
Dakota Law Review, Vol. 85:649-671, 658-59, footnotes omitted
48
Ibid, 657
49
Vogel, 2 supra, at 130-32
50
Ibid, at 130-31, emphasis supplied
51
Blank & Farley: ‘Characterizing US Operations in Pakistan: Is the United States Engaged in An Armed Conflict?’
34 Fordham Int'l L.J. 151 2010-2011, 184
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conflict. Similarly, on the issue of OBL raid, there has been interesting debate among the
international law experts. Christian Schaller has penned an article looking at the legality of the
OBL raid under international law of both jus ad bellum, and jus in bello. He concludes that the
raid is legal both under the IHL and IHR, and that it does not violate the UN Charter either.52 On
the other hand, Mary Ellen O’Connell, a leading professor and expert of international law seriously
questions the legality of drone attacks and the OBL raid in Pakistan.53 The following chapters will
survey and assess the international law rules and principles applicable to US drone attacks and
cross border operations in Pakistan to find answers to research questions.
Lethal attacks by NSAs, against any State, when not attributable to the host State, do not, of their
own accord, constitute “an armed attack”, under the UN Charter or the customary international
law, to earn the injured state the inherent right to self-defence enshrined in Article 51 of the UN
Charter, unless the UNSC gives a finding of a threat to or breach of international peace under
article 39, and authorizes use of force under Articles 41 and 42 of the Charter.
Conclusion
This study focused on the military actions initiated by injured States and their allies against the
host States against transnational terrorist groups, that are NSAs and not under an effective or
overall control of the host State. The study focused on terrorist groups operating from the territory
of a State, that is either unable or unwilling to contain the threat they pose to other States. The
study used the case of Afghanistan’s invasion by the US and her allies after 9/11, raid for Osama
Bin Laden, and drone attacks in Pakistan in pursuit of Al-Qaeda and other terrorists. The study
further assessed the legality of all these actions under the rules, and norms of international law,
taking fully into account the jus cogens, state practice as well as opinio juris.
Notes:
It literally means ‘Movement of Pakistani Taliban.’ It consists of a cluster of Pashtun tribes united principally to
resist the Pakistani government for its support to Coalition forces in Afghanistan; its activities are mainly focused
1

Christian Schaller, “Using Force Against Terrorists ‘Outside Areas of Active Hostilities’—The Obama Approach
and the Bin Laden Raid Revisited”, Journal of Conflict and Security Law, Volume 20, Issue 2, Summer 2015, Pages
195–227, https://doi.org/10.1093/jcsl/kru022
53
Mary Ellen O’Connell, “The bin Laden aftermath: Abbottabad and international law”, The South Asia Channel,
May 4, 2011.
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within Pakistan, but it is also believed to be promoting fighting across the border with US and NATO forces in
Afghanistan as well as providing support and sanctuary to Afghan Taliban and the run-away Al-Qaeda leadership.
1
For a definition, history and capabilities of drones see ‘The Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and
Associated Terms 579, Joint Publication 1-02, April 12, 2001 (amended Oct. 17, 2008)’. Peter W. Singer, Robots at
War: The New Battlefield, Wilkinson Q., winter 2009; R. J. Vogel, ‘Drone Warfare and the Law of Armed Conflict’
(2010-2011), 39 Denv. J. Int'l L. & Pol'y 101, at 104
1
Dana Priest, ‘Surveillance Operation in Pakistan Located and Killed Al Qaeda Official.’ Washington Post
(15.04.2005), <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A60743-2005May15.html> accessed on
11.14.2021; ‘Al-Qaeda number three 'killed by CIA spy plane' in Pakistan’, Telegraph (04.12.2005)
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/pakistan/1504718/Al-Qaeda-number-three-killed-byCIA-spy-plane-in-Pakistan.html > accessed on 11.04.2021
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See section 1.1 infra
1
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Abstract
This paper aims to contribute entrepreneurial management literature by investigating the role of
caste on entrepreneurial aspirations, comparing family businesses in terms of their owners'
aspirations, and tests its impact on business characteristics in the textile industry of Pakistan.
Caste is a subject that is relatively neglected in the family business literature. However, castes,
especially in the subcontinent, tend to influence owners' aspirations strongly and, hence, impact
business characteristics and outcomes. Keeping this research problem in mind, the main objective
of this study is to investigate the impact of educational background, business characteristics,
family background, and owners' caste on entrepreneurial aspirations and how such aspirations
influence business characteristics in the textile sector.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Owners, Textile, Caste, Business Marketing
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Introduction
Among the global north and global south, the global north represents the developed part of the
world. After the industrial growth in the global north, family businesses worked like a catapult.
Such businesses worked as foundations for developing talent across generations, corporate
freedom, strategic commitment, and recognizing loyalty in business success (Wang et al., 2018).
Family businesses also contribute a significant share in developing subcontinent countries like
India and Pakistan (Basu, 2004). Textile is the most significant manufacturing sector in Pakistan
and contributes nearly 8.5% of the country's GDP (Pakistan Board of Investment, 2021). To date,
research in the family business has mainly focused on issues like management practices and
succession in the context of the US (Bird & Schjoedt, 2017). However, the role of ethnic
backgrounds on entrepreneurial aims is narrowly untapped.
According to the economic theories of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurs have economic aspirations
such as profit maximization and non-economic aspirations, such as the drive to innovate and
explore untouched areas. This desire leads them to conquer new markets and victory over others
in the market. Aspirations also work like resources that ensure human functioning to achieve goals
(Ahmad et al., 2019). Ward (1987) extended this theorem and identified social and economic
aspirations. Ward explained social aspirations in 1987, who indicated that family and lifestyle,
while economic aspirations include business and money aspirations. Lechner et al. (2018) explored
the impact of entrepreneurial aspirations and aims on motivation and its drivers. Their findings
revealed that wealth as a motivator mediates the relation between entrepreneurial aspirations and
socio-economic variables. However, they did not highlight the implications of entrepreneurial aims
on the outcomes. Basu & Pruthi (2021) compared family business with owners' aspirations by
focusing on ethnic minority immigrant entrepreneurs and proposed that entrepreneurs' background
influences aspirations and such aspirations might affect business outcomes. However, this aspect
does not highlight the entrepreneurial aims in the context of the subcontinent, where people
identify themselves based on castes.
To address the said objective, the authors have developed the following research questions:
•

What is the effect of the owner's educational background on entrepreneurial aims and
aspirations?
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•

How owner's family background influence entrepreneurial aims and aspirations?

•

What is the impact of the owner's caste on entrepreneurial aims and aspirations?

•

How owner's work experience affect entrepreneurial aims and aspirations?

Regarding specific work on the subcontinent, Egler (1960) suggested that a solid caste structure in
the community of Punjab, Pakistan, is responsible for economic differences among residents of a
village named 'Mohla' in Pakistan, where agriculture was the most dominant source of earnings
(Farooq, 2021). Landowners were considered a superior caste. There are two types of stratification
structures that dominate in rural communities of Punjab in Pakistan. One is caste structure, in
which the identity of an individual remains fixed throughout the lifetime. Castes play a dominating
role in the social system in Punjab, Pakistan (Ahmed et al., 2011; Hussain, 2020). Caste is a crucial
source of economic, social, and political interaction in Pakistan (Gazdar, 2007).
Based on the work of Shi, Shepherd, and Schmidts (2015), researchers investigated the role of
trust in business and social networks. They recommended that policymakers give importance to
traditional family values to accumulate social capital and generate entrepreneurial outcomes
(Petrovskaya & Haleem, 2021). Caste is considered one of the most prominent traditional family
values, specifically in the subcontinent. This represents the significance of the case, specifically
concerning Punjab, Pakistan.
This paper explores differences in the entrepreneurs' background, especially caste, that might
explain differences in their aspirations and examines whether aspirational differences are related
to differences in business behavior and outcomes or not. In the process, the paper aims to contribute
to our understanding of the intersection between entrepreneurship and family business by
identifying strictly entrepreneurial and other less entrepreneurial or non-economic aspirations of
family business owners.
Schematic Research Model
Literature Review
Regarding the business life cycle, the focal point of entrepreneurial aspirations as per
entrepreneurship theories remained at the business entry-level (Dyer et al., 1994). A variety of
studies on the subject of entrepreneurship covered the perspectives of entrepreneurial teams
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(Birley & Stockley, 2017; Discua, 2013), HRM (Ren & Jackson, 2020; Zolin, 2011), business
relationships (Henning & McKelvey, 2020; Fink et al., 2010; Kriz et al., 2010) and financing
(Howell, 2019; Howorth et al., 2006). Many of these studies highlighted the importance of family
business in economic development through entrepreneurial economic performance. The definition
of family business remains disputed among researchers in the literature of family business.
Owners' personality and its association with organizational performance have been covered in
detail in the literature (Hoyte, 2019; Khurrum, 2008), including education, knowledge, and
motivation level (Arend, 2019; Hankinson, 2000), owner's experience, and family background
(Marques et al., 2018; Ahmed, 1997). Park & Oh (2020) investigated the relationship between
ownership profiles and the firm's economic health. Stix (2021) presented a similar finding during
the study of the demographic profile of business owners in the USA.
Farashahi & Tajeddin (2018) found that education played a significant role in business outcomes
and concluded a direct relationship between the owner's education and the firm's sales. Basu &
Pruthi (2021) proposed that level of education depends on the nationality of an entrepreneur. He
further proposed that entrepreneurs having 'money-first' aspirations have an educational
background equivalent to higher education.
Entrepreneurial aspirations were limited to monetary goals until Ward (1987) proposed noneconomic and social aspirations, which included lifestyle and family preferences of business
owners. Ward (1987) affirms that family businesses could be better understood regarding their
'business first' and 'family first' aspirations. Business first aspirations include money and business,
while family first aspirations contain lifestyle and family. Business first businesses are risk-takers
and have a commonly decentralized management structure, while family first businesses are riskaverse and usually have a centralized management structure.
H1: Educational background has a direct association with entrepreneurial aspirations
H2: An entrepreneur who holds a family business shall have more entrepreneurial aspirations.
H3: There is a positive association between the work experience of an entrepreneur and
entrepreneurial aspirations.
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H4: There is a positive association between entrepreneurial aspirations and business
characteristics.
Non-family members are not welcomed at family-first businesses; hence most top positions are
filled by family members in businesses having family-first aspirations. Khurrum (2008) found that
family-first businesses serve the family rather than the family serving the business. Similary,
Discua Cruz (2013) suggested that family members form entrepreneurial teams based on trust in
businesses. Moroever, Basu (2006) analyzed entrepreneurs in their fathers' occupation and
proposed that lifestyle-first and business-first entrepreneurs mainly belong to a business family.
He also reported a strong relationship between entrepreneurs' ethnic backgrounds and business
characteristics. The impact of the caste system on business outcomes, specifically in the
subcontinent, remained unresolved in literature.
H5: Entrepreneurial aspirations mediate the relationship between the educational background of
the owner and business characteristics.
H6: Entrepreneurial aspirations mediate the relationship between family business ownerships
and business characteristics.
H7: Entrepreneurial aspirations mediate the relationship between the work experience of the
owner and business characteristics.
Farooq (2013), along with colleagues, worked on ethnic background and highlighted the economic
importance of the caste and class system in Pakistan. This study was conducted on a case study
that highlighted the presence of a strong caste structure in Punjab, Pakistan, and how it might affect
economic outcomes. Previous researchers presented the division of the local community into two
segments, i.e., artisans and landowners. Moreover, researchers outlined the presence of a seyp
system at the time of the study. Seyp was a contractual agreement between artisans and landowners
for the exchange of land and skills.
In less industrialized societies, as in Pakistan, still staggering 62% population lives in rural areas
(Worl Bank, 2015). People living in rural areas tend to give importance to caste more than class.
Caste and occupation have a strong relationship that transfers from father to son in the local
community (Mason, 2000). However, this relationship is getting bleak with industrialization,
33

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

education, and urbanization (Jodhka, 2002). As a result, class, and lifestyle became more important
than caste (Sharma, 2004). Traditionally, it is believed that the Sheikh caste is more into the textile
sector as entrepreneurs than other castes in Pakistan (Iyer et al., 2019).
H8: The caste of an entrepreneur has a substantial impact on entrepreneurial aspirations and
business characteristics.
Methodology
SMEs' crucial role has been recognized in developing economies (Schlogl, 2004). Back in 1998,
to develop this sector in the country, the Government of Pakistan established the Small and
Medium Enterprise Authority (SMEDA) and SME bank to resolve the financial issues of this
sector. In addition, international donor agencies like World Bank, ILO, UNDP, and ADP, among
others, have started operations in this sector during the past few years.
Data were collected from the textile sector entrepreneurs through formal structured interviews.
Such interviews were organized to affirm the data authenticity and probe the information required
regarding entrepreneurial aspirations and the background of family business ownership. They are
said to be "flexible enough to allow new directions" to enable the researcher to "learn things he/she
had not identified previously as important to the issue under study." In addition, interviews help
inquire about information beyond predetermined questions and rely on new perspectives from the
interviewee (Berg, 2002, p.161).
This study is unique because data were collected in 3 Pakistani languages, including Urdu and
Punjabi, and English, spoken by all business owners included in the sample. Conversing with
respondents in their language helped to develop trust and rapport. The main composition of the
sample was textile sector entrepreneurs having up to 250 employees, as indicated by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP, 2010). According to the census of establishments (Government of Pakistan,
1988), more than 50% of SMEs are in Lahore, Gujranwala, Faisalabad, Multan, Quetta, Karachi,
Sheikhupura, Sialkot, and Hyderabad in Pakistan. Additionally, 28% of SMEs are in Lahore,
Gujranwala, Gujrat, Faisalabad, and Sialkot alone. The past studies have narrowly focused on all
districts; however, we have decided to direct our primary focus on districts representing a
significant percentage of SMEs. Districts were selected for data collection from central industrial
districts in the country.
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Among the target population, Gujranwala is famous for several small industries, including cottage,
plastic, and pumps manufacturers. Lahore and Faisalabad are famous for textiles and made-ups,
whereas Gujrat and Sialkot make tremendous GDP contributions due to their world-famous fans,
sports goods, and cutlery items. Most significantly, the impact of the caste system is prevalent in
Punjab province, and all these districts are also located in Punjab. Hence, we were decided to
consider these districts to draw our sample. A stratified sampling technique was used to select the
sample of 100 textile sector businesses from each of these districts and 25 firms from other
districts. The total sample size for this study was 625 firms. In order to select the business from
each district, first, a complete list of corporate members of respective districts was taken from the
offices of respective Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Second, 12 textile-related industries were identified through those lists from which only qualified
members were selected to improve the accuracy of data. In the third phase, it was made sure that
each industry gets equal representation under the quota of 100 businesses in lead districts and 25
businesses in other districts. City-wise sample along with owners' caste is given in Table 1. We
also obtained contact information of businesses and their owners from the offices of respective
Chambers of Commerce. This way facilitated our contacts and scheduling the meetings with
business owners to collect data in shorter times.
In order to measure the entrepreneurial aspirations, we adapted nine items on a 5-point Likert scale
developed by (Ward, 1987). Respondents were given forms to rate entrepreneurial aspirations,
including social aspirations and economic aspirations. Economic aspirations were included
business and money, while social aspirations were included family and lifestyle. The educational
background of the owner is measured through 3 item measures adapted from Lievens & Sanchez
(2007). Family business ownership implies if the owner belongs to a business-family background
or not. Owners' caste suggests the ethnic background of the owner, i.e., Mughal (relates to families
of industrial work), Sheikh (relates to business families), Butt (relates to the families migrated
from Kashmir), Jutt (families of farmers), etc. Work experience means how much time an
entrepreneur is working in different capacities overtime at a job or business. Work experience is
measured using a 10 item scale adapted from Graves et al. (2007), and similarly, business
characteristics are measured through 6 item scale adapted from Ambrose & Schminke (2003).
Hypotheses Testing
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Measurement Models
In order to predict psychometric properties and measurement model of variables, the
confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was used and results presented the fit indices well-above the
given threshold (χ2/df = 1.364; p<0.01, RMR = 0.02, RMSEA = 0.032, GFI = 0.978, AGFI =
0.967, NFI = 0.985, CFI = 0.986). Convergent validity is observed through factor loadings on the
5-factor model, where the values of factor loadings stood above 0.5 (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2001).
The average variance extraction (AVE) for each variable was reported to be greater than the
threshold value of 0.5 (Anderson & Gerbing, 1982), while the composite reliability of each
construct ranges from 0.88 to 0.96 (Table-II).
Direct Effects
The direct effects between the variables are presented in Table III. The results showed the
positive influence of educational background (EB) on entrepreneurial aspirations (EA), hence
approving the hypothesis (H1: β=.135, p<0.05). Similarly, our second and third hypotheses are
also supported the positive impact of family business ownership (FBO) (H2: β=.383, p<0.01) and
work experience (WE) (H3: β=.524, p<0.01) are reported on entrepreneurial aspirations. While
we tested the association between entrepreneurial aspirations and business characteristics (H4), a
positive association is reported between them (H5: β=.198, p<0.01).
Mediation Results
The structural equation modeling (SEM) technique was used to observe a mediation
mechanism through bootstrapping. Bootstrapping is a resampling strategy that serves two
purposes: estimate standard error and creates confidence intervals dependent upon the distributionbased sample (Cheung & Lau, 2008). While the debate remains if one should use SEM or
PROCESS macro, the results usually come out to be the same (Cole et al., 2008). Concerning
mediation results (Table IV), partial mediation of EA is observed between EB and BC (H5: β=.179,
p<.05), FBO, and BC (H6: β=.112, p<.05) and WE and BC (H7: β=.131, p<.05). In a nutshell,
all hypotheses related to mediation are supported as partial mediation are reported.
Key Results
To test hypothesis-8 of this study, we will explore the impact of caste on entrepreneurial
aspirations and business characteristics in a systematic way.
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Entrepreneurial Aims and Aspirations
As a table, V shows, that entrepreneurs in the majority said that enhancing the reputation of the
business was an essential aim along with increasing profitability which has second-highest mean
and which includes maintaining comfortable lifestyle and maintaining financial independence of
the firm. This is interesting to note that enhancing reputation is leading ahead of profitability.
Entrepreneurs strongly believe that building a reputation is a way to win the customers' trust, which
can open doors for profitability and financial independence. Secondly, it is a cultural attribute of
Pakistani citizens that they want others to recognize them. Hence increasing the reputation of the
business will drive others to recognize businesses and hence entrepreneurs. Comprehensively
entrepreneurs are termed as:
(1) business-first entrepreneurs;
(2) family-first entrepreneurs;
(3) money-first entrepreneurs, and
(4) lifestyle-first entrepreneurs.
This highlights that business owners cannot be treated as a homogenous group because they are
different in their goals and aspirations. These four aspirations explain 84% variance in sample
data, which raises questions as to why these differences exist and what they mean? Can these
differences be understood in the light of family background? Furthermore, eventually, do these
aspirations affect business characteristics? In order to answer the first question, we will explore
the impacts of family background, including caste, on owners' business aspirations. Further, we
will discuss the influence of aspirations on business characteristics and performance, including the
nature of business, recruitment practices, family participation, years in business, and the number
of employees.
Entrepreneurs’ Background
Owners’ Caste
Analyzing the caste of these four types of entrepreneurs revealed that each group has a mixed caste
composition (Table VI). On individual caste analysis in terms of aspirations, lifestyle aspirations
dominated among all castes except 'Arain,' which have more economic aspirations (business-first).
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Castes of Butt, Jutt, and Malik have a close tie between Business-first and lifestyle-first aspirations.
In contrast, the castes of Mughal had a clear vote on lifestyle-first aspirations followed by moneyfirst aspirations, which present the historical background of this caste. They belong to the Mughal
empire background, and they remained in power for over 200 years in the sub-continent before
British rule. They had massive inherited riches, and hence they focused more on lifestyle by
spending amounts on constructions like Taj Mahal, Shahi Fort, and Badshahi Masjid (King
Mosque), to name a few. The degree of association between aspirations and owners' caste was
significant (Pearson chi-square 2.91, p 0.00). This shows that the caste of entrepreneurs influences
entrepreneurial aims and aspirations. Hence social aspirations are found to be stronger in Pakistani
entrepreneurs than economic aspirations.
Educational and Work Experience of Entrepreneur
Table VIII shows that most entrepreneurs fall under the qualification range of 12 th grade to 16
years of education. This debunks another common claim that most of the entrepreneurs in Pakistan
are not qualified. During the interviews, it was found that 83% of respondents who had
undergraduate degrees had 14 years of education. Lifestyle-first entrepreneurs are the most
talented group in our sample, next to money-first entrepreneurs. Nevertheless, entrepreneurs with
economic aspirations (business-first and money-first) have higher qualifications than those who
fall under social aspirations (family-first and lifestyle-first).
There is a variety of work experience reported during the interviews by entrepreneurs (Table V),
as nearly one-third of entrepreneurs have experienced between 1 to 5 years. Similarly,
entrepreneurs with nearly the same proportion having work experience of 20 years. Work
experience here means the total number of years entrepreneurs have spent in any business or job,
which can be different from the business. Table-V shows that entrepreneurs having business-first
aspirations have more work experience in total than other aspirations. Subsequently, entrepreneurs
having economic aspirations tend to have more work experience than entrepreneurs having social
aspirations.
Family Business Ownership
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Entrepreneurs were asked if their father was also an entrepreneur, and the majority responded
positively, as shown in Table IX. This presents that if the father of an entrepreneur was an
entrepreneur himself, this develops economic aspirations in the entrepreneur.
Business Characteristics
Nature and Type of Business
Business profile analysis of four groups of entrepreneurs depicted high concentration of
entrepreneurs in the services sector than in manufacturing (Table-X). This is due to high-profit
margins in the services sector along with ever-rising manufacturing costs and related taxes. Our
analysis reveals that aspirations are not dependent on the type of business alone because
entrepreneurs working in the same sector can have differing aspirations.

Family Participation in Business
Entrepreneurs who have social aspirations have more proportion of family members working in
their businesses than entrepreneurs who have economic aspirations, as presented in Table-X above.
According to Lansberg et al. (1997), goals can change as a person moves through the family life
cycle. Hence, it is safe to say economic or social aspirations develop over time based on family
circumstances. This means a person in the early stages of the family life-cycle has more family
aspirations, which usually convert into business goals with time and circumstances.
Recruitment Practices
From Table-XI, it is evident that entrepreneurs who fall in all four aspirations are still hiring
traditional managers with more proportion than professional ones. One of the reasons
entrepreneurs voiced is the 'availability' of professional managers as professional managers prefer
to work for multinationals or listed companies than for small businesses. Hence they are not readily
available to work for small businesses. Other reasons are low compensation packages and limited
growth prospects in family businesses than in multinationals or listed companies. From
entrepreneurs' point of view, they do not prefer to hire professional managers because, for one
reason, they have to pay more; secondly, the professional managers are always ready to switch
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(less work commitment). Traditional managers, on the other hand, having less qualified, remain
stick with the business for a long time. They are also hired with reference; hence the element of
trust brings peace of mind for the entrepreneurs.
Years in Current Business and Number of Employees
As shown in Table XI, most entrepreneurs have been in their current business for less than ten
years. Digging further, owners currently in business for less than ten years have lifestyle and
money first aspirations. Moreover, the number of employees represents the size of the business,
and the majority of entrepreneurs in our sample have less than 40 employees. Our analysis shows
that correlation is not significant, representing those entrepreneurial aspirations do not affect how
many employees in a business could be.
Discussion
This paper has contributed to understanding how entrepreneurs' background, in general, and their
castes in specific, shape their aims and aspirations. Direct positive associations are reported
between family business owner background (i.e., educational background, family business
ownership, and work experience) and entrepreneurial aspirations. Moreover, our results also
affirmed that entrepreneurial aspirations directly impact business characteristics. In order to
understand the role of owners' caste on entrepreneurial aspirations and business characteristics, we
have carried out a comprehensive descriptive analysis that unveiled exciting insights. The main
conclusion from our analysis is that there is homogeneity in aspirations and goals among castes of
entrepreneurs along with their family business background. It is possible to differentiate between
economic and social aspirations by understanding family-first, money-first, business-first, and
lifestyle-first orientations. We analyzed caste with aspirations of entrepreneurs and concluded that
caste is significantly correlated with money-first (economic) and lifestyle-first (social) aspirations.
It may not be universally true, but it can have implications in other caste-oriented countries like
India, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. Hence it is safe to say that belonging to a business family or
non-business family explains a lot about an individuals' motivation to become an entrepreneur
across castes.
Sheiks as single caste stand out as the highest proportion belonging to a business-family, becoming
entrepreneurs themselves. Our analysis revealed that aspirations are shaped by the background of
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entrepreneurs as embodied in prior work experience and educational attainment. Prior work
experience helps entrepreneurs to generate savings for investment in the perspective business.
Furthermore, such background attributes of an entrepreneur also assist in shaping economic
aspirations in general and business-first aspirations in specific. Differences in prior family business
ownership also impact future aspirations, which means aims and aspirations change over time. For
instance, a business owner belonging to a business family may or may not end up with businessdriven aspirations. In support of this, our analysis showed that the aspirations of entrepreneurs do
change from family-oriented to business-oriented. At the same time, they move in the family
business life cycle and with changes in circumstances.
Primarily belonging to a business family, entrepreneurs could have joined their family businesses
and not have done jobs. However, they did, which shows the dominance of business-oriented
aspirations in them. They were brought up under the direct influence of business owners as their
fathers, who have developed business acumen and aspirations. Moreover, such orientations vary
dramatically across castes from social to economic aspirations. This is also evident that
entrepreneurs belonging to a business family have more chances to start a business than otherwise.
For example, entrepreneurs falling under lifestyle-first aspirations belonged to business families,
had comfortable entry into the business, and obtained higher qualifications. Most relied on family
financials as start-up support.
Moreover, entrepreneurs belonging to a non-business family find it hard to gain higher education.
However, they could gain experience and skills from the market through jobs to develop businessoriented aspirations. Education provides a better understanding to entrepreneurs about ways to
realize their aspirations and goals.
We also found that differences in aspirations shaped by entrepreneurial background interact with
and shape the nature of business, family participation, recruitment practices, and business
performance outcomes. For instance, hiring traditional managers is dramatically changing towards
hiring professional managers due to the trend of education and modern intense business rivalry.
This trend is more prevalent in entrepreneurs having family-first and money-first aspirations
followed by a business-first orientation. This is because entrepreneurs having business and money
aspirations want to have professional managers to maximize their goals. On the other hand,
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entrepreneurs having family-first aspirations find it more compelling to hire professional managers
so owners can achieve family goals.
Further analysis of our interviews suggests interaction is in both directions, i.e., aspirations affect
behavior, and behavior might also affect aspirations and performance. Our analysis also implies
that involving family members in business may not lead to unfavorable outcomes as outlined by
much of the family business literature. For instance, businesses involving family members are
operating for an equal number of years and hiring almost the same number of employees compared
to businesses that are not hiring family members.
From the lens of ethnic business theory, our findings reveal the complex interaction between
ethnicity (caste), class, culture, and entrepreneurship. Generally, there is a straightforward
association between entrepreneurial aspiration and ethnic origin, as Metcalf (1996) proposed. Our
interviews also mirrored that entrepreneurs' background influences entrepreneurial aspirations but
does not entirely determine them as outlined by Basu (2004). Moreover, family business owners
have different aspirations according to their background, and such aspirations do change over time
according to circumstances. Caste plays a significant role in shaping the aspirations of
entrepreneurs. Hence, policymakers must take away those skills taught and learned in a caste
system that can be a great source to stimulate desired aspirations as required in an economy through
appropriate skill-building programs.
Future Research Directions
An effort is made in this study to understand the impact of owners’ background on entrepreneurial
aspirations and how it impacts the business characteristics. Among other elements of the owners’
background, emphasis is given to the owners' caste, and its impact is keenly explored on the
aspirations and business characteristics. Despite earnest efforts, this study is not without
limitations. Foremost is the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic globally, which has impacted the
exports of the textile sector around the globe. The research framework should be explored postpandemic and comparative analysis could highlight further insights about its applicability.
As this study only covered the sample from a single country, i.e., Pakistan, further research can be
carried out by taking samples from other leading caste-oriented countries like India and
Bangladesh. India has one of the strongest caste systems in the world. This will further investigate
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the research framework, which covers owners' background characteristics like motives for selfemployment, access to resources at start-up, and business financial performance.
Data is collected in the present study from the textile companies in Pakistan, and the Mughal caste
turns out to be more in number than other castes as they make 20 percent of the total sample. This
can be a limitation of the study as future research can carefully select an exact proportion of
essential castes identified in this study for better insights. Future research can include other sectors
in their investigative inquiry, and equal participation to all castes in the study of entrepreneurial
aspirations could be given. This will help in identifying social and economic aspirations regarding
different castes more precisely. It will also help in unveiling significant insights into the family
business.
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Abstract
The citizenship status of around two million people of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) is ambiguous and
disputed. Both Pakistan and India claim that Gilgit-Baltistan is their integral part, but none
considers the people of the region its constitutional citizens. As a part of an internationally
recognized Kashmir dispute, Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) has been under Pakistan's administrative
control since 1947. Thus, the citizenship status of the people of GB is remained disputed.
Consequently, the region is out of Pakistan's constitutional ambit, which highlights the statelessness
and facilitates rights violations in the area. This paper explores the puzzle of the citizenship status
of people of Gilgit-Baltistan; the second section examines its rights violations. Using first-hand
interviews with local lawyers, rights activists, political leaders, members of the Gilgit-Baltistan
Legislative Assembly (GBLA), and this study delves into the unique and disputed citizenship status
of people of Gilgit-Baltistan.
Keywords: Gilgit-Baltistan, Citizenship, Statelessness, Human rights
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Introduction
Gilgit-Baltistan has a distinct background, a perplexing current, and an ambiguous future. The
mountainous region bordering China, Afghanistan, and India. The written history of GilgitBaltistan records diverse political transitions and vicissitudes. Historically, the area was known as;
Balawaristan or Boloristan, Burushal, and the Karakorum in the ethnic-nationalist discourse
(Sökefeld).However, for administrative purposes, the region was known as 'Northern Areas' until
the Government of Pakistan renamed it 'Gilgit-Baltistan through promulgating the 'selfGovernment Ordinance in 2009 and later in 2018.
Before quitting the sub-continent in August 1947, the British Empire divided it into two nationstates – Pakistan and India. Within a few months of the division, the two newly independent
countries fought first war over the control of princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. The United
Nations intervened at the request of India, and both countries agreed to a ceasefire on 01 Jan 1949.
India took two-thirds of the state while Pakistan took control of the rest under the name Azad (free)
Jammu &Kashmir. Meanwhile, local paramilitary Gilgit Scouts revolted against the Kashmiri
Dogra dynasty and got independence on 1 Nov 1947. The region remained an independent state
for around two weeks until Pakistan took control on 16 Nov 1947(Dad 2016). In 1949 the
Government of Pakistan signed an agreement in privacy called the "Karachi agreement” with the
representatives of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and the Muslim Conference of All Jammu and
Kashmir (Hussain 2013). Until the 1990s, the agreement was a closely guarded secret. Later in
2008, Justice Syed Manzoor Hussain Gilani published in his book. Nationalists of GB, national
and international rights organizations reject the Karachi agreement based on not representation and
consent of people of Gilgit-Baltistan. The International Crisis Group noted that 'the Karachi
Agreement in Gilgit-Baltistan is highly unpopular because Gilgit-Baltistan was not a party to it
even while its fate was being decided'(2007). Dr. Javaid Hayat argues in his paper that,
The Karachi agreement (1949) which was signed between the then Government of AJK and
Government of Pakistan has no locus standi given the fact that neither the leadership of AJK
had any moral or political support from the people of GB to hand over GB under the direct
administration of Pakistan nor Government of Pakistan can assert any legal claim on GB
under this agreement. The people of GB fought for their liberation against the autocratic
regime of Maharaja and they never endorsed this agreement (Hayat 2016).
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It is difficult to find the right words to describe the absence of something - the absence of
citizenship is one instance. In modern nation-states, a state - individual relationship is defined by
nationality or citizenship. Citizenship is the mechanism through which fundamental human rights,
arguably, can be protected, and constitutional citizenship is a practical prerequisite for accessing
juridical processes and human rights (David Weissbrodt 2006).
In 1994, some residents of Gilgit-Baltistan filed a petition in the Supreme Court of
Pakistan claiming that the Northern Areas (now Gilgit-Baltistan) is a constitutional part of
Pakistan. The petition sought a declaration that the people of the Northern Area are constitutional
citizens of Pakistan with the right to participate in the affairs of the federation fully. The petition
also sought constitutional status for the region and the granting of provincial status. The historic
but ambiguous decision of the Supreme Court of Pakistan failed to address the petitioners' claim
that the former Northern Areas region is a part of Pakistan's territory according to Article 1 of the
Constitution. The Court further explained that the petitioners pleaded that the Court restores the
people of the Gilgit - Baltistan people's fundamental human rights. The highest court of the
country, in a 42-page long judgment dated 28 May, 1999, ordered the Pakistani government to:
"... since the geographical location of the Northern Areas is very sensitive because it is
bordering India, China, Tibet and USSR, and as the above areas in the past have also
been treated differently, this Court cannot decide what type of Government should be
provided to ensure the compliance with the above mandate of the Constitution. Nor we
can direct that the people of Northern Areas should be given representation in the
Parliament as, at this stage, it may not be in the larger interest of the country because of
the fact that a plebiscite under the auspices of the United Nations is to be held. The
above questions are to be decided by the Parliament and the Executive"(1999).
The local Gilgit-Baltistan Legislative Assembly (GBLA) adopted a joint resolution in
September 2014 and August 2015 demanding that the federal government declare the area a
constitutional province of Pakistan and abolish the federation's indirect control. Unfortunately, the
advisory council, led by Pakistan's prime minister, dismissed and neglected the demand (Shigri
2015).Moreover, on 17 Jan 2019, the Supreme Court released an order, the federal government
to enact a new law within a fortnight to give the citizens of Gilgit-Baltistan further rights.
During the hearing, the Attorney General of Pakistan stated that it is not feasible to declare the
region a separate province as it remains part of the broader Kashmir dispute between Pakistan
and India (Singh 2019).
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Gilgit-Baltistan has been administered by Pakistan through colonial Frontier Crime
Regulations (FCR) until 1973, in the same year State Subject Rule (SSR) has been revoked. Since
then, it has ruled the region via Legal Framework Orders (LFO) enacted by military dictators
(Abbas 2018).An anthropologist and expert on Gilgit-Baltistan, Martin Sökefeld writes,
Gilgit-Baltistan’s post-colonial history is to a great extent shaped by this political
marginalization which started when on 16 Nov, 1947, Mohammad Alam, a tahsildar
(sub-district officer) from Mansehra, arrived in Gilgit to take control for the
Government of Pakistan as Political Agent. He deposed the provisional local
government. In the following years, Pakistan’s administration largely continued the
colonial system, including the colonial law, the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR).
Exploitative taxes and forced labor were continued, and there was no local
participation in government affairs. All high officials of the local administration and
army officers stationed in Gilgit came from ‘down-country Pakistan, mostly from the
Punjab (Sökefeld 2014).
Although presidential orders were granted, the aspiration of the people and the question of
constitutional citizenship remained unanswered time and again. National and international human
rights watchdog organizations have repeatedly show their concern about the region's liminal
position and rights abuse.
Dimensions of Statelessness
Gilgit-Baltistan, legally speaking, is a disputed territory and part and parcel of the larger
Kashmir conflict. Despite variant interpretations on the status of GB, the noteworthy point is that
on August 15th 1947 Gilgit-Baltistan, by and large, was under the control of Maharaja Hari Singh
with his appointee Governor Ghansara Singh stationed in Gilgit thus become part of the larger
Kashmir problem (Hayat 2016). Therefore, the status of people of GB has become disputed when
the former State of Jammu & Kashmir lost the sovereignty and the conflict emerged between India
and Pakistan in 1947 and subsequently the issue was taken to the United Nations, which declared
that all the divided parts of the former princely state of Jammu & Kashmir are disputed until the
final disposition of the conflict. As a result of it the GB become under provisional administration
of the Government of Pakistan and since than citizenship of the people of GB is in limbo. It seems
worthy to explore further on the concept of citizenship using lenses of comparative study.
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A person who is not considered a national of any state under the operation of its law is
defined as a stateless person under Article 1 of the 1954 Convention (UNHCR n.d.). In other
words, a stateless individual loses the right to be a resident of any nation-state. Stateless persons
have historically been divided into two categories: those with no legal nationality – the de jure
stateless, and those with no “effective” nationality – the de facto stateless. The citizenship is
disputed by one or more countries falls under de facto citizenship. Usually described as de facto
stateless persons, who are unable to establish their nationality or whose citizenship is disputed by
one or more countries (A.Batchelor 1995). The definition of minimal and doesn’t cover a diverse
group of stateless persons and communities.
This study uses the term ‘statelessness’ in a broader sense and refers to ‘stateless’ - anyone
who doesn’t have ‘effective nationality’ and is unable to enjoy the rights that come with
constitutional citizenship. Many people have been left without the protection they deserve due to
the narrow definitions of de jure and de facto statelessness. Moreover, some people and
communities are challenging to categorize as either de jure or de facto stateless due to their unique
legal position and circumstances (2010). People of Gilgit-Baltistan are one instance.
Though it is a complicated phenomenon to quantify statelessness due to methodological
hurdles, according to UNHCR, there are around 12-15 million in 54 nations under its protection
mandate(UNHCR 2008).Statelessness is a controversial, and one of the most pressing issues in
today’s world. Statelessness was acknowledged and came to prominence as a global problem
during the 20th century. Millions of refugees and stateless people were dispersed throughout
Europe and Asia following World War II. In Europe, Hitler denationalized their German
citizenship to millions of Jews and eventually paved the way for the Holocaust. The aftermath of
the war led to the drafting of important international conventions on statelessness, such as the
universal declaration of human rights adopted in 1948. Conventions relating to refugees' status and
stateless persons' status were adopted in 1951 and 1954.
Despite numerous international laws and national and international organizations' efforts
to facilitate stateless people, there are still many nations and millions worldwide without a state
and constitutional citizenship (Achiron 2005).A stateless person is deprived of any nation-state's
legal nationality and cannot claim any rights legally and constitutionally. UN described
statelessness as an "anomaly” possessing "no definite legal status and without protection." Their
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abnormal position might reduce their "social value" and destroy "self-confidence" for the stateless
themselves (Goodwin-Gill 2010).
In a globally organized system in which nation-states are the primary construct for
legitimate communal political order, the category of statelessness appears as a failure of the matrix
(Mancheno 2016). Generally, statelessness is considered as the by-product of rapid changes in
international relations. Redrawing international borders, manipulating political systems, and the
denial or deprivation of nationality to exclude and marginalize unpopular racial, religious, or ethnic
minorities is the major causes the statelessness (Achiron 2005).
Nonetheless, stateless people are found in all regions of the world. The problem of
statelessness is by no means more acute than in South and Southeast Asia. Among the most
vulnerable groups are the Rohingya in Burma, some Palestinians, Kurds denationalized, and many
small communities worldwide (Ahmad 2017).Some of the ethnic and political minority groups
most directly affected due to statelessness and ineffective citizenship are as follow:
•

Around 120,000 Nepali-speaking southern Bhutanese living as refugees in Nepal and
India, and the authorities of that country reject their Bhutanese citizenship

•

According to the state legislation, the ethnic Vietnamese population of Cambodia, around
five per cent of the country’s 10 million people, citizenship remains unclear

•

up to 250,000 Bidoons (an Arabic expression derived from a phrase meaning ‘without
nationality’), long-term but stateless residents of Kuwait, many of whom are now to be
found in Iraq and other countries in the Persian Gulf

•

Around 60,000 black Africans from Mauritania living as refugees in the neighbouring
country of Senegal, and whose claim to citizenship has been challenged by the Mauritanian
authorities

•

up to 200,000 Kurds in Syria, many of whom became stateless as a result of a 1962 census
that withdrew Syrian citizenship from people who had allegedly entered the country
illegally from Turkey

•

the Rohingya people of western Myanmar, a mostly stateless Muslim minority group,
consisting of some two million people, a small proportion of whom are accommodated in
refugee camps in Bangladesh; and
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The Banyarwanda and Banyamulenge peoples of eastern Zaire, ethnic Tutsis with a
previously disputed claim to Zairean citizenship, estimated by many commentators to
number in 800,000.
Discussion on ‘Right to Have Rights’
In the words of Hannah Arendt, citizenship is like the "right to have rights," and having a
nationality means in both law and practice to possess the "right to have rights". In other
words, loss of citizenship status is equivalent to losing all rights and deprivation of any
human rights (Rainer Bauböck 2015).
People of GB are facing a dilemma of identity crisis and constitutional citizenship limbo.
In an interview with the Nawaz Khan Naji – a member of Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly
and supreme leader of a nationalist party, the Balawaristan National Front (BNF) said that,
‘Our (people of GB) citizenship has been gone with the end of State of Jammu and
Kashmir, that the State Subjects Rules was providing the de jure legitimacy and citizenship
to the people of GB…we are neither Pakistanis nor Kashmiris, and we are now stateless
people’.
It is worth mentioning that ‘the State Subject Rule’ was adopted and enacted in 1927 and
it provided and characterized different categories of citizenship for the people of state of
Jammu and Kashmir. All constitutional mechanism promulgated and adopted in different
and divided parts of the state of J& K, across the Line of Control, the State Subject Rule
has been enacted by the respective governments (Hayat 2020). However, in 1970s prime
minister of Pakistan Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto revoked the State Subject Rule in GB and
abolished the small princely states of Hunza and Nagar without granting a substitute
political and legal system. Israr Uddin, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
coordinator for Gilgit-Baltistan said,
Pakistan as a country runs its affairs and governs its citizens through a constitution but in
the case of Gilgit-Baltistan - Pakistan neither ends the constitutional limbo nor bring the
region under the umbrella of its constitution nor it allows people of Gilgit-Baltistan to
make our constitution.
In modern nation-states, the relationship between a state and an individual is defined by
nationality or citizenship. Citizenship is the mechanism through which fundamental
human and political rights can be protected, and nationality is a practical prerequisite for
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accessing political and juridical processes and obtaining economic, social, and cultural
rights (David Weissbrodt 2006).After the Westphalia system, nation-states became
sovereign worldwide, and the state's constitution is considered a supreme law of the land.
Legal citizens of that land enjoy their human and political rights enshrined in it. In other
words, if a person or a region doesn’t fall under the ambit of a country's constitution, it is
deprived of all sorts of rights. Moreover, international human rights covenants also apply
to the constitutional citizens of a particular country.
Another layer of problems is the lack of representation in the national policy making
institution of Pakistan. Gilgit-Baltistan has been deprived of representation in the federal
policymaking forums such as parliament, National Finance Commission (NFC) and
Council of Common of interest (CCI). Given the absence of constitutional representation,
the people of GB are deprived of a voice to defend rights and demand a share in the
national resources and budgets.
Since 1947 Gilgit-Baltistan has been governed through colonial laws like FCR, LFO, and
presidential orders without representation and participation of local people in the national
decision-making bodies. Besides, the federal government keeps a stronghold over the local
Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly through the Gilgit-Baltistan Council headed by the prime
minister of Pakistan. Israr added,
Gilgit-Baltistan's ultimate fate is under control of Pakistan's federal government. In this
scenario, one can imagine the level of problems in Gilgit-Baltistan; first of all, people of
the region are deprived of the [Right to Representation]. Secondly, the people of GilgitBaltistan are deprived of [Right to vote]. Thirdly, according to the universal principle of
[No taxation without Representation], the imposition of taxation on Gilgit-Baltistan is also
a question mark and illegal…’
In Gilgit-Baltistan, the mechanism of ‘rights’ is absent due to the absence of a
constitutionally protected judiciary, legislative body, and administrative apparatus. Ashfaq
Ahmad, Advocate Chief Court Gilgit-Baltistan lamented,
Courts in Gilgit-Baltistan are established under Legal Frame Work (LFO) 1994 since a
constitution does not protect the courts, so judiciary remains subordinate to bureaucracy”.
He maintained, “Unfortunately Anti-Terrorist Act (ATA) [basically made for terrorists] is
being used against rights activists frequently in Gilgit-Baltistan.
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For more than seven decades, Gilgit-Baltistan has been administered through draconian
laws without representation at the national assembly and other national decision-making
bodies. Numerous presidential orders were granted for administrative control over the
region. Still, the citizenship status and the issue of full constitutional rights of people of
the area remained unsettled and untouched. Antia Mato Bouzas in her paper on GilgitBaltistan writes;
People recognized that the Orders introduced some improvements, but they were not
regarded as Pakistani citizens like the rest. In their responses, they showed
ambivalence, indicating that the ruling did not meet their expectations. The name
change somehow added a new element to the image of this territory's selfidentification, but the region's undefined constitutional status within Pakistan. The
reforms are only concerned with ensuring that some form of symbolic political
representation is maintained in the region still closely controlled by Islamabad
(Bouzas 2012).
In March this year, the GB Assembly passed a unanimous resolution, supported by all
parties in the house, demanding an amendment to the Constitution to enable GB to
become a provisional province of Pakistan, without prejudice to the Kashmir dispute.
The GB assembly has passed a unanimous resolution demanding the government of
Pakistan to grant a provisional provincial status to GB, without prejudice to the Kashmir
dispute. Recently, according to the media reports, the government of Pakistan has
decided to grant provisional provincial status to Gilgit-Baltistan through introducing
‘26th constitutional amendment bill’. Daily Dawn reported that ‘ the draft bill has been
prepared after careful reading of the Constitution of Pakistan, international laws, the
United Nations’ resolutions especially those related to plebiscite on Kashmir,
comparative constitutional laws and local legislation’ (Asad 2021). It further says,
The proposed law suggests that due to sensitivity attached to GB, it could be given
provisional provincial status by amending Article 1 of the Constitution that related to
the provinces and territories, the sources said, adding that a set of amendments would
be introduced to give GB representation in the parliament, besides establishment of
the provincial assembly in the territory (Asad 2021).
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The proposed draft about changing GB status raised serious legal questions and
legitimacy of Government of Pakistan to bring constitutional changes whereas the
United Nations has declared all divided parts of Jammu & Kashmir across the Ceasefire
Line as disputed whose final status yet to be determined under the United Nations
Security Council resolutions passed time to time. Such move may create a diplomatic
quagmire for Pakistan.
Conclusion
People of Gilgit-Baltistan experience statelessness both theoretically and
functionally. Theoretically, in the sense that the constitution of Pakistan doesn’t recognize
people of the region as its constitutional citizens. Secondly, Pakistan's state has never
given representation to the people of Gilgit-Baltistan par with the rest of the country at an
existential, institutional and political level. People of the region are included through an
exclusive inclusion, i.e., Pakistan does not represent the aspirations, identities, and rights
of Gilgit-Baltistan.
UNHCR writes that "Statelessness is sometimes referred to as an invisible problem
because stateless people often remain unseen and unheard (UNHCR n.d.). Despite
numerous resolutions by local GBLA and a systemic campaign by right-wing pro-Pakistan
religious-political parties to merge the region with Pakistan and make a proper
constitutional province – the negligence and adamant of the state of Pakistan is a question
mark. Moreover, the people of Gilgit-Baltistan are like the "Others" in Pakistan. This
situation creates a feeling of political, cultural, and economic “Otherness” and alienates
Gilgit-Baltistan. People lack access to fundamental human and political rights and
experience a deep sense of social, cultural, political, and economic exclusion. Hence, it
seems that the exclusion of people and the inclusion of the territory of Gilgit-Baltistan has
been a state policy of Pakistan. However, what would be the legal consequences that may
emerge because of proposed amendment yet to be disclosed.
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Abstract
Pakistan is chronically facing serious socio-economic problems with plethora of reasons behind
and therefore, continuously struggling to wiggle out. In this age of Globalization and
interdependence, Pakistan being a progressive country in the world comity, is responsible for
international obligations as well. After 911 incident, this responsibility increased manifold for all
countries in general but specifically for developing countries because of poor or no legal and
organizational infrastructure available to meet these challenges. In this context, trans-national
organized crimes especially money-laundering and terrorist financing has become a major
challenge for Pakistan. This paper will particularly focus on the global concern towards Pakistan
vis a vis issues of money laundering and terrorist financing, in light of the recommendations made
by the global watchdog organization FATF and review. This paper will emphasize that placing
Pakistan on FATF Grey List is a crisis for Pakistan inherently but it carries a lot of opportunities
that will help the country to devise and upgrade its existing financial and legal system to the level
of global standards, that in turn will benefit the socio-economic sector but also enhance the global
standing of Pakistan.
Keywords: FATF, APG, MER, Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing,
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Introduction
Pakistan is the fifth most populated country in the world with a population of more than 225
million.54 It is situated in a very important region of South Asia, bordering hugely populated and
vast countries with rapidly growing economies like India and China in north-east; war trodden
country like Afghanistan in east, and a huge with deep interest of USA and other global powers;
Iran with a perennial strategic and bitter relationship with USA and Arabian sea on the south,
creating opportunities as well as strategic challenges. This makes Pakistan to acquire a strategic
position in the region that brings many serious challenges and these become more severe with
primitive financial, legal and political institutions. If we enumerate major issues faced by Pakistan
in this context, we may enlist issues like hyper population, poverty, unemployment, over pricing,
inflation, poor health and hygiene facilities, low education rates and weal institutional setup, poor
social development indicators, social and institutional corruption, absence or weak legislations and
institutions. If we focus on the mandate of this paper, Pakistan has been very slow to realize and
respond towards global developments as far as anti-money laundering and countering terrorist
financing regimes as well. The world officially witnessed the end of cold war in 1991 with fall of
ISSR and rise of USA as a global power of a unipolar world. This status was challenged by an
unfortunate event of 9/11 that led to US aggressive response in form of attack on Afghanistan and
overthrowing of Taliban regime with the premise of being the sponsor of terrorist organizations
like Al Qaida. This led to a paradigm shift in the world order and its dynamics. With US adopting
the aggressive policy of offshore and direct balancing towards its identified enemies and the
declaration of ‘War on Terror’, the issue of money laundering, terrorism and terrorist financing
became one of the leading global concerns. This situation led to exposing the weaknesses of legal
and financial control systems of countries like Pakistan and therefore, has to face international
pressures to curb and control such phenomenon. The situation becomes more volatile for Pakistan
with the deep issues like Madrassahs and their financial support network, presence of terrorist
banned organizations and their network pockets and sectarianism. But this paper will limit to the
extent of explaining FATF, its mandate, its recommendations for Pakistan, response and

"Provisional Summary Results of 6th Population and Housing Census – 2017". Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics. Archived from the original on 30 October 2017. Retrieved 28 January 2020.
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preparations of Pakistan, recent developments and the way forward for Pakistan for an honorable
exit of this situation and making best out of this crisis situation.
The important questions which emerge from this issue area are:
1. Can Pakistan steer out of FATF Grey List by transformation of municipal laws in line with
the international obligations and laws?
2. Is the inclusion of Pakistan in FATF Grey List a crisis or an opportunity?
Taking this an opportunity, Pakistan can get her name out of FATF Grey list by showing strong
adherence to the international commitments on AML/CFT 27 recommendations through devising,
executing and implementing new legislations and procedures, reforming and upgrading existing
financial and legal systems, thus maintaining a subtle balance between local and international laws
in consideration of socio-economic and political pressures.
FATA: Origin, Structure and Functions
The word FATF stands for Financial Action Task Force and Force is an inter-governmental
organization designed and mandated to evolve as a policy making body to establish international
standards to combat the highly organized transnational crimes of Money Laundering and Terrorist
Financing. It operates through a system of recommendations, research studies, reports and
evaluations of countries by assessing the operability and efficacy of their existing Anti Money
laundering and Counter Terrorist Financing AML/CFT systems and helping to implement global
FATF standards. The fundamental purpose of FATF is to help the countries to develop such
AML/CFT legal mechanisms that will help to protect their financial system from abuse by terrorist
or laundering groups by making it transparent and protected while empowering countries to arrest
and prosecute terrorist financiers and launderers. FATF and FATF-Style Regional Bodies like Asia
Pacific Group involve countries in identification and flagging of new trends and techniques
adopted by criminals in ML/TF, training LEAs, Investigators, Prosecutors and Judges in such
cases. The adoption of FATF standard recommendations shall help any country in becoming a safe
destination for FDI by developing a strong and transparent financial system with an in built
mechanism of criminality detection and prosecution.
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As explained above, with the global shift from bipolar to unipolar world and with the start of US
War on Terror against terrorist organizations like Al-Qaida, world realized that to fight terrorists
and their organizations, stoppage of flow of money supplies to them is of prime importance. The
world, for the first time, started to realize about the trans-national organized crimes like money
laundering, banking frauds and terrorist financing. These crimes became more complex to handle
and control with the availability and development of internet and online transactions. This led to
the rise of global control regimes on banking and internet-based money transfer with the
introduction of rules and regulations and recommendations to the countries for the improvement
of their legislative and financial structures as far as these crimes were concerned. But
unfortunately, Pakistan was slow to respond and comprehend the gravity of the situation and
ultimately had to face global restrictions.
This global realization was initially and effectively highlighted and adopted by G7 countries with
support of EU nations, the Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) was
established by the G-7 Summit that was held in Paris in 1989, recognizing the threat posed to the
banking system and to financial institutions, the G-7 Heads of State or Government and President
of the European Commission convened the Task Force from the G-7 member States, the European
Commission and eight other countries.55 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is the global
money laundering and terrorist financing watchdog. The inter-governmental body sets
international standards that aim to prevent these illegal activities and the harm they cause to
society. As a policy-making body, the FATF works to generate the necessary political will to bring
about national legislative and regulatory reforms in these areas, with more than 200 countries and
jurisdictions committed to implementing them.

The FATF has developed the FATF

Recommendations, or FATF Standards, which ensure a co-ordinated global response to prevent
organised crime, corruption and terrorism. They help authorities go after the money of criminals
dealing in illegal drugs, human trafficking and other crimes. The FATF also works to stop funding
for weapons of mass destruction. The FATF reviews money laundering and terrorist financing
techniques and continuously strengthens its standards to address new risks, such as the regulation
of virtual assets, which have spread as cryptocurrencies gain popularity. The FATF monitors
countries to ensure they implement the FATF Standards fully and effectively, and holds countries
55
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to account that do not comply56. Presently, FATF is having membership of 37 countries with
Indonesia as an Observer country, 9 Associate member and many observer organizations like Asia
Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG).
FATA: The Issue of Pakistan on Grey List
The global watchdog FATF and its regional partner APG has been placing Pakistan on Grey List
since 2008, 2012 and 2018 but the latest one has been very stringent and highlighted as if Pakistan
is the only country in the world involved in money laundering issues. This point needs a focused
research on the comparative analysis of countries in the region and the world vis a vis trends and
gravity of money laundering and terrorist financing and only then we can make an opinion about
Pakistan and other countries and their failure or success towards the counter measures as adopted
by FATF. In 2018, the FATF placed Pakistan on its list of “Jurisdictions under Increased
Monitoring” – or the ‘grey-list’ - citing ‘structural deficiencies’ that resulted in failure to
effectively target terrorism financing and money laundering (TF/ML)57. In collaboration with the
International Cooperation Review Group (ICRG), FATF’s technical working group specializing
in monitoring such jurisdictions, FATF issued a 27- Point Action Plan for Pakistan aimed at
remedying these structural deficiencies. This given agenda and Pakistan performance was
reviewed in October 2020 and Pakistan was kept on Grey List and June 2021 deadline was given
for a final review of 27 points. Resultantly, on June 25, 2021, President of FATF Dr Marcus Pleyer
while addressing a press conference announced to keep Pakistan on Grey List because
implementation on one point out of 27 remained unaddressed. According to him, “The Pakistani
government has made substantial progress in making its counter-terrorist financing systems
stronger and more effective. It has largely addressed 26 out of 27 items on the action plan it first
committed to in June 2018. The one key action item still needs to be completed which concerns
the investigation and prosecution of senior leaders and commanders of UN designated terror
groups"58.
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International Laws and Obligations on Ml/CFT
1. UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
December 19, 1988 (Vienna)
2. UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, November 15, 2001 (Palermo)
3. UN Convention Against Corruption, December 14, 2005 (Merida)
4. International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism 1999 (New
York)
5. UNSC Resolutions 1267 (1999), 1373 (2001) & 1617/2005
6. FATF Standards (40 Recommendations) Plus 09 Recommendations
7. UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
December 19, 1988 (Vienna)
8. UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, November 15, 2001 (Palermo)
9. UN Convention Against Corruption, December 14, 2005 (Merida)
Domestic Laws Dealing with Ml/CFT
1. Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997(ATA)
2. Anti-Money Laundering Act, 2010 (AMLA)
3. Control of Narcotic Substances Act, 1997
4. Customs Act, 1969
5. Federal Investigation Agency Act, 1974
New Laws Enacted and Guidelines after 2018 FATA Recommendations
In order to achieve the desired outcomes and establishing definitive progress on all of FATF’s
Recommendations, require a holistic response from the State and a strong political will was
required. The law enforcement machinery within the country needed to work in tandem with other
regulators, as well as specialized agencies to implement AML/CFT frameworks. Pakistan
government took all steps including political consensus and aggressive legislations, crack down
on Madrassahs and their financiers, banning proscribed organizations and arresting their leaders
to achieve the standards set by FATF for getting out of this mess. Following new laws and
guidelines were passed/issued and implemented:
a. United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Freezing and Seizure Order 2019
62
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b. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Guidelines to better implement the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 126759
c. NACTA Guidelines on the Implementation of UNSC Resolution 137360
d. State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Guidelines on AML/CFT61
e. Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) Guidelines on
AML/CFT frameworks62
f. NACTA-SECP AML/CFT Guidelines for Non-Profit Organizations (2018)63
g. The Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (Amendment) Bill 202064
h. The Anti-Money Laundering (Amendment) Bill, 2019
i. Mutual Legal Assistance (Criminal Matters) Bill 2020
j. The Anti-Terrorism (Amendment) Bill, 2019
k. NACTA (Amendment) Ordinance 2019
l. Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Rules 2019 and Benami Transactions Ordinance
2019
m. Tax Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2020
n. The SBP Banking Services Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2020
o. The Post Office Cash Certificate (Amendment) Bill 2020
p. The Post Office National Savings Certificate (Amendment) Bill 2020
q. The Government Savings Bank (Amendment) Bill, 2020
r. Finance Act 2020-2021
s. COVID-19 (Prevention of Smuggling) Ordinance, 2020
t. Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) - ‘Online Integration of Businesses’ Rules 2020
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u. Counter-Measures for High-Risk Jurisdictions Rules, 2020

In addition, major changes in rules were made to make prosecution more effective and result
oriented.65
Conclusion
Keeping the above discussion in mind and explaining the issue within the ambit of this paper, we
may conclude that FATF and APG are acting irrationally and without considering the sincere and
rapid efforts took by Pakistan. But government and LEAs must understand the real global political
scenario and join hands to counter this issue and must take it as an opportunity to get our systems
and laws modernized as per international best practices. Historically, we are very good in making
laws but always suffer from the lack of implementation. So, in nutshell, we may conclude that
FATF grey list is to be taken as an opportunity and not as a crisis.
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Abstract
Historically, Pakistan’s province Balochistan has been an important link between Central and
South Asia. It is also an important part of the New Silk Road. Its city of Gwadar is the most
important hub city of new Silk Road and Belt and Road Initiative by China. This give a huge
geopolitical and geoeconomic significance to the province locally, regionally and internationally.
Whereas, Balochistan is also rich in natural resources and this increases its geoeconomic
importance, but still Balochistan is facing many development problems such as poverty, illiteracy,
lack of governance, insecurity, bad economic situation, rebellions and terrorism. All these issues
can be entertained by formulating balanced policies to modernize and develop Balochistan
through utilizing its geo economic importance in the region. This article will elaborate the
development problems of Balochistan, its geo economic significance with relevance of geo
economic theoretical concepts and resources present in Blochistan which can be used to bring
development in Balochistan.
Keywords: Gwadar, New Great Game, BRI, Strait of Malacca, Geostrategic
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Introduction
Balochistan, which occupies 43.6 percent of Pakistan’s total land area, offers huge resources to
Pakistan.66 However, in terms of population, this is only 6 percent of the total population in the
country,

67

but the signs of human development in the region have long been the worst in the

country, with 71 percent of the region’s population living in poverty. 68Moreover little attention
has been paid to the development of the region, and according to the Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI), multidimensional poverty is the highest in Balochistan and the lowest in Punjab.
Balochistan has the highest poverty rate among all the provinces in Pakistan. The report also
reflects regional inequality, with Punjab accounting for 31.4 per cent of MPI and Balochistan for
71.2 per cent. The poverty rate of the rural population is very high, as in rural areas it is 84.6%
compared to urban areas, which is 37 percent. This shows that the province lags far behind other
parts of the country and needs systematic control. 69 In terms of poverty, Qila Abdullah district in
Balochistan ranks first in Pakistan. Other districts in the province also have high MPI levels,
indicating that poverty is prevalent throughout the province. At the measurement level, the largest
share of backwardness in education was MPI (42.9%), followed by living standards (27.1%) and
health (24.4%).70
Development Problems of Balochistan
Balochistan has faced development challenges throughout its history. During British imperial rule,
there was no colonial civil administration in the region, and four states of Kalat, Harun, Makran,
and Lasbela having their own administrative legal system. Soon after amalgamating with Pakistan,
the four states were merged as the Balochistan State Union (BSU).71 This hindered the
administrative structure, as the aristocratic elite had no practical knowledge of the administrative
66
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work. In October 1955, a military coup took place when all the units in West Pakistan were united
into one unit. Therefore, the province was unable to form its own administrative structure and the
officers working in the province had neither interest nor understanding of the area. There was no
representation of the local workforce at the middle and upper levels. After the coalition
disintegrated, the officers returned to their provinces, and Balochistan lacked a provincial service
structure throughout the region. From 1948 to 1970, Balochistan was ignored by the central
government. Although the first priority of all governments was to build economic infrastructure
and create and develop effective human resources, but no major investment was made from the
center.72 Governments were accustomed to adding new administrative units without trained
manpower and management plans. For example, under Musharraf, a new police order was issued
under police jurisdiction. In making these changes, the government neglected the most important
element of labor force training and development capacity. A common reason for the failure of
development projects is a lack of working knowledge that harms the economy more than economic
corruption.
Balochistan, on the other hand, is a polluted with low rainfall and agriculture and livestock are the
mainstays of people’s lives, but water shortages in the province hinder production and income in
the province. Increased urbanization has posed a serious threat to environmental catastrophe,
increasing the demand for water resources in the region. Floodwaters are the largest source of
water in the region, accounting for two-thirds of the available water, but much of it is used to
alleviate water shortages in the region as floodwaters are not stored. Due to negligence and
inadequate management of floods in irrigation schemes, agricultural systems damaged as valuable
water and rain have disappeared and the region has been left behind. There are not enough markets,
storage, processing and packaging in the agricultural sector. Quetta currently has a single
wholesale fruit and vegetable market that serves farmers in and around Quetta. There is no market
in the Makran region, as a result the dates are taken to Sindh markets and sold at low prices.
Naseerabad and Jaffarobod are the warehouse of the province, while Dera Murad Jamali has one
small grain market. Most farmers, on the other hand, sell products to the middle class without

UNDP and Planning and Development Department - Government of Balochistan, “Balochistan Comprehensive
Development Strategy 2013 -2020 ”, 2013.
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%20Final%20Draft%20August%2027%202013.pdf Accessed on 2nd Feb 2020.
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knowing their price. The availability of standard seeds, fertilizers and other products is another
concern. There are 367 seed production companies registered in the country and only 3 are located
in Balochistan. In addition, barriers to the supply of fertilizers and pesticides have limited the
presence of private companies in Balochistan. Increasing productivity requires proper research on
farmers ’field problems and seed varieties, which are still lacking, and there is only one agricultural
research institute in Quetta. 73 Similarly, the troubled agricultural situation is also the basis of the
unstable provincial economy. Given the wide range of structural constraints, the government needs
to recognize that the new agricultural strategy should be made which can play a greater role for
the public sector. Water resources management and sustainable and equitable farming systems
should be the center of future planning focusing on efficient use of flood water for farming.
On the other hand, the lack of financial support for agriculture, including livestock and fisheries,
and other sectors is a major obstacle to the development and expansion of enterprises in the region.
Due to limited fish processing capacity, most of the fish is delivered to the Karachi market for
processing and export. In addition, the lack of proper processing equipment in the region has
resulted in the loss of about 30 per cent of the fish, and very little is exported from Balochistan to
international markets, except for a small amount exported to Iran. Other important limitations are
the availability and quality of modern fishing vessels, fishing gear and vehicles and equipment.
Many anglers do not own boats and hire boat owners on a profit-sharing basis. The length of the
largest built boat is 35 meters, and the average price of a 15-meter boat is $ 100 with a 20-year
work limit. Therefore, as a demand of coastal regions, the boat industry is one of the potential
areas of the region. 74
Like other sectors of the economy, the education sector is still lagging behind. Reasons include
low investment in education, low literacy, enrollment problems, low graduation rates, regional and
gender inequality, teacher absenteeism, and low employment. In addition, poverty, illiteracy,
security concerns, and cultural norms lead to less children in school. Compared to the other three
provinces, school infrastructure and attendance in Balochistan are very low. In Balochistan alone,
73
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20% of women can never go to school and 13% have primary or higher education. The biggest
obstacle to education in Balochistan is the lack of school infrastructure and most of the primary
schools have a one-room to two-room structure, with one or two teachers. About fifty seven
percent of schools do not have clean drinking water, forty six percent do not have boundary walls,
fifty two percent do not have electricity, twenty nine percent do not have toilets, and nine percent
do not have shelter. 75 Poverty is another factor contributing to the deterioration of education in the
province. Many families take their children out of school because of the extra fees. There are
significant signs of sexual discrimination in Balochistan. The literacy rate of men and women in
Punjab is 59% and 54%, while in Sindh it is 67% and 44%, whereas72% and 36% in KP and 56%
and 24% in Balochistan respectively. 76 This trend is related to social attitudes and cultural barriers.
In addition, the lack of employment opportunities is forcing many women to drop out of school
and poor enforcement of laws has caused problems, especially when it comes to child labor or
child marriage.
Furthermore, the health situation is not good due to the lack of hospitals, infrastructure, nurses,
doctors and a diagnostic system. There are also problems with supply management, such as the
lack of quality medical and surgical equipment and pharmaceutical companies. Health financing
measures are also needed to reduce the high cost of medicines. Most importantly, there is no central
institution that serves as a hub for pharmacy functions. The government needs to focus on health
management issues. There is a shortage of all types of female staff and specialists in rural areas.
Private sector participation in health care is low, but it is growing slowly and needs a permanent
foundation. There is a very strong social stigma associated with drugs in Balochistan. In
Balochistan, there is a single drug rehabilitation facility that can accommodate 250 potential
patients at a time, but due to lack of funding, the center currently has only 60 beds and no facilities
for female patients. 77 In terms of recruitments, there is currently no training strategy and constant
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barriers to education are also hindering private sector development, as the workforce is largely
illiterate and has limited technical and managerial capacity to run a business. .
In terms of natural resource management, Balochistan lacks modern mining industry, machinery
and foreign direct investment. Iron mining is mainly carried out without modern mining
techniques, and due to weak methods of control, important production indicators are miscalculated
and thus royalties are lost. However, due to the lack of modern technology, the Balochistan
government does not have the latest information on the roads. This affects the ability of the
provincial government to implement rural road development more systematically. In many ways,
the lack of adequate road infrastructure places an economic and social burden on the rural
population and hinders their ability to live well, as well as their right to access public services,
particularly health, education, etc.
The weakness of financial institutions is another important factor that hinders investment in almost
all sectors. In addition, the lack of appropriate infrastructure, especially transportation; Energy and
water are also hampering business development. All of these key factors lead to low productivity
due to low capital, labor, and weak knowledge resources. Moreover, the growing imbalance
between supply and demand has led to unhealthy competition between end consumers and
suppliers. Balochistan has a relatively small size of private sector and business with many barriers.
Private sector growth is hampered by limited financial services, including banking, a weak human
resources base and small markets. Most importantly, such micro-firms are not affiliated with
financial centers, technology, or other sources, and most of the technical and financial resources
come from neighboring provinces. Lack of evidence and capacity for planning and development
is also a factor in the lack of growth and development, although there are large amounts of funding
in some areas. Approximately 40 percent of the population in Balochistan is under the age of 18
which will also put more pressure on the labor market in the coming years..78
Since 2001, the security situation in Balochistan has become more complicated. In addition,
ongoing attacks against terrorism, insurgents, and sects are hampering economic growth. Foreign
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interference in the growing instability in Balochistan is another reason for the shortcomings in the
region. Attacks on the Shiite Hazara community in Quetta have intensified since 2013, affecting
not only families and communities, but demonstrations and rallies across Pakistan are violating
law and order in the province. However, the issue of missing people and bodies is still relevant.
Urban planning has faced many challenges, and some important obstacles are the lack of
appropriate buildings and the lack of appropriate infrastructure. The current land management
system is outdated and does not guarantee reliability, and requires updating computer records with
an efficient, transparent, and easy registration system. Constantly poor governance and a lack of
serious efforts to develop the region are the cause of the current development crisis in Balochistan.
Poor planning and management has manifested itself in many ways. First, Balochistan faced
resource constraints to meet development needs. Dr. Qaiser Bengali said in his analysis that only
0.18% of the country’s GDP is provided for Balochistan’s development costs. 79 The participation
of the private sector in the economic development of Balochistan is limited.
Although the province has great geo economic importance due to geographical location and rich
mineral resources with great potential for public investment in Balochistan but its economic
performance has not increased significantly compared to other provinces. This includes a number
of factors, including instability in recent years, a lack of adequate communication means, and
administrative issues, such as the lack of ownership of certain schemes by government agencies,
and political interference.
Theory of Geo-Economics
The diverse and dynamic definition of geoeconomics understands it as both an analytical approach
and a foreign policy strategy using economic resources to achieve strategic goals. The term
geoeconomics was first introduced by Edward Luttwak to describe the post-Cold War regime, who
believed that the national economic position in the world is superior to military power, and it serve
as the basis of the state. 80 Luttwak claimed that the end of the Cold War permanently diminish the
importance of military power in world affairs and that geopolitics has been replaced in world
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politics by "geopolitical economy" and "geoeconomic priorities and modalities are becoming
dominant in state action." 81 Luttwakian called geoeconomy as new way of competing in world
politics, as he recalled “reorient themselves toward geo-economics in order to compensate for their
decaying geo-political roles”.82 Similarly, Robert Blackwell and Jennifer Harris saw
geoeconomics as a way to promote, protect, and exploit other states economic resources for the
national interests.83 Spark and Lawson also described geoeconomics as a struggle for better
position in the global economy.

84

Baru also linked economic policy, national authority,

geopolitics and classified four aspects as key factors for the long-term geoeconomic power of
states. These factors include intellectual power, agricultural transformation, an active middle class,
and financial opportunity. Baru suggested that geoeconomics focus on the institutional and
international aspects of state-building, taking into account economic growth and global
competitiveness.85
On the other hand, there are several “non-Luttwakian” approaches to the definition of
geoeconomics, which see geoeconomics as a new economic statecraft, but contradict to
Luttwakian. These non-Luttwakian approaches have changed Luttwakian resource relations and
sought resilience to rapidly changing challenges. In this regard, O'Hara and Hefferman considered
geoeconomics as a term for managing, protecting, and exploiting the natural resources of a
particular region. 86 Similarly, Soilen and Youngs described geoeconomics as a way to achieve
sustainable competitive advantage through the study of the cultural and strategic characteristics of
resources, and the governance of resources accordingly.87 Coleman and Sidaway, on the other
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hand, look at geoeconomics to study the political aspects of financial trading and trade flows. 88 In
the same direction, according to Joseph-Georges Kergomard geoconomy studies the relationship
between man and the earth by studying the products that earth provides to the man and the way of
use of the earth by man. The land products can be forest, fish, water, or anything else which as a
result of human intervention can be converted to agricultural products, livestock, and the use of
mineral resources. The benefit of man is that he uses land resources not only for industry but also
for transporting and exchanging land products. 89 Geoeconomics therefore presents the relationship
between geology and applied economics, which can be encompassed by development, state
interests, relative economic growth, power, features of resource use, control by the public, business
sectors and economic security. Therefore, with the help of geoeconomics, it can be explained how
the geo-strategic or natural resources of a state can be used to achieve state interest by managing
all economic resources, from land to human resources over specific geographical areas.
Moreover, the Luttwakian perspective offer an advantage to IR realism because it discusses
government power by geographical and economic means and can be linked to a neo-mercantilist
perspective. Paul Kennedy put forward a similar view, and he argued that all major changes in the
balance of power in the world are explained by changes in the balance of production as he
mentioned “all of the major shifts in the world’s military power balances have followed alterations
in the productive balances; and the rising and falling of the various empires and states in the
international system has been confirmed by the outcomes of the major Great Power wars, where
victory has always gone to the side with the greatest material resources." 90
Geoeconomics has offered to pursue national strategic interests by using economic means as
opposed to military means to compete for relative power in the global strategy. But recent
scholarships have led to increased interdependence in world politics which made such methods
outdated because economic integration and cooperation became strong feature in international
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relations. 91 The rapidly growing economic interdependence of the 1990s and 2000s posed many
challenges and risks to geopolitical and economic interests of states. Due to this economic
domination and liberal institutionalization, the foreign policy of regional powers changed on
economic grounds which include the flow of funding from international markets, the establishment
of new transport corridors, and the demand and supply of resources. In this scenario the nonLuttwakian approach is therefore a new approach to geoeconomics, which can be related to IR
liberalism, as it relates to resources, their use, management, assistance and exchange.92
The liberal aspect of geoeconomics determines the exchange of resources available in some
countries and needed by others, so transporting them and managing these transportation routes
involves different public policies. This interconnectedness will create a new geoeconomic world
order based on the maximum rapid integration of international and domestic security and
economics. The Luttwakian approach has supported zero sum game in economic affair while the
non- Luttwakian approaches can offer non zero-sum game in geo economic matters between
cooperative states. 93
As Mikael Wigell suggested,
“Economic foreign policy is deployed primarily to ensure favorable external
environment for developing the domestic economy………… economic power
is leveraged for national advantage. Whether it is leveraged aggressively as a
unilateral act or using a more multilateral approach by cooperatively engaging
with other states depends on the strategic frame of the country in question. With
a strategic frame, I refer to the particular beliefs, values, and ideas that shape a
country’s geoeconomic strategy. Countries may embody realist or more liberal
strategic frames through which they conduct their external economic policies.
Any typology of regional powers’ geoeconomic strategies should therefore
incorporate both realist and liberal perspectives, keeping open the possibility of
both realist and liberal strategic uses of economic power in practice.”94
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In addition, IR-constructivism approach can explain geoeconomics because it explains the
importance of resources in world politics to change the specificity and position of a state or a
particular region. IR constructivism also helps to elaborate geoeconomics by studying the identities
of a state and the role of ideologies in shaping its geoeconomic practice. 95 As the identities and
values change in international politics due to rise of new regional hegemons and the geoeconomic
map of the world changes significantly in three important directions. First, many governmental
and non-governmental entities have emerged as key players in the global economy. Second,
interdependence requires potential mutual interests, but also reveals mutual and disproportionate
sensitivity between states, as interdependence cannot prevents geopolitical competition and
conflict between states.96 Thus, IR liberalism neglects how power poltics is executed within
interdependence and how financial power is used to achieve strategic goals in the pursuit of
conflicting goals through financial resources, investment, and trade deals. 97 Third, economically,
the global world is facing new challenges such as environmental disasters, food stocks, global
races, and so on.
Moreover, differences in the economic levels of states somehow affect geopolitical relations
between states and their national economic growth. The strong and robust markets with first-tier
developed countries and second-tier states have more industrial opportunities while developing
countries based on agricultural economies.98 As a result, many countries have developed their own
policies that advance their numerous geopolitical and geopolitical interests, taking advantage of
the geopolitical opportunities provided by international politics. In this regard, Germany quickly
made an impact on other countries through economic means99 Similarly, Russia has rescinded
other energy deals, offering a number of benefits to local actors in other countries. At the same
time, China’s geopolitical strategic intervention is the most visible among third world countries.
Along with industrial expressionism, China has used all geographical tools, such as creating and
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managing trade routes and shaping resource-based foreign policy through the formation of local
interest groups in the global south. 100 Some critics, such as Chase Dunn, argue that the region has
become “unit of coreness or peripherally” based on new geoeconomic networks. 101
The geoeconomic threshold also increases with increase in number of State Scale Entity (SSE) and
Sub State Actors (SSAs) which includes small private-own firms, independent entrepreneurs and
organizations. Whereas the Hyper State Entities (HSEs) like international or regional
Organizations (IMF, WTO, World Bank) also plays important role in geoeconomic activities. 102
Geoeconomics also focuses on certain geopolitical factors, such as strategy, diplomacy,
economics, resources, ethnic groups, society, culture, location, economic intelligence, and
forecasting for the economic development by states. These factors affect local and international
actors, as well as the geoeconomic relations of countries.103 The biggest factor of influence is the
geographical location or geographical location that gives geographical importance to some place,
climate, its resources, population and all local proximities. In this way, strong geoeconomic ties
between neighboring states can have a two-way effect. 104
Geo-location reflects the advantages of transport routes and the sustainability of resources.
Location drivers facilitate geoeconomic through selection mechanisms, particularly in the
construction of geoeconomic zones, border ports, seaports, and international airports, leading to
economic, social, and cultural development. These ports can have a positive impact on reducing
transportation costs and shortening the delivery time of commercial goods and can bring economic
prosperity and development to the local area. However, differences in the resources of the two
regions or states can create opportunities for new industries and bilateral geoeconomic
cooperation. 105 The geopolitical aspect that may affect the process of geoeconomic cooperation in
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terms of location may be regional conflicts. Other political aspects that may affect geoeconomic
issues are coordination, institutional mechanisms, and the strength of negotiations which may be
based on detailed economic or trade agreements, high-level visits, and resolution of conflicting or
sensitive issues. There are also several cultural elements that contribute to geoeconomic
association.106 As this culture provides an “easy channel” for regional cooperation between
countries and becomes a strong “promotor” of geoeconomic development through the
development of regional identity. Therefore, common cultural values such as language, religion,
and values can attract more collaboration and investment for geoeconomic expansion. At the same
time, cooperation can also be strengthened through cultural exchange activities in different
cultures, such transmission mechanisms effect the mediations in geoeconomic relations. 107 Other
basic fundamentals and determinants to the geoeconomic structure are labor, markets, industrial
policy, technical sectors, collaboration mechanisms, and the share of production. These are the
driving forces of governance, and if they contribute strongly to basic geoeconomic relations, a
rapid economic flow between states can be observed, otherwise it can create an isolated economic
structure. Therefore, governments need to develop or present some basic principles for establishing
geoeconomic relations for the modernization of societies and systems. 108
In respect of the given geo economic parameters Balochistan has so much potential in reference
of natural resources, geo location, social and cultural aspects and requires appropriate policies by
government for utilization of all these resources.
Geo Economic Resources for Development in Balochistan
The most important geo-economic potential in Balochistan is Gwadar port and its natural
resources. Balochistan province has gained international recognition through China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) under China’s “One Belt One Road” initiative. The region is a
province of potential because the region has a long coastline and it is rich in minerals such as
uranium, copper, coal, gold, silver, platinum and aluminum and provides one-third of the country’s
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natural gas but has not been able to use its hydrocarbon resources. Gwadar port under CPEC
project is a deep seaport that is a triangle that connects Central Asia, South Asia and the Persian
Gulf region. According to journalist Robert D. Kaplan, the Indian Ocean is the busiest and most
important sea for trade, as 50 percent of all container traffic and 70 percent of oil transportation
passes through its waters. The port city of Gwadar could become a “new Silk Road connection”.
109

Gwadar is an important seaport that can provide the shortest route to landlocked countries such

as Afghanistan, which is locked for sea trade, and can be considered part of the New Silk Road
with the advancement of technology. As a knotted city on the New Silk Road, Gwadar is of great
economic importance both domestically and internationally, and has made Balochistan a land
connecting South and Central Asia. If this important position is used, it could be a tool to increase
Pakistan’s integration into the global economy and reduce internal poverty, violence and anxiety.
By opening trade routes in Balochistan, the Pakistani government and its people can become the
biggest beneficiaries of the New Silk Road, and Pakistani roads will be set for new purposes, and
its businessmen will have new resources in Central Asia. 110 China has spent millions of dollars to
build the port of Gwadar, so Gwadar, Davi and Kyukipu will allow China to avoid believing it will
move to Malacca for oil trade. 111 The western part of China will be connected to the Gwadar port
and will also become a communication network by linking Central China to Gwadar as it greatly
facilitate the communication of goods between China Pakistan and neighboring regions by linking
Indian Ocean to Kashgar via land transportation. This will improve Balochistan’s economy and
increase China’s trade with Pakistan with transit fees for all goods passing through its territory. So
the port of Gwadar can restore the old Silk Road and Pakistan’s economy.112 Central Asia-ChinaPakistan trade facilitates the development by foreign direct investment, income, employment
opportunities, economic and infrastructure in Pakistan and all neighboring countries. Balochistan
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will become a regional trade center and energy transportation hub for all interconnected countries
on the New Silk Road.. This will open up opportunities for mutual trade between all neighboring
countries, as well as economically unite the regions of Central Asia and South Asia. Balochistan
will take the western route of CPEC, which passes through its cities of Quetta, Sohrab and Turbat,
to reach the port. Gwadar International Airport and land transportation can bring rapid transit to
businesses in South Asia, Central Asia, Eurasia and the Middle East. The port could offer the
shortest sea routes to developing Central Asian countries and western China, for which China is
investing heavily in Balochistan. 113
The geographical location of Balochistan is already providing transportation through gas pipelines
such as IPI (Iran, Pakistan, India) in the IPC (Iran, Pakistan, China) pipeline. 114 It also offers a
special economic zone for economic cooperation between China and Pakistan. These special
economic zones can play an important role in the economic development of Balochistan, as well
as can lead to cooperation in industry and agriculture, which is already evident between China
Machinery Engineering Corporation and the Balochistan government. Balochistan is also rich in
mineral resources that are useful for resource endowment between China and Pakistan.

115

The

Reckodek zone is very important in Chagi because it is also known as the “Gold Mountain or
Hillock of Gold”.

116

In terms of geological culture, more than 12 million people of Balochistan

share cultural values with neighboring countries, which is beneficial in concluding economic
agreements between the business circles of neighboring countries. The population is hardworking
and able to work in many industries for low wages, which is also beneficial for investors or
industrial cooperatives. Its mega lands are also open to immigrants who want to invest
economically here, and it is a very attractive region for new markets, industries and technology
sectors. The people of Balochistan are interested in opportunities to help them improve their skills
and economic situation. On the other hand, institutional cooperation has been established between
the provincial government of Balochistan and the government of China, and a number of high-

Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, “CPEC and Gwadar’s development rays of hope for Pakistan”, Arab News, April 01, 2019.
http://www.arabnews.pk/node/1475951
114
Shabir Ahmad Khan, “Geo-Economic Imperatives of Gwadar Sea Port and Kashgar Economic Zone for Pakistan
and China” IPRI Journal XIII, no 2,(Summer 2013): 87-100.
115
“Balochistan
can
bring
regional
prosperity:
CM”,
The
News,
January
25,
2019.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/423141-balochistan-can-bring-regional-prosperity-cm
116
Zafarullah Barech, “A Geo-Political Analysis Of Balochistan” The Balochistan Point, December 6, 2014.
http://thebalochistanpoint.com/a-geo-political-analysis-of-balochistan/
113

79

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

level visits have been made in connection with the geo-economic partnership. The ethnic struggle
of the Baloch Liberation Army is a controversial or sensitive issue in geological-economic trade,
which should be resolved through communication and giving as many opportunities as possible
to the local population. However, economic growth alone cannot guarantee community growth
because society is responsible for innovation or modernization. Modernization helps to develop
geoeconomic cooperation by providing modern economic conditions, and it is also important to
maintain the economic growth achieved through geoeconomic policy.
Sustainable development in Balochistan requires a balanced policy framework, capacity building
of public sector institutions, involvement of the private sector in development, evidence-based
development planning, and improvement of law and order. The political leadership and
bureaucratic mechanism must move forward to implement strict development policies, reforms
and programs. This process needs the help of the private sector to make significant investments in
economic growth, job creation and social development. Public Sector Development Program
(PSDP) The PSDP is an important tool for regional development in allocating large amounts of
development funds to various sectors.
After the 18th Amendment and the NFC Award, powers were transferred to the provincial
government, so the collection and development of the PSDP was now delegated to the provincial
government. Balochistan's claim for royalties on natural gas and gas production needs an
appropriate response from the federation. The Balochistan government will borrow 120 to 120
billion over the next 12 years, which should be used with proper planning. 117
In Pakistan, the share of Balochistan’s cattle, especially sheep and goats, is large. Similarly, the
770 km long beach also offers a great opportunity to create a bright industry. As for the
development of industry, Balochistan offers private investment opportunities in mining, cherry,
livestock and agriculture and coastal tourism. Balochistan’s “cottage” industry can not only
improve the skills of women in the region, but also become a source of income and a global
embroidery house. It has 740 km of tourist and coastline, as well as two international borders with

UNDP and Planning and Development Department - Government of Balochistan, “Balochistan Comprehensive
Development Strategy 2013 -2020 ”, 2013.
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%20Final%20Draft%20August%2027%202013.pdf
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Afghanistan and Iran, which can bring huge profits by opening new routes for trade and
transportation and cultural exchange. In the nine special zones under the CPEC project, two are
located in Balochistan, Hub and Bostan, which can stimulate the industrial life of the province and
create new jobs for young people. 118
The Hub economic zone has the potential to attract foreign direct investment, especially in the
field of maritime transport. At the same time, one dangerous thing is that Balochistan's human
resources are developing and are not accepted for technical work offered by foreign direct
investment or Chinese direct investment. So currently it is not possible to significantly increase
the source of lucrative employment. Similarly, the Bostan Economic Zone is also in the early
stages of development and the Balochistan government solely is unable to develop it as an
innovative economic zone. By 2025, the labor force in Balochistan could increase by 7.2 million,
and based on historical employment flexibility, the annual growth rate of these workers will be
6.5% per year. 119
In short, if the federal and local governments do not implement the right policies and reforms,
CPEC will not be able to change or develop Balochistan. Economic development cannot be
achieved without a minimum level of peace and stability, especially when certain groups of the
local population continue to fight violently against the legitimacy of the state.
The region can also bring in huge revenue through tourism. Located 130 km north of Quetta, the
small but beautiful town of Vel Pelagram, surrounded by hills and fertile forests, offers great
opportunities for tourism in the region. Similarly, turning areas such as Ziarat, Pir Ghayab, Pir
Ibrahim, Lake Hina, Gondrani Gar City, Chappar Raft, Peri Chashma, Lake Zangi Navar, Way in
Lasbela, Chhot Molla, Mannavali into beautiful tourist centers possible. The mountains of
Balochistan are great for hiking and camping. Louis Sar Naikan is the highest peak in the region
at 3,578 meters (11,738 feet). 120 The same is true for coastal areas that are suitable for beaches.
The Macran Coastal Highway and the Queen of Hope (a statue named after the famous Hollywood
Invest Pakistan, “Special Economic Zone Framework in Pakistan“, https://invest.gov.pk/sez
Asian Development Bank, “PAKISTAN Balochistan Economic Report From Periphery to Core”, Report No.
40345-PK, https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-document/68282/39003-pak-tacr.pdf
120
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Accessed on 27 Jan 2021.
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actress Angelina Jolie when she visited the region in 2002 as a UN Goodwill Ambassador) could
also be another major tourist destination. 121 The main coastal area in this regard is between Amara
Beach, Dumb Se Barara and Gadani Beach. All of these places can be turned into beautiful tourist
centers. At present, they do not have proper transport routes and roads, which makes it difficult to
reach these areas. Although the infrastructure is very poor, it needs to be improved, but the stable
security situation of tourism for international tourists is another factor and the government should
launch a media campaign to develop tourism in Balochistan.
There is a cultural diversity in the region that can be attractive to both foreign and local visitors.
The coastal region of Makran differs from Quetta and the diversity of Baloch and Pashtun cultures.
This culture is associated and influenced by Persian, Iranian, Afghan, Central Asian, and Eurasian
nomadic cultures which can offer cultural diplomacy for regional peace and prosperity. The area
is very suitable for sports such as sports, jeep racing, horse and camel racing. Recent developments
in this regard include the construction of the Gwadar Cricket Stadium and the establishment of a
Jhal Magsi Jeep by the government. 122 Balochistan has four seasons and is celebrated in the heat
of summer and the coldest winter in different parts of the country. The climate is also facing
problems due to deforestation, planting, water scarcity and drought. Existing forests such as the
Juniper Forest are also at risk. To improve air quality, the government should launch planting
campaigns in Balochistan.
There are copper, gold, iron, coal, marble, sulfur and other deposits in the region and 80% of the
minerals mined in Pakistan come from Balochistan.

123

Coal is the most common fuel for

communal and industrial electricity generation and is the country’s most economically viable fuel
due to rising oil prices and declining gas reserves. Balochistan is proven to have 217 million tons
of coal resources. There are five coal mines: Host Shahrig Harne, Soar Range Level, Doki, Mach
and Pir Ismail Ziarat-Chalmang. At present, these industries produce an average of 2.2 million
tons of coal per year, which is more than half of the national coal production. Therefore,
Balochistan can use this coal to build coal-fired power plants to reduce the demand for electricity
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in the province. Marble is another important source of the region. According to MMDD, Chaghi,
Zardkan, Siah Chang, Julie, Petkok, Muskchah, Zia, Chilgazi and Batak have large quality marble
deposits. There are onyx deposits in Chamgi, Bolan, Lasbela and Khuzdar. Balochistan marble is
of high quality and used in the local construction industry. With good technology and good
marketing methods, the total volume of marble and onyx exports is expected to increase from USD
7 7 million to USD 40 40 million. 124 China is the largest importer of marble and granite raw
materials. It is processed in China and exported to various countries at high prices. Export value
for marble products to Balochistan is expected to increase significantly if additional value-added
services such as high-quality cutting and polishing are emphasized. While there are large chromite
deposits in Balochistan, chromite is used commercially and is a source of chromium as a mixing
element. The first discovery was made in 1901 in Muslim Bagh and Hanuzai in Qila Sayfola
district. Reserves were also found in Zob, Chagi, Harun, Khuzdar and Lasbela districts. It is mined
both in pits and underground. In the Muslim Bagh, Ras Koh, and Wood areas, chromite is mainly
obtained as a result of traditional mining. The ore is transported by truck to Karachi, where it is
refined and exported. China is the largest chromite importer in Balochistan.
The chemical industry also uses chromium in the production of chromic acid and in the production
of bricks. Balochistan, Khuzdar and Lasbela districts have 27 million tons of lead and zinc
reserves. Zinc ore is found in Dadar, Shekran, Malihoran, Ganga, Saray and Mithi areas and is the
largest mineral deposit found in Dadar. The Dadar project is the first non-ferrous metal mine in
Pakistan to adopt underground mining technology and zinc ore production was 2,268 tons and
19,557 tons, respectively.

125

It can be used in the manufacture of lead accumulators, cable

sheathing, lead tubes, lubricants, ammunition, bearings and some alloy materials. Zinc oxide is
also used in the rubber industry. In addition, limestone is a huge sedimentary deposit in Balochistan
and has vast mineral resources that stretch from the coast near Karachi to Chagi and Zohb in the
north. It is an important raw material for cement and is also used in the production of bleaching
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powder, glass, soap, paper, paint and lime. Most often, limestone is used in tree bark to combat
pests and termites. 126
Minerals are also widely used in soil aeration and salinization. Revenues from mineral resources
come from a variety of sources, such as application fees, the annual rent and royalties of of
Balochistan’s mines and minerals. Payments, annual rents and royalties are collected in accordance
with the 2002 Minerals Regulations. Revenue collection has increased significantly over the past
four years, but still a balanced policy framework, private sector participation in the development
and growth of public sector institutions, evidence-based development planning and legitimacy.
In general, given the economic potential and resources of Balochistan, rapid social and economic
development can take place if all stakeholders work together. The political administration and
bureaucratic mechanism must move forward in the implementation of sustainable development
policies, reforms and programs. This process needs the help of the private sector to make
significant investments in economic growth, job creation and social development.
Conclusion:
Balochistan is rich in all the geoeconomic elements necessary for geoeconomic relations and
development. Due to its geographical location, it has historically been on the Silk Road and is now
an important center of the China-Pakistan economic corridor due to the presence of the port of
Gwadar. The development process of Balochistan has faced many issues, including historical
stigma, non-implementation of development policies, and the legitimacy problems. All of this has
never allowed Balochistan to go beyond traditional or ancient socio-cultural boundaries, which is
still the biggest cause of backwardness. It therefore needs to utilize its geo economic resources and
modernize the system and socio-cultural values for sustainable development. Gwadar under CPEC
is developed as a major center of international trade uniting China, Afghanistan and the Central
Asian Republic, and is designed to serve as the country’s largest port outside Karachi and Port
Qasim. More recently, with all these shortcomings, depending on instability and remoteness, these
factors may now pose similar challenges for CPEC, the port of Gwadar, and other development
UNDP and Planning and Development Department - Government of Balochistan, “Balochistan Comprehensive
Development Strategy 2013 -2020 ”, 2013.
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/pakistan/docs/PROCUREMENT/2018/July%202018/2)%20BCDS%20Revised
%20Final%20Draft%20August%2027%202013.pdf Accessed on 27 Jan 2021.
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projects in the region. Similarly, due to low connectivity and low permeability and absorption
capacity, Balochistan seems unlikely to benefit from the energy generated under CPEC. An
important aspect of local public discussion on CPEC is that CPEC may increase horizontal
inequality in a country. There is also a fear in the local community of the city and province that
they will not be able to get a fair share of the total volume of investment and development projects
under the umbrella of CPEC.
The province also have many other potentials for development projects that includes usage of
mineral resources, tourism and cultural diplomacy. The region can be more prosperous if the
attention should be given to the education, health, security, water and environmental issues, human
resources endowment and development public and private business infrastructure of the region.
While it is important to pay close attention to the real results of this huge development agenda for
the people of this region, this initiative will undoubtedly make Balochistan a strategic participant
in national and regional development along with its coastline. CPEC needs to remove development
barriers and improve human development by using human and natural resources potential for
development with cooperation of all local and international stakeholders.
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Abstract
Deterrence means creating a discouraging situation for your adversary to take
offensive actions against you by presenting the cost of conflict that is
disproportionately high. In the nuclear age, deterrence has two objectives to fulfil. The
first is to counter your adversary while the second is to avoid the war at the same time.
The nuclearization of the world has increased the deterrence stability within different
regions. But in the South Asian region, deterrence stability has failed to establish a
permanent peace because the strategic competition between India and Pakistan is
action-reaction oriented. Pakistan has been successfully countering Indian aggression
on every level, it was India that dragged the sub-continent into a relentless nuclear
arms race and now it is once again trying to disturb regional peace through its proactive military doctrines while trying to find a space for limited conventional conflict
under Pakistan’s nuclear threshold. Pakistan has successfully restored the quickly
vaporizing balance in the region and nuclear deterrence was saved from evaporating
with the help of a nuclear-cum-conventional deterrent Hatf Nasr because India fears
the escalation of its conventional adventure into a full-scale nuclear war after the use
of Tactical-Nuclear Weapon by Pakistan as a response to its CSD, thus re-establishing
the deterrence of strategic weapons in the region.
Key Words: Deterrence, Nuclearization, Action-Reaction, Cold War, Strategy
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Introduction
Deterrence has its roots in human behaviour towards security and its application in society, but
this concept has been narrowed down in the era of nuclearization during the Cold War. Deterrence
means creating a discouraging situation for your adversary to take offensive actions against you
by presenting the cost of conflict that is disproportionately high.127 Deterrence is a concept for
operating upon the thinking of others; it, therefore, entails some basic presumptions about the
behaviour of the other side, especially during a time of crisis.128 Deterrence in the nuclear age
establishes itself when a smaller state communicates to its relatively greater/powerful adversary
about the outcomes of a conflict if initiated by the stronger party, smaller state vows to be ready
for a suicidal war and will not refrain from inflicting unacceptable damage if conflict breaks out
thus raising the cost of conflict. Although states are rational actors, even though if a conflict breaks
out between the two nuclear states, and when the survival of the smaller state is at stake one cannot
expect it to behave rationally, anymore. Deterrence thus operates on the rational fear that the other
side would not act rationally once it has suffered severe losses.129
Deterrence is often confused with the defence while both are different in their connotations.
Deterrence is a peacetime phenomenon that is being shaped by the behaviour of the rival states,
where a state limits the actions of its opponent through credible communication whereas the
defence becomes active when deterrence fails and in which you need to devise a strategy to lower
your risks and costs130. According to Glenn Snyder, deterrence refers to the policies designed to
discourage the enemy from taking any military action by raising the cost so it outweighs the
prospective gain. While defence policies are designed to reduce one’s own cost and risks in the
event deterrence fails.131 Deterrence is not a static concept rather it is a dynamic one, it has to be
fed upon the latest developments and scenarios. Between India and Pakistan, deterrence doesn’t
solely depend upon nuclear weapons, “despite the presence of nuclear weapons, conventional
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deterrence remains the foundation of the ‘ugly stability’ that persists between India and
Pakistan.”132
The nuclearization of the world during the Cold War has changed the perception of deterrence, it
has become a strategy now. In the nuclear age, deterrence has two objectives to fulfil. The first is
to counter your adversary while the second is to avoid the war at the same time, both are difficult
to achieve simultaneously. As Bernard Brodie famously stated after the advent of a nuclear
weapon, “Thus far the chief purpose of our military establishment has been to win the wars. From
now on its chief objective must be to avoid them.”133 The nuclearization of the world has increased
the deterrence stability within different regions. But in the South Asian region, strategic stability
has failed to establish a permanent peace because the strategic competition between India and
Pakistan is action-reaction oriented134. Both Pakistan and India share bitter history. As soon as
India declared itself as a nuclear power in 1998, a debate among the policymakers and analysts
started either it would create a sustainable deterrence within the region or not. Right after India,
Pakistan also conducted the successful nuclear tests in reciprocity due to arising security dilemma.
The analysts had contradictory views about Indian and Pakistani nuclear power and deterrence
developed after attaining this power, some of them claim that as both states have nuclear weapons
now it will reduce the probability of war, moreover, any type of limited conflict will carry the
threat of escalation into the nuclear war. Ergo, neither of them can afford the cost of falling into
the war135. But still, this couldn’t eliminate the hostility between the two states rather it increased
disturbance, instability and an unending arms race in the region which have created a conundrum
for the two countries.
There are two preconditions for a credible deterrence to be established between the two rival states,
the survivability-vulnerability equation should be balanced. This equation means that the
survivability of each other has been ensured by the vulnerability to each other’s attacks. State A
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must keep itself vulnerable to the strikes of State B if they both want the deterrence to work and
sustain the peace that deterrence would bring for them. ABM treaty of 1972 between the USA and
USSR is the classic example of a balanced survivability-vulnerability equation ensuring the peace
between two nuclear rivals through deterrence. But, the question is that, is such an arrangement
possible between India and Pakistan? The answer is no because the Cold-War nuclear deterrence
model will not work in South Asia due to many reasons including the different types of politicohistorical reasons and strategic competition between India and Pakistan. Indian attitude towards
hawkish military build-up and pro-active military doctrines is the core destabilizing factor behind
the nuclear deterrence in South Asia.
South Asia is an intense region due to the presence of two nuclear arch-rivals, India and Pakistan
share a bitter history, both have faced each other militarily on quite a few occasions in the past. So
far, India being a revisionist state and contender for a regional hegemony on many occasions has
tried to shift the regional balance of power in its favour which creates a security dilemma for
Pakistan and thus the latter has to respond in a similar manner leading to a vicious security
competition and an un-ending arms race in the region. Indian approach had severe destabilizing
effects on the regional peace as it led to the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the sub-continent
before and now further lowering the nuclear threshold which is alarming for the regional peace.
Both Indian and Pakistan’s subsequent nuclear tests in 1998 brought long-sought stability in the
region, both rival states knew that their adversary is capable of inflicting unacceptable damage
thus raising the prospective cost of the conflict against the prospective gains, ergo both exercised
restrain.
Kargil conflict of 1999 is a classic example of this mutual restraint where neither Pakistan nor
especially India tried to escalate the limited conflict due to the heightened fear of an all-out nuclear
war. This was the success of nuclear deterrence, where Pakistan made India aware of the results,
as its always relatively the smaller power which has to communicate credibly about its capabilities
to its relatively greater rival, Ganguly denotes this as “Pakistan has indeed succeeded in deterring
a conventional military attack by India in the crises of 1999 and 2001-2002.”136
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Although India claimed that its nuclear program was for peace but Pakistan refused to rely upon
the intentions of India as “State’s intention can be benign on one day and hostile on the next”137.
Pakistan being a rational state actor had to fear the intentions of its arch-rival, fear became the key
driver behind the actions of Pakistan especially when its survival was on the stake, “once fear
aroused as a function of uncertainty about others' intentions, can acquire a life of its own and
become a powerful driver of the security dilemma and spiral.”138 In case of Pakistan, fear and
threat to its survival is the key driving factor behind Pakistan’s responses to India.
Pakistan has been successfully countering Indian aggression on every level, it was India that
dragged the sub-continent into a relentless nuclear arms race and now it is once again trying to
disturb the regional peace through its pro-active military doctrines while trying to find the space
for a limited conventional conflict under Pakistan’s nuclear threshold. These pro-active military
doctrines especially the Cold-Start Doctrine CSD of India has once again threatened the nuclear
deterrence in the sub-continent that was established as a result of 1998 nuclear explosions, “the
growing conventional force imbalance between India and Pakistan has destabilizing effects on
their nuclear relationship.”139 India working to build state of the art and modern conventional
military machine to pursue its objectives against Pakistan through CSD thus raising the bar for
Pakistan so much that the latter didn’t have any choice to deter India’s ambitions other than
lowering its nuclear threshold further by developing the Tactical-Nuclear Weapon Hatf Nasr.
Adaptation of Cold-Start Doctrine (CSD) by India and transition of Pakistan’s posture into fullspectrum credible deterrence to deter any possible conventional aggression by India, has increased
the vulnerability of the region in which the latter state has no contribution towards disturbing the
regional peace whatsoever since it is only ensuring its survival through balancing the power and
maintaining the status quo. According to Narang, “The challenge to stability in South Asia will
only be intensified if India progresses towards Cold-Start conventional posture, which might then
push the Pakistani Army toward a ready deterrent on effectively hair-trigger alert.”140 Many
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Pakistani analysts have sounded warnings about the Indian military’s growing quantitative and
qualitative advantages.141 Indian ambition of building a modern conventional force is having
adverse effects on the stability in South Asia because it will shift the conventional balance in favour
of India and it is speculated that if India does not give up its ambitions of becoming a
conventionally superior power in the region, it will not only increase Pakistan’s security dilemma
but might as well end up bringing into play the tactical-nuclear weapons in the event of any
conventional aggression by India which might as well escalate into a full-scale nuclear war. Former
President of Pakistan Pervez Musharraf highlighted the importance of conventional balance by
stating that, ‘the conventional balance in South Asia is extremely important to maintain peace in
the region.’142 Recently, a spokesman of the Foreign Office of Pakistan also reiterated the same
point by stating that, “there are acquisitions of sophisticated weaponry by our neighbour which
will disturb the conventional balance between our two countries and hence, lower the nuclear
threshold.”143
Pakistan as a status quo power has always wanted the nuclear deterrence to work in the subcontinent but it is India who has the revisionist ambitions and wants to claim the regional
hegemony for itself which of course would have adverse strategic implications for Pakistan on
both political as well as strategic level, therefore, Pakistan cannot afford India to succeed. “Nuclear
deterrence between two nuclear weapon rival states should help stabilize the region but it needs to
be understood that stability is also dependent on several other tangible and intangible factors such
as the existing level of conventional forces and the security doctrines of the respective nuclear
states.”144 Since India is increasing its conventional might and continuously enhancing it along
with the adaption of pro-active military doctrines like CSD and defensive-offence doctrine, one
thing is clear that India wants nuclear deterrence to fail in South Asia. It is a deliberate move of
India towards disturbing the regional peace and that could push the region into the fire on the
slightest of miscalculation or misunderstanding due to the lack of existence of escalation control
mechanism between the two nuclear arch-rivals. As suggested by Biswas, “The Cold Start could
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be an option available to New Delhi in the future, but that could directly challenge Pakistan’s
commitment to using tactical nuclear weapons first under its policy of full-spectrum deterrence,
thereby threatening deterrence-stability.”145
The security doctrines, deterrence stability and escalation control are three inter-connected factors,
it is believed that the security doctrine sets the parameters irrespective of the other two factors’
stability. If the security doctrine is designed to fight a war, the other two factors are
correspondingly affected especially when the two belligerents have asymmetry in their
conventional forces.146 This statement can help to understand the equation between India and
Pakistan, both states neither have any escalation control mechanism nor have symmetrical
conventional forces and a cherry on the top is the Indian adaption and hasty pursuit of conventional
buildup to support their pro-active military doctrines, thus leading the region into chaos by
lowering the nuclear threshold so much that fear of nuclear Armageddon is haunting the region
due to Indian ambitions and stubbornness as argued by Kalyanaraman, ‘the Cold Start doctrine
contains within itself the seeds of escalation in a nuclear environment.’147 Indian ambitions are
posing threat to deterrence in South Asia because the chief purpose of military establishment and
enhancement by India is not to avoid the war unlike suggested by Brodie, but in the case of India,
the chief purpose is to fight the war.
Military procurements to support CSD by India are dangerous for regional stability and nuclear
deterrence which in the wake of such hawkish pursuit seems to be deteriorating quickly, but this
is not the only Indian effort to sabotage the nuclear deterrence in South Asia as “India’s ambition
to develop its ABM system to protect its megacities against incoming missiles is another factor
that has implications on deterrence stability.”148 India is trying to erase the survivabilityvulnerability equation by making itself less vulnerable to Pakistani strikes which automatically
increases Pakistan’s vulnerability to Indian strikes and thus seriously damaging the deterrence
stability in the region. As earlier pointed out, “India is developing shield against incoming missiles
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fired from a distance of up to 5000 km range. It says it already possesses defence against missiles
of 2000 km range.”149 The BMD maintained by one country is likely to trigger a new arms races,
which may have instability effects on the deterrence in the region. It was because of the concerns
for growing instability of nuclear deterrence to the point where it might break down, that led the
US and the Soviet Union agreed in 1972 to place limits on defensive missile forces in the AntiBallistic Missile (ABM) Treaty.150 Ergo, India should refrain from acquiring and operationalizing
the Missile Defence Systems so that the survivability-vulnerability equation could remain intact
for the sake of deterrence to remain effective as, the notion of nuclear deterrence rests on the
mutual vulnerability of both sides to the attack of each other. In theory, India becomes invulnerable
to Pakistani ballistic missile attacks by developing and deploying a missile defence system. 151
Cold-Start, Separating Reality from Myth
Cold Start, the concept dictates the rearrangement of forces of tri-services (army, air force and
navy) from three large strike groups into eight smaller Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs),
comprising of mechanised infantry, artillery and armour for surgical strikes and quick incursion
into Pakistan in a very short period of 72- 96 hours.152 India will be adopting the ‘bite and hold’
approach for a quick period, the aim is to inflict significant harm on the Pakistan Army before the
international community can intercede and, at the same time, pursue narrow enough aims to deny
Islamabad a justification to escalate the clash to the nuclear level.153
Does India possess the required capabilities and skills to materialize the CSD? Does India believe
in the rationale behind CSD and that it will bring the required results without escalating to a nuclear
conflict? Is India certain about Pakistan’s intentions and their abilities that whether Pakistan will
hesitate to use TNW against them or they will not let Pakistan use it by moving swiftly and keeping
the aims and objectives narrow?
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To answer these questions, a kaleidoscopic approach to view the politico-strategic environment of
South Asia is required along with the careful analysis of the kind of interaction between two archrivals. First of all, the interaction between India and Pakistan is broadly guided by the
stability/instability paradox, a corollary of the nuclear deterrence theory states that nuclear
weapons create stability at the macro level when the two rival states have matching capabilities.
But the confidence that the conflict will not escalate to a nuclear level, creates instability at the
micro-level.154 Interaction between India and Pakistan can also be described through
action/reaction approach, policies of both states are reactionary to each other, subsequent nuclear
explosions in 1998 are one example. Secondly, the South Asian strategic environment is conducive
for the conflict as there exists a power vacuum and a window for low-intensity conflict which
should be left unchecked for the deterrence to work as the rationality suggests, but India is
dedicated to exploiting that vacuum which makes South Asia a conundrum for the experts.
Is CSD the opportunity India was searching for to exploit that window of conflict below Pakistan’s
nuclear threshold, does it exist at all in the first place and has it achieved the required results? This
proactive strategy, sometimes referred to as ‘Cold Start’ has never been officially adopted by the
Indian Army but it has been tested in numerous wargames since 2004 and appears to drive the
service’s procurement and modernization strategy.155 According to India the answer is positive,
and to make CSD a reality India has long been preparing and modernizing its military and spending
billions of dollars to enhance its military’s capabilities, Indian defence spending has doubled in
real terms since 1997, growing at an average of 6.3 per cent per year. 156 The government of
Narendra Modi announced a further 11 per cent hike, raising the 2015-2016 military budget to
$39.8 billion. Moreover, India is presently the world’s largest buyer of conventional weapons, with
upwards of $100 billion expected to be spent on modernizing its defence forces over the next
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decade.157 India also bought 36 Rafael Fighter Jets from France laced with the latest technologies
to counter Pakistan’s areal superiority at the cost of 7.8 billion Euros. Rafael is being projected to
be a game-changer and an important block of CSD in the aftermath of a dogfight between the
fighter jets of IAF and PAF, as a result, the IAF jet was shot down in Pakistan’s territory. Hence,
CSD didn’t prove to be a viable approach for especially after Pakistan countered it with its TNW,
‘Nasr pours cold water to the Cold Start…thus this is a weapon of peace. It restores the balance; it
should convince India to think long before deciding to attack.’158
Moreover, a host of structural factors mitigate whatever advantages India may be gaining through
military modernization: terrain and the deployment of Pakistani forces are not conducive to rapid
successes in areas of significant strategic value, in the most likely conflict scenarios India is
unlikely to achieve the strategic surprise necessary to make a limited offensive succeed, and there
is no evidence that the Indian military possesses a sufficient skill asymmetry over Pakistani forces
to overcome these two deficiencies through the use of advanced military technology.159 Also,
Despite a growing technological edge in some areas, Indian policymakers cannot be confident that
even a limited resort to military force would achieve a rapid result, which is an essential precondition for deterrence failure.160 CSD failed to perform on both political as well as strategic
grounds, on strategic grounds despite the massive investment, it didn’t bring Indian Military the
anticipated results and advantage over the Pakistani Armed Forces which can ensure a swift and
sweet victory, and on political grounds, it failed even more badly than Indian policymakers
themselves are not sure about the capability of Indian Military vis-à-vis CSD and outcomes that it
might incur.
Conclusion
Indian efforts for the failure of nuclear deterrence in South Asia to find a space for limited
conventional conflict under Pakistan’s nuclear threshold, have forced Pakistan to respond in a
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rather predictable way to counter Indian pro-active military doctrine CSD through further lowering
its nuclear threshold by introducing Tactical Nuclear Weapons. Pakistan deterred CSD with its
TNWs, which has increased the vulnerability and instability of the region but Pakistan cannot be
blamed for this instability as it was not Pakistan’s choice rather the compulsion of structure and
Pakistan had no choice other than to fill-up the increasing power gap with India in conventional
realm. Pakistan has so far successfully deterred Indian ambitions through its TNWs, as India has
not yet been able to operationalize its pro-active military doctrine against Pakistan. Pakistan’s
response to CSD has a catastrophic effect on costly Indian preparations and its Pakistan specific
military modernization as it is of no use anymore. Pakistan has restored the quickly losing balance
in the region and nuclear deterrence was saved from eroding by a nuclear-cum-conventional
deterrent because India fears the escalation of its conventional adventure into a full-scale nuclear
war after the use of TNWs by Pakistan as a response to its CSD thus re-establishing the deterrence
of strategic weapons in the region.
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Abstract
Mental wellbeing is very important task, this paper deals with the issue of stress among university
students. The study explored the subjective causes of the stress among students and described the
impact of the stress on their life. The primary data was gathered using ethnographic skills and
participant observation. Conversational in-depth interviews and group interviews were
conducted. The subjective causes of stress that were identified among students included difficulties
in adjusting in university environment, harsh behaviour of the teachers, financial burden,
language barrier, ethnic and gender issues, and cyber literacy. These factors resulted in poor
academic performance that appeared to be an umbrella cause of stress. There are certain
strategies used by the students to cope the stress, including time management, using drugs,
consulting psychologist or psychiatrist. University needs a holistic intervention-based approach
to improve the mental well-being of its students and faculty shall be the protagonist to implement
these interventions.
Key Words: Anxiety, Depression, Stigma, Stress, Stressors, Mental-Health
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Introduction
Contemporary public health crisis are majorly because of mental health crisis that resulted from
stress. Overwhelmingly a huge number of youth is facing this mental health crisis; Pakistan with
a huge proportion of youth among its population requires addressing this challenge with
earnestness. This study is just a tip of an iceberg that holds fatal consequences. This contextual
significance of the study warrants its novelty and importance. There was a widespread assumption
that students are among the least affected population when it came to mental health and stress but
ever since our knowledge regarding psychological issues have expanded and our cognitive
understanding of mental anguish have enhanced, we can argue that the vicious cycle of stress
injures the lifestyle of any individual regardless of gender, age, and developmental stage (Busari,
2012) and university students are no exceptions. Students are expected to perform their academic
tasks and academic stuff is rarely perceived as stress factor by the masses (Reddy,
Karishmarajanmenon, & Anjanathattil, 2018) but when academic burden overgrew the available
possessions and potential of students then stress was ready for invasion (Khan, Altaf, & Kausar,
2013).
Feeling of emotional or physical tension is called stress. Hans Selye defines stress as “any external
event or internal drive which threaten to disturb the organism’s equilibrium is called stress” (Selye,
The Stress of Life, 1976). Hans Selye was the first person who used this term “stress”. According
to Selye stress can come from any thought or event which makes person feel angry, nervous, and
frustrated. It is a reaction of body towards challenges or demands. As we know stress is
unavoidable phenomenon in every aspect of human life, elements which can cause stress are also
various among humans (Selye, 1976). Causes of stress are different among various social classes,
different age groups, and genders. Causes of stress among children may differ from those of elders.
Males have different causes responsible for stress, while females have their own causes which
make them stressful. Almost all people have stress, having a little bit of stress is normal but
excessive stress can cause anxiety and it is harmful for health. Expressions of stress include
depression, anxiety, anger, irritability, or restlessness, feeling overwhelmed, unmotivated, or
unfocused, trouble sleeping, sleeping too much, racing thoughts or constant worry, problems with
your memory or concentration and making bad decisions (Bhandari, 2018). Stress causality is
multifaceted phenomenon and just as universal principles of “cause precedes effects” the causes
stress lead toward devastative results in social, physical, and psychological realm. Millions of
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people across the globe suffer from catastrophic consequences of stress. Stress is very common
nowadays across the globe. In Europe 13.5 million workdays are lost due to stress every year. In
United states of America 75% to 90% of doctors’ visits are in some way related to stress. In Japan
60% of its total population is under significant amount of stress (Drah, 2020). Another study
suggests that in India 48.6% students (Saya, Kattimani, Sarkar, & Kar, 2017) are facing some kind
of stress while in Pakistan its percentage is 43.9. According to these studies stress is more prevalent
than any other psychological disorder.
It is observed that students especially university students are facing more stress than others
(Lawton, 2019). In 2018 a survey was conducted of 67,000 students, among them more than 20%
percent claimed that they have stressful events in their lives which created mental problems. Selfharm, suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts were made by those students (Reinberg, 2018).
Academic stress is on its peak among students. In India, a student commits suicide every hour due
overburden workload and failure in examination (Saha, 2017) and dozens of students have
committed suicide in Pakistan in 2017-18 (Kumar, 2019). In a remote district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa four students committed suicide after not getting good grades in their college exam.
Lack of satisfaction led Fareed Ahmad (a student of 12th grade) to commit suicide although he got
81% percent marks (Turk, 2018). According to Busari (2012), inability to concentrate, fear of
failure and negative evaluation is linked with stress and depression. Sub-par academic performance
ignite mental chaos which leads student to put end to his/her life.
These figures are very alarming and academic stress is the main antagonist responsible for these
staggering statistics. According to Khan, Altaf and Kausar (2013) the severity of stress is effecting
the academic performance of students exponentially. Physiological stress response is identical
across the human due same adreno-medullary system (Goldstein, 2010) but psychological and
social responses are vary depending on social circumstances and cognitive health of a person
(Winkelman, 2009).
To avoid the catastrophic result of stress people across the world uses different tools and
techniques in order seek refuge under the shadow of tranquillity. A devout Christian might find
relaxation following God order in the book of Malachi (Bradshaw & Derose, 2015) an army
personal or a worker working in factory might use tranquilizer for stress release (Appley &
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Trumbull, 1986) and so on. Aside from techniques, adequate sleep, healthy diet, self-expression,
laughter, and social supports were also helpful in terms of stress management (Broman-Fulks &
Kelso, 2012). Students on the other hand can reduce their stress through regular exercise, getting
organized, eating healthy diet and positive thinking and affirmation (Scott, 2021). Stress has
become a subject of vital importance in the realm of academia nowadays. This research was meant
to explore the causes and effects of stress among students as well as the coping mechanisms used
by students at Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad.
Objectives
1. To explore the contextual factors that causes stress and consequent effects of stress among
students at Quaid-i-Azam University.
2. To explore cope up strategies among students regarding stress management.
Review of the Relevant Literature
Hans Selye and stress are concomitant for any stress researcher. His observation of made him
claim about ‘stress’ as a syndrome (Selye, 1950). According to Hans Selye “Stress” is an obscure
term, and it has lots of ambiguities. According to Brian Luke Seaward, mind, body, spirit and
emotions require integration, harmony and balance to claim holistic health. In that regard all those
circumstances which promote or make a ground for disturbance and stress are called stressors
(Seaward, 2016). Selye (1976) has categorized stress into two types. Stress is synonymously used
as distress but on the contrary Eustress Stress makes a person conscious about his/her aims and
goals. It motivates person to emerge his/her skills of creativity (Selye, 1974). The negative form
of stress is named as distress while positive stress is known as eustress (Sleye, 1977). Stress is
synonymously used as distress but on the contrary eustress stress makes a person conscious about
his/her aims and goals. It motivates person to emerge his/her skills of creativity (Selye, 1974).
Seaward (2016) added a neutral one to the list, known as neustress. Distress is usually associated
to depression, anxiety, and other psychological issues but through doing in-depth study it is
different (Drapeau, Marchand, & Beaulieu-Prévost, 2012).
Stress is usually of two types when it comes to its duration and longevity. Short term stress is
known as acute stress while prolong stress is referred as chronic one. According to Litz, Hundert,
and Jordan (2017) acute stress occurs after exposure to sexual violation, serious injury, emotional
imbalance, and death threats. Chronic stress has long term effects and is relatively difficult to cure
than acute stress. Its cost is huge, especially in performance of a person. Performance and learning
101

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

skills of a person declines due to chronic stress (Boudreau, Johnson, & Herman, 2011). Fatigue,
Burnout, anxiety, depression, obesity, gastrointestinal problems, and insomnia are the most
common aftermaths of chronic stress (Kandola & Sharon , 2022). If Stress was having a body, then
surely it was like monster made up from the evil sprites of Pandora’s box. The most common
aspects are anxiety, burnout, worry, fear, and moodiness. Anxiety according to Sigmund Freud is
result of unconscious fear, mood disorder or moodiness on the other hand is characterized by
pervasive dysregulation of mood and psychomotor activity and by related biorhythmic and
cognitive disturbances (Freud, 1926). Mood disorders are triggered by stress most of the time
(Sadock & Sadock, 2000). Worry another aspect of stress, is negative momentary state of mind
(Hecker, Dutke, & Sedek, 2000). Last but not the least is burn out, Freudenberger defined burnout
as failing, wearing out and becoming exhausted by enormous imposition on activity, physical
energy, or ability (Freudenberger, 1974).
Anthropologists Ann Mcelroy and Patricia Townsend (2009) have linked mental illness with
environmental and ecological changes. According to them Stress can be defined as physical
response to those environmental changes in which a body demands proper adaptation to
overcome its shortcomings (Mcelroy & Townsend, 2015).
Stress should be eliminated if someone want sound mind. According to Richard Lazarus and Susan
Folkman (1984) there are various processes to eliminate stress. Thoughts and actions of person
should be observed in more precise way in first stage. In second stage actions and thinking of
stressed person should be referred to that particular context and in last stage, one should rethink
about coping strategies of stress
Stressors
University is a place where students’ first priority is to achieve good academic grades. Any
circumstance or situations which can be identified as trouble, hurdle, or an obstacle in academic
realm, jeopardize the academic accomplishments of the students. The struggle between
circumstances and desired accomplishments often leads toward unfavourable consequences.
Academic factors were main source of stress among the students of Quaid-i-Azam university.
Academic factors were those factors which are related to the studies of the students. Being busy in
socialization or staying awake late due to sleep disturbance during night resulted in missing
lectures. Particularly if the classes in the initial weeks of the semester are skipped that lead to
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difficulty in grasping the subject matter of the course. Nisar, one of the interlocutors, missed the
initial lectures of Spanish conquistadors161 so, understanding the fall of Aztec162 and Inca163
Civilization was way too difficult for him. Behaviour, accent, and teaching techniques of a teacher
contributed to lack of understanding and just like a chain reaction it ultimately caused mental
pressure (stress) among students. Few examples of the comments of the teacher quoted by multiple
students of the same course, “ye sb sy nalaik class hai jo mai ny dekhi” (you are the incompetent
class I have ever seen) and “behtar hai tum kuch or kro, unho ny tumhy addmision kaisy diya”
(you should better do something else; how come you get admission). These words of ‘bigotry’ and
‘prejudice’ resulted in discouraging students and culminated into a tense teacher-student relation
hence resulted in stress among students. Use of power point slides in a non-interactive and nonparticipatory class environment hampered learning and caused stress. Lower grades and
examination were common academic factors of stress; mentioned by the students of Quaid-i-Azam
University.
Class Workload
Increase in class workload was a source of stress among students. One of the students who were
facing stress due to academic factors argued “we did not follow schedule, which we were supposed
to follow, and then accumulated workload made us stressed. They claimed that in semester system,
usually first two months progress relatively at low pace and student did not care much about work
but after mid of the semester the classes become intense, lots of assignments, tests and presentation
are required. Therefore, in that situation they were unable to handle all those challenges. Thus,
they become frustrated and stuck in between. Students blamed teachers that they do it on purpose.
They keep students relax for some time, and then suddenly three or four teachers gave them
assignments and arrange their sessional exams successively. Amara said, “What is the logic behind
doing one page assignment over fifty times.” She was compelled to submit fifty pages of
assignment which was written one page which she was needed to replicate it for fifty times. It was
just to keep students busy in idle tasks.

161

Leaders of Spanish conquest of America especially of Peru, Guatemala, and Mexico.
Aztec empire was a one the great empires of Mesoamerica. It was situated in central and southern parts of Mexico, and it was
destroyed by Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes.
163 Inca was another great empire in Modern Day Peru, and it was destroyed by Francisco Pizzaro during Spanish conquest of
South America.
162
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Grades
In School and colleges students usually got high marks especially in private schools and colleges.
Most of the department of Quaid-i-Azam University only allow those students who have more
than 80% or sometimes more than 85% percent of marks in their previous degrees. Students who
used to have more than 80% marks in pre-university academic records are less likely to get 80%
in Quaid-i-Azam University and sometimes they got around 70% percent. Low grades put students
on a threshold of emotional imbalance.
Jub natija apky umeedon k mutabik nai ata tu preshani tu hoti hai (when ones result does not
match expectations then it became stressful). These words came from the mouth of students who
was suffering from anguish, few other students also shared the same rhetoric. They were those
students who were having more than 85% marks in their secondary or bachelor education. Some
of them blamed teacher for favouritism and some of them admitted that it was impossible to get
high grades. Those students who were facing stress due to low grades argued that the motivation
of student is often destroyed due to lower grades because he/she is not used to low grades. Some
of them became indifferent towards studying or working hard, thus become more stressed. Lower
grades were indeed a source of stress.
Anwar Ali, for instance, was a student of MSc chemistry 4th semester. He was joyful and humorous
boy. He belonged to a remote region of Baluchistan far away from any Major city. His batch was
the last batch of MSC chemistry. His academic scores in matric were 81.3%, in Higher secondary
school he got 85.1% and bachelor his score was 80.56% but in Quaid-i-Azam University things
went the other way. He cleared his three semesters with 62% marks. He was satisfied with his
previous grades. He claimed that due to difficulties in interpretations of lectures because the
teacher’s way of teaching was more on aggressive side and lack of understanding, he secured 24
marks in Quantum chemistry’s164 internal marks. Anwar requested teacher to give him some extra
marks so he could pass the paper, but his teacher refused his request by arguing you deserve less
than twenty, but I have given you 24. After listening the argument of teacher, he begins to think in
a sceptical way. This result caused him stress and he was unable to study due to the stress. He
barely passed his other courses, but he did not appear in Quantum chemistry’s paper because he
was under huge pressure. Asking about his absences in paper he replied, “Zama par cheesh sar

164

A branch of chemistry which focus upon the application of Quantum mechanics to chemical system.
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nady khlas, Wallah ka gar sara par wo shi poye om. Quantum hasy hum der gran dy o bal zama
khali 24 number di. Na ye sam pass kowly no waly wlar sam paper ta”. (I am unable to understand
anything of quantum chemistry. Quantum is way too difficult to understand, and I have scored
only 24 marks. I cannot pass this course then why should I go to paper). He was mentally disturbed
for almost two weeks. His agony was beyond his psychological capabilities, and it cast him to
spend extra semester for his one course. That also means spending extra money on fee, boarding
and lodging, in addition to lag of four to six months in comparison to his peers.
Examination as Source of Stress
Exams, like any other university, are mandatory part of student’s life at Quaid-i-Azam University.
Exams are bifurcated, with equal weightage of marks, into ‘sessionals’ taken during the taught
course and ‘terminals’ taken at the end of the semester. Exams are a major source of causing stress.
Most of the students reported acute stress during the exams. The duration of this type of stress was
usually shorter than other types of stress, usually ends on the last day of exams.
According to three of the respondents, those experienced stress during exams, that it was
temporary albeit intense stress. Aksar studies ka bojh hamaru tokawat sy zyada hota hai or hum
confuse ho jatay hain kay hum kya kary. Hum kya parhy or kahan sy shuro kary! (The burden of
study is usually higher than our expectations. So, we get confused that what we are supposed to
do. What should we study and from where shall we start!) Some of the students self-pledged to
stay in their rooms in order to prepare for their exams. This self-imposed seclusion and burden of
preparation was stressful enough to make them psychologically disturbed.
Computer Literacy, Covid-19, Online Classes and Cyber Connectivity
Students in Quaid-i-Azam University belong to different areas of Pakistan covering all the national
geographic corners, including rural and remote areas. Many of students were not computer literate
and had their first interaction, for academic purposes, with the computers and laptops. The prerequisite to submit typed assignments to the course tutors, preparing power point presentations and
accessing online articles or relevant material requires certain level of computer literacy and skills,
lack of it caused serious stress among students. In addition, the lack of computer skills resulted in
poor grades for many. It is pertinent to note that students from Rural Sindh, former FATA region,
Balochistan and Gilgit Baltistan were among those who reported this issue.
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Similarly during COVID-19 there was a stress of the pandemic and online classes made it worse
by adding burden to the life of students who were not accustomed to the online mode of learning.
Cyber connectivity issues created mistrust among students and teachers and it was a chain of
stressors that was there during the ‘online’ experiences. Almost all the interlocutors admitted the
online learning as stressful in one way or another.
Impact of Stress
Mental turmoil in the form of stress, anxiety and burnout were exacerbating academic performance
of students. Compromised physical or mental health affects the performance of a student, and
stress is the node that indicates the decline of both physical and mental health. Due to the stress;
capabilities of students in each realm were devastated but in the realm of academics, they were
atrocious. It was reported by interlocutors that their academic performance is poor because of stress
that results in lack of concentration, misunderstanding of lectures, lack of focus and forgetfulness.
Academic achievement is closely related to physical and mental wellbeing. The lack of mental
wellbeing was noticeable among many interlocutors. It was not mere speculations that mental
wellbeing is necessary for good grades and satisfactory performance in educational fields rather it
was observed after interviewing students that mind free from stress, anxiety and burnout was not
only necessary but also essential in order to secure satisfactory academic grades. Multidimensional stress is affecting the academic life of the students.
Lack of Concentration
Mental health results in focus and concentration; that is highly required of a university student.
Compromised mental health manifested in the form of inability to focus and concentrate by many
interlocutors. The students who reported that they experienced stress exhibited frequent codeswitching in normal conversations. That could be assumed as one of the indicators of a larger
problem. These are the students who stated that they cannot concentrate on lectures and readings
quite often. Stress is a spiral of decline in terms of academic performance by introducing lack of
ability to concentrate.
Disrupts the Capabilities of the Students
Students who participated as interlocutor of this study reported their strengths that they were able
to sit for long hours to study. They added that once they felt anxiety and stress; they started losing
their stamina to sit for long hours to study. Students also claimed that they were really good auditor
learners but stress hampered their ability and they do not feel confident to claim that they are able
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to comprehend the lectures. Anything that seemed initially easy turned into a difficult task once a
student is stressed and burnout.
Inability to Solve Problems
The more mentally active and agile a student is, the more efficient he or she is in solving problems.
Student with cognitive inactiveness due to stress, claimed that each and every student have an
ability to cope with issues and solve their academic problems which was called as “Jugaad165” by
them. Thus apparently they are solving problem, for example rephrasing any online article to
transform it to an assignment is an example of jugaad, but in reality they are proving incapable of
solving problem. This question of academic ethics is relatable in the frame of stress. This refers to
lack of mindfulness.
Memorization and Forgetfulness
Academic struggle for university students requires of them to have good memorization skills and
mindfulness. Stress may lead to poor memory and forgetfulness. Students suffer in their studies
because of stress. Students reported that they were unable to understand what teacher was
delivering if they were experiencing depression or anxiety.
Comprehension and understanding of lectures is a serious issue. Two students stated, “We cannot
understand teacher’s lecture, even some time we did not know what was going on”. One
respondent argued “Teacher sirf slide parha raha hota hai, aisy tu koi b parha skta hai jisko
English reading ati ho.

Hamary samjhnay sy koi lena dena nahi hai us ko”. (Teacher merely

reads from the slides, anyone who can read English can teach that way, he delivers his lecture
without any concern that we comprehend it or not). Difficulty in comprehension consequently
means trouble in memorizing and ultimately poor academic performance. Stress also caused
forgetfulness among students, one of the students mentioned that he became so forgetful that once
he went to attend the class on a weekend. Mindfulness is important to enhance memory skills and
reduce forgetfulness, which is not realizable without mitigating stress.
Sleeplessness
Sound sleep is a well-established prerequisite for mental wellbeing. Hina Khan, a student of BS
Honours in plant sciences, had 3.5 GPA in her first four semesters. She claimed that due to
disturbance in routine in hostel she felt stressed. She stated, “My roommates used to talk on a

A slang that refers to unconventional resolution or approach for problem solving, fairly or unfairly, using available resources.
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phone with her friend till late night, thus my sleep was disturbed badly”. Sleeplessness
subsequently stressed her out and impacted her grades.
Sleep and digestion are interdependent factors; Hina mentioned that consuming unhygienic food,
for example Aloo Paratha166 almost daily, caused her digestion issues and that too contributed to
the sleeplessness. Prolong digestion problems and sleep disturbance led her toward stress. Hina’s
forgetfulness was visible that during her interview she accidently worn wrong pair of shoes. Left
one was her own while right one was her roommate’s. Her roommate called her on her cell phone
and told her about her shoes. She argued that it happened quite often due to mental disturbances
she has been labelled as Tulli167 in Hostel. Hina is currently consulting a psychiatrist.
Drug Abuse
Quaid-i-Azam University students can be found smoking substance at social spaces and in the
hostel rooms. Almost all the addicted students claimed that they initially smoked the substance
when there were mentally upset. Drugs might appear as a coping strategy by many students
because of its availability on campus and the zeal for thrill among youth, however, this assumption
of drug as way to counter stress results in addiction.
Drug abuse is common among university students because of many reasons; however, looking at
it from stress-centric perspective is important. Awareness about mental health and stress may help
in reduction of substance or drug abuse among students. The cost of being stigmatised by visiting
a mental health professional is more than being stigmatised as drug abuser for many of the students.
Majority of the male students who faced anxiety or depression used hashish (charas), ice
(methamphetamine) or consumed liquor. Drugs were the ultimate solution for some of the students.
Those students who were using drugs for coping up with stress argued that “venom is used to cure
another venomous disease and here the case is also the same”.
Most commonly used by the students of Quaid-i-Azam University is hashish. Hashish form of
Cannabis is called charas in Pakistan and India. Some students and employees of Quaid-i-Azam
university are the drug peddlers; managing the supplies of charas. Apart from these domestic drug
peddlers, students access nearby areas, Barakaho168 and Bari Imam169, for getting charas. Students
used this drug to seek psychological relief, but its harmfulness was undeniable and they by
166
167

Mashed-potato filled wheat-flour bread fried on griddle.
A Hindi/Urdu expression for a drunk person, was used as her nick

168

A suburban area, 4 kilometres away from Quaid-i-Azam University
Bari Imam is religious site where a great Sufi saint Shah Abdul Latif’s shrine is located. It is adjacent to university’s
boundary.
169
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themselves reported its harms as an addiction. On the contrary usage of hashish was rare among
female students, however, some of them were using sedative medicines instead.
Discussion
Recognising and understanding stress is the primary step to cope with stress. Most of students
were unable to understand their stress or sometimes they tried to avoid stress by not taking it into
consideration, they pretended that they are normal but actually they were accumulating stress.
Inconsistent talk, code-switching, and slip of tongue were apparent indicators of stress in
conversational interviews; verbatim statements reiterated the indication of presence of stress
among students, albeit response towards stress was not appropriate. Denial and avoidance in
practice was exhibited despite of admittance of the presence of stress. Students who were trying
to overcome stress admitted their awareness about stress and stressors.
Understanding Stressors
Stressors are the conditions, events or anything related to those situations which cause stress in
human beings. In medical terms it is biological or chemical agent, in psychological terms it is any
emotional imbalance, tragic incident and mental disturbance, and in social terms it was
environmental conditions and social events which led students towards stress. Understanding
stressor is the key to develop counter-stress strategies.
Stressors are categorized into different unique categories because of the variation in stressors. Each
category of stressors requires a precise course of actions to cater subjective needs of any individual.
For instance, academic stressors in university are embedded in teacher’s class-room practices,
evaluation and assessment methods and strictness, and time allocation and management. These
stressors in general could be addressed through transparency, scheduling, punctuality, and
consistency.
Strategies for Overcoming Stress
Stress was caused by various factors. Mental wellbeing is a significant aspect of holistic health of
any individual. Students and youth needs to be aware and cautious about their mental well-being
because stress is a latent enemy, stress may result in deteriorating the academic, psychological,
social, and physical capabilities of the students. Absence of preventive interventions, it is
inevitable that stress will prevail among students. University needs to introduce interventions and
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preventive measures to mitigate the stress among students in particular and faculty and staff in
general.
Lack of proper mental health services and lack of awareness and understanding of the nature and
symptoms of stress makes the situation more complex. There are counselling services available at
National Institute of Psychology in Quaid-i-Azam University on payment basis.
Primary strategy shall be to raise awareness among students, faculty and staff of the university
about mental health, stress and stressors. Strategies to address academic, financial and sociocultural dimensions of stress need to be introduced within curriculum, teachers reviews, teachers
trainings, university management, hostel administration, sports and extracurricular clubs, and
social interaction.
Following are some glimpses of how students strategize to cope with stress:
Goal Orientation
“If a person determines to achieve something then nothing could stop him from accomplishing
his goals. Motivation and goal orientation can lead slaves to defeat the Napoleonic army of Mighty
France170” these were the words of a student who was determined to conquer his stress by goal
orientation. A technique for overthrowing stress is called goal orientation. Students who followed
goal orientation were looking to the world through realistic lens. Goals set by these students
seemed realistic and achievable, by doing this the level of stress was somewhat reduced for these
students. Goal orientation by itself minimizes the factors of stress, for example; a student was able
to manage his time more efficiently than others through goal orientation when lack of time
management was a factor of stress.
Changes in Study Schedule and Time Management
Around one third of the respondents were facing stress due to poor academic performance and
lower grades. Some of them made alteration in their study duration and changed their study
techniques in order to achieve good grades. These strategies come in handy, and respondents
reported that they were improving.
One of the most common ways among stressed students was to study in prayer room of the hostels.
Prayer rooms have heater and in months of December and January, students were reading notes,

170

A revolt started by slaves in Haiti under the leadership of Dutty Boukman against the French colonization. It started 1791 and
in 1804 France abolished slavery and Haiti got its independence.

110

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

writing assignments, and typing projects. One of the stressed students claimed “prayer room is
very peaceful; I therefore like to be here for studying. Apart from studying I have started praying
three to four times a day. It is indeed a great achievement for me, and I think that half of my stress
has been eliminated through prayers.” In prayer room he was able to study for 5 to 6 hours.
Fabeeha Haleem was a student of BS mathematics fifth semester. She scored 3.4 GPA in her initial
four semesters. In fifth semester, she received the shocking news of the death of her father, who
died of cardiac arrest. Fabeeha spend two weeks in home. Fabeeha stated “when I heard that Papa
is no more with us, I was so exhausted and depressed that I was afraid that I will not reach home,
but Allah gave me strength which escorted me reaching home but when I saw my Father, I could
not bear the grief and fall unconscious. After the soyam171 my brother told me to go back but I
insisted to stay for week, I was not ready to go back even after a week.”
This incident torn her part mentally and she missed two of her 15 marks sessional. She was under
serious torment due the death of her father and now losing 30 marks galvanized her agony very
much. She suffered serious stress for more than two months and her performance in academics
was lower than her previous records. In the second half of December, she made her mind to
overcome her stress by making a study schedule.
She begin to study for 6 hours after university time. She argued that she use to study one and half
hour in morning from 7 am to 8:30 am. In the evening she studies from 5 to 7 pm and from 9 to
11 pm in night. This study schedule helped her in last three sessional and in terminal papers. She
secured 3.9 CGPA in terminal and thus her scored got on par with previous results 3.3 to be precise.
Although she did not able to completely overcome the trauma she experienced, but her academic
stress was eliminated.
Teacher: The Protagonist
The role of the teacher is crucial in determining and coping up with stress. Anger and
discouragement from teacher’s side were reported by the students. Students claimed that teachers
tend to discourage them by saying “Parhayi tery bus ki baat nahi hai” (study is beyond you).
Similar comments given to another student by a teacher were, “Parhayi kyu kr rahy ho jao or dahi
bhaly becho.” (Why are you studying, go and sell Dahi Bhally172). These kinds of words according
171

A ritual which is performed by the family members on the third day of the death of family member.

172

Dahi Bhally is type of chaat(snack) and its main ingredients are yogurt and grams.
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to the students were offensive and mentally tortured them. Students look at their teachers as role
models and teachers need to be very careful about their words of encouragement and
discouragement. Apparently harmless ‘taunts’ may lead to extreme stress and harm self-esteem of
students. Politeness shall be the distinguishing feature of a teacher.
Some students claimed that teachers have labelled them as weak and inefficient. This labelling
promoted discouraging behaviour, and made students loose self-confidence.
Healthy Interaction between Students and Teachers
Harsh behaviour or temperament of a teacher may create a communication gap between students
and teacher. This results in limited interaction between teacher and students, or no interaction at
all. For example, a student asked, “Sir please explain the uncertainty principle173” but the reply
was “how dare you ask me question during lecture”. Another teacher was asked, “Sir how older
Bahai faith174 is” but his response was harsh, “have you written down this question because I will
not answer to those question which comes in mind instantly”. This kind of harsh behaviour pulled
the strings of discord among teachers and students. A healthy interactive classroom needs to be
ensured through healthy interaction between teacher and students, teachers need to respond
professionally.
Sense of Equality among Genders
Gender is a very important aspect of social life. Male students blamed teachers to be gender bias.
“Aisa mumkin hi nai hai k koi larka pehli position lay class me” (It is impossible for a boy to
secure first position in the class). This was the most repeated sentence of the male students when
asked about the topper of the class. They stated that “no matter how good a male student is in
studies, but teacher especially male teachers’ show favouritism toward girls.” They claimed that
teacher did not give fair marks to the boys while they give extra marks to the girls. This
complaint was common among male students whose main factor of stress was academic one.
They suggested that this factor of stress can be eliminated by evaluating girls and boys equally.
One of the respondents reported “if he got marks on par with girls why would he be stressed.
There is only one girl in the class who is intelligent and other girls are average in studies, but

It is a principle in quantum mathematics. According to uncertainty principle “the position and velocity of an object cannot
both be measured exactly, at same time. It was articulated by German physicist Heisenberg and thus it is also called as
Heisenberg uncertainty principle.
174 An offshoot of Shia Islam. A religion founded by Bahaullah in 1863 in Iran.
173
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teacher are preoccupied with a concept that girls are hardworking while boys are ‘vehle’175 and
thus they give more mark to female students. If teachers were not bigots and they evaluated male
and female equally on the basis of their capabilities regardless of their gender, then I can assure
there will be no mental disturbance among boys”. The sense of equality would promote harmony
between male teacher and male students. Thus, stress can be eliminated easily.
Counselling with Psychologist
Counselling with psychologist helped students in eliminating stress. One of the common advices
given by psychologist to the students was build psychological resilience176. There were various
ways to develop psychological resilience advised by psychologists. Socialization and connection
with friend was another advice of the psychologists. Integration was main aspect of psychologist’s
counselling. Lastly, psychologist emphasized to learn acceptance rather than cursing own self and
criticizing society, teachers, and study cycle. Two of the respondents were following these advices
and their outcomes were positive. One of the respondents stated “Psychologist’s counselling are
so impactful, the way he persuade me, and the way he delivered his speech were so humble, polite
and effective and it made me a stoic177.
Visiting Psychiatrist
Final solution of stress among students was clinical support and seeking health assistances of
Psychiatrist. Psychiatrist is a person who deals psychological problems in medical field.
Psychiatrist not only just consulted with students and developed plans to eliminate stress like
psychologist, but also prescribed medicines.
Students with chronic stress were using medicine and consulting with psychiatrist on regular bases.
Most of the medicine prescribed by psychiatrist were sedative, anti-depressant, and calmative.
Apart from this, medicines for keeping blood pressure in optimal range, and to avoid headaches
and chest pain were also on the list of prescription.
Sharafat Ali is a student of MSc Biochemistry. During his 3rd semester he acquired typhoid and
was unable to attend classes for few weeks. Due to his prolong absences he missed assignments
and sessional tests which resulted in lower grades.

175

A Punjabi slang used for purposeless and aimless person.

176

The ability to cope up with tense situation intellectually or inspirationally and to return to normal status quickly
177 A follower of Stoicism. Stoicism is a school of thought in philosophy, which teaches the development of self-control.
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Sharafat narrated stated that, “due to missing classes and eternal marks, I became anxious and after
12 days I consulted with a psychiatrist on the suggestions of my friends.” He was the only student
who consulted the psychiatrist in his early stages of depression, whereas others consulted when
they were experiencing extreme depression and physical deterioration. Psychiatrist diagnosed him
with acute stress disorder and gave him medications. Sharafat further narrated “after using
medicine for almost a week I started feeling better and i started preparation for his terminal exam.
Though my internal marks in four subjects were below passing criteria (Below 50%) but with the
help of psychiatrist medicine I was able to achieve good marks in terminal examinations and thus
I passed my 3rd semester.”
Conclusion
Academic stress is omnipresent regardless of gender, locale, ethnic or lingual group and culture.
Understanding stressor and coming with proper intervention strategies can bring fruitful results.
Academic stress, lack of resources and financial stress, class-room practices and participation,
scheduling and time constraints, lengthy readings, language abilities, computer literacy, peer
pressure to party, parental expectations to attain good job, gender and sexual identities, ethnic
experiences, living conditions, and poor provision of health-care services are some of the
significant causes of stress among university students. Students can be made resilient to counter
stress. That requires a multifaceted resolution, including transforming university patterns of
academic environment and evaluation to be flexible, making education more affordable by
providing subsidies and financial assistance, stronger support networks by providing more
opportunities for sports and extra-curricular activities. University shall be an integrated
community. Few courses and teachers make the educational experience draining rather than
fuelling the passion for learning among students. There is student evaluation of faculty in place
but that does not touch the mental well-being of the students. Systems at university level needs to
be addressed, debated and implemented to address the challenge of stress among students and
faculty. System requires enabling faculty members more pro-active to make their course more
conducive for mental wellbeing of their students. Transparency in the classes by the teachers,
enabling students to read and comprehend lengthy readings without the threat of evaluation,
variety of evaluation and assessment modes shall be provided to students to make it to the good
grades, provision of healthy activities and opportunities are some of the plausible measures that
could be introduced into the systems prevalent in the university.
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Abstract
This research explores the issue of subversion of gender roles by a Muslim girl, Khadra Shamy
in the novel The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf by Mohja Kahf. More than a novel this is a
Bildungsroman written by Kahf, she is a diasporic writer living in America. The protagonist of the
novel, Khadra Shamy migrates along with her family from Syria to Indiana, America, where she
is groomed in a devout Muslim family and taught to follow norms and values of the Quran.
However, she rejects the conventional notion of gender roles assigned by her religious community
and succeeds to achieve her dream as a photographer. The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf accounts
the journey of Khadra from a girl to a mature woman who revolts against patriarchal values and
proves herself as the capable one to live her life freely. Khadra Shamy, by rejecting the
conventional notion of gender role subverts the role and makes her identity as a successful woman.
This research is qualitative in nature and this research project applies the theoretical framework
of Judith Butler and Simone De Beauvoir presented in Gender Trouble: Feminism and Subversion
of Identity and The Second Sex respectively.
Key Words: Gender Roles, Religion, Conventional, Identity, Subversion
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Introduction
The research illustrates the subversion of conventional gender roles based on the character sketch
of Khadra Shamy in the novel The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf by Mohja Kahf. The growing-up
experience of Shamy as a Muslim woman shows that she stands for herself; she prohibits herself
to follow particular rules for women just to be defined as a good woman. Shamy challenges the
Muslim community and subverts the gender role by riding a bike with boys, resists her husband's
over possessiveness, aborts her pregnancy to continue her study, refuses to shift with her in-law's
home, and divorces to live an independent life. She even continues her dream of becoming a
professional photographer and wears a tangerine scarf instead of the black one. All her daring
actions ultimately lead her beyond the conventional image of a Muslim woman. She becomes all
alone but she fights with every hardship and proves her as a strong woman. These are the things
that take her position beyond the particular gender definition of woman, beyond the position of
gender subaltern and ultimately creates an agency to speak her voice which are the key concerns
of research too. As Muslim community is one of the marginalized communities all over the world
where the condition of women is so pathetic in comparison to other communities even today.
Women are more dominated, restricted, and marginalized than men. Most of the norms and values
are specially made for women are still threatening them to be confined in households where
freedom is just a daydream for them. This research works on the subversion of gender roles in The
Girl in the Tangerine Scarf by Mohja Kahf with reflecting upon the central character Khadra
Shamy, who gradually breaks the conventional image of Muslim women in society. It cannot be
devoid of the fact that Khadra is brought up in a typical Muslim family but she is a rebel from
within and sets an example of a Muslim woman who prefers wearing a tangerine scarf instead of
wearing a black one. It is just not only about wearing the tangerine scarf rather it is her daring
attitude to resist the conventional gender role.
Different critics have discussed the same text by Kahf from multiple perspectives. Both
Ruzy Suliza Hashim Nor and Faridah Abdul Manaf in the European Journal of Social Sciences
have reflected in Notions of Home for Diasporic Muslim Women writers where Mohja Kahf's
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protagonist is quite unsettled regarding the issue of home because they migrated from Syria to
America. They argue "Mohja Kahf portrays a realistic world in her novel. While acknowledging
it is not easy for first and second-generation migrants to fit in a new place, she is also saying it is
not impossible to adapt and integrate without sacrificing one's beliefs and customs. TGTS is a
positive book on transnationalism and integration”. 1

This explores how the protagonist is

somehow able to maintain a harmonious relationship between where she migrated and where she
is migrated. It is an exploration of Kahf herself who is a diasporic writer. A review of Kahf’s
The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf is analyzed in the light of Hijab perspectives by Carine Pereira
Marques and Glaucia Renate Goncalves which explicates the issue of dress codes that
differentiate between men and women in the novel. Furthermore, the review includes "A woman
should cover up and wear a hijab after she menstruates, and Khadra in effect was enraptured by
this imposition: Hijab was a crown on her head. She went forth lightly and went forth heavily
into the world, carrying the weight of new grace, hijab soon grew to feel as natural to her like a
second skin, without which if she ventured into the outside world she felt naked”.2 Khadra goes
against stereotypical dress codes of Muslim women where she dares to wear those clothes and
scarves which are not the suitable one for Muslim women.
Areen Khalifeh in the International Journal of Humanities and Social Science argues
Kahf's novel with a very positive attitude where we can figure out the veil as a symbol to symbolize
religion, faith, revolution, love, forgiveness, etc. The way Muslim women are presented with a veil
as oppressed by western media is not the reality but the veil has its prominent role which not only
conveys the message of Islamic identity but stands for revolution itself. He further adds "In its
extreme, Khadra's veil becomes political and revolutionary. For example, the black veil which she
wore during her teenage years was a revolution against traditional Islamic scholarship, with its
tedious, plodding chapters on categories of water purity and how to determine the exact end of
menses”.3 At the time of wearing the black scarf, she and her friends started to applaud
assassinations, cheer the Iranian Revolution, and hail the ideas of martyrdom. It seemed that
Khadra wanted to be like this “one scarf-wearing woman” who took, with other men, some
American hostages during the revolution. Khadra's black veil, in this period, was an expression for
hating America and a willingness to attack it. Unlike the above-mentioned perspectives, this
research deals with the subversion of gender roles by exploring the anti-normative gender role the
protagonist performs throughout the novel.
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Research Objectives
•

To highlight the characteristics of patriarchal pressure in society.

•

To present the societal and religious pressures on women.

•

To analyze the subjects of Islamic rules and practices.

Research Questions
1. How has Mohja Kahf presented the societal and religious pressures on women in her
novel The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf?
2. How has the writer illustrated the concept of rejecting the conventional notions of gender
roles in the novel The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf?

Theoretical Framework and Research Methodology
This research is qualitative in nature. To analyze the selected text, Kahf’s The Girl in the
Tangerine Scarf by highlighting the subversion of conventional gender roles by applying the
theoretical tools from Judith Butler's Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity
which supplements the concept of male or female is not something inherent in us rather it is the
outcome of following the repetitive actions which are taken for granted from the majority of
people and these repetitive actions followed by male or female objectifies the gender roles. So,
gender roles are not natural but it is naturalized by society, it is not something we get from our
sexes rather it is constructed by our community. The identity of the female is supposedly taken
as fluid and relational because society cannot even expect a female to be independent,
commanding, and as strong as a man. Likewise, this project is also applying the theoretical tools
from Simon De Beauvoir's The Second Sex, it argues that someone is not born as male or female
rather all the roles are constructed by society.
Textual Analysis
The Girl in the Tangerine scarf is just not a fictional work but it somehow reflects Kahf’s
experiences as a Muslim woman. The family, society teach women to follow different roles as
being submissive, nurturing, etc. The rules and regulations are often made to dominate women in
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many aspects. Patriarchal society creates binary opposition as male and female and through this
they dominate them. In this regard, Butler in Gender Troubles: Feminism and the Subversion of
Identity writes: “The masculine/feminine binary constitutes not only the exclusive framework in
which that specificity can be recognized, but in every other way the ‘specificity of the feminine is
once again fully decontextualized and separated off analytically and politically from the
constitution of class, race, ethnicity, and other axes of power relations”.4 The domination of
women is done through binary opposition. The domination starts with a childhood where a girl
child is made to believe that she is not as worth as boys for physical stuff like bike riding. In the
same way, Kahf writes in her novel, "Before they got to Khadra's street her brother Eyad skidded
to a halt and said, 'Get off Hakim’s bike and get on mine. ‘Cause he’s a boy and Mama might see
you. Hakim used to give her handlebar rides all the time, but she was getting older now, and her
mother said she shouldn’t ride with boys anymore”.5 Khadra is taught to be a woman who has a
boundary to live life. There are no specific roles that we get from birth rather the society draws a
line that indicates who is a man and who is a woman. These lines are enough able to explain that
the girl child is taught differently than boys. The family, society even the siblings are drawing a
line which is a gender line where Khadra should accept life with Barbie dolls, household materials
to play with but not with riding a bike and hanging around with boys to play with. Judith Butler
argues for the roles that are given by the society for boys and girls differently which is not natural
but performed and naturalized. She says "after the birth of a child, in the hospital the girl child is
wrapped with pink blanket and the baby boy is wrapped with a blue blanket or with other colors".6
The differences are created from birth till death to perform different gender roles. Khadra, a little
girl is being treated in a particular way which is a borderline to be followed by her to become a
girl. Being a Muslim girl, Khadra has different stories than the other stories of American kids.
Once, she asks for permission to live one night at her friend's home but her mother restricts her.
In a Muslim community after the first menstruation, a girl has to cover her head with a
scarf. But one day at school, Khadra gets bullied by her friends and her scarf is also taken away
by her friends. Then, she fears a lot not because of Allah but because of her mother's reactions.
"Mama was going to freak out, Khadra knew. 'Where is your scarf? Why did you take it off?'Her
father would say gravely 'But why were you talking to a boy anyway?' They didn't get it, they
didn’t get anything”.7 Khadra is restricted everywhere. She has to wear a scarf otherwise she would
get lots of torture and questions too. She is not in a comfortable environment where she could
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express herself without hesitation but becomes submissive and demure same time by her culture.
In this issue, Butler explores in her book Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity,
“when the relevant ‘culture’ that ‘constructs’ gender is understood in terms of such a law or set of
laws then it seems that gender is as determined and fixed as it was under the biology-is-destiny
formulation. In such a case, not biology but culture becomes destiny”.8 Similarly, in Khadra's
community when a girl menstruates for the first time then she has to cover her head with a scarf,
it is established as her culture which is followed by all women. The compulsion of covering the
faces of women is not only taken as a culture rather they take this tendency as biological destiny.
Generally, a patriarchal society cannot expect to see a woman as mature as a man; a woman is
expected to be submissive, younger, and down to earth. The same kind of thought process can be
seen through these lines. "But more importantly, she's older than you. Ebtehaj jumped in after the
long awkward pause. 'The woman should always be younger, because girls are more mature than
boys and women go downhill faster in old age”.9 Khadra's mother wants a younger girl as her
daughter-in-law and it is just not her choice but a voice which represents the patriarchal society.
In this regard, Gwen Hunnicutt argues "Patriarchy is the term which evokes images of gender
hierarchies, dominance, and power arrangement. It is also useful that it keeps the gaze directed
towards social contexts rather than toward individual men who are motivated to dominate".10
Patriarchal society wants to maintain a gap between man and woman with power arrangement. To
balance the hierarchical relation between man and woman, Khadra's mother prefers immature girls
as her daughter-in-law.
A woman is supposedly taken as weak, inferior, immature. In a patriarchal society not only
man wants such a type of woman but the woman also wants an immature counterpart for her son.
Khadra, as a young girl wants to explore her journey of life freely but she has to deal with lots of
obstacles which are the outcome of a male-dominated society. Her mother and her family want her
to be controlled in every way, so that, she could be a perfect woman on their definition. Kahf
writes: “What happened? Jihad asked. He’d missed the glance in the judge’s chambers and the
whole drama. ‘Nothing.’ Khadra answered angrily. ‘Just me practicing my First Amendment right
to freedom of expression.’ She added, under her breath. ‘What?’ Jihad pressed. ‘Shut up,’ Khadra
said. ‘Don’t tell your brother to shut up.’ Ebtehaj said. And blew her nose again”.11 Khadra is quite
bold to express herself but her mother and brothers want her to be silent and tolerate more. They
want her to react every time calmly just like other women do in a patriarchal society.
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Furthermore, the woman who rebels often gets lost due to the rules and regulations of society. The
woman who is different from other women of the Muslim community also becomes the same by
following the regular pattern of the Muslim community. Khadra is shocked by hearing these lines
from a lady, whom she expected to be a leader as commanding as man, "Well, really, the best
contribution to an Islamic revolution for a woman is to educate her children in the true Islamic
values" she said plaintively in her first trimester, dressed in a becoming, pale pink ShalwarQamis.12 These lines give a clear picture of ownership of patriarchy upon a woman who has a
dream to become different. Simone de Beauvoir in The Second Sex argues; “one is not born a
woman, but, rather, becomes one”.13 After all the possible dreams to be a freedom fighter and the
woman simply has chosen to be a mother and to groom her children in a typical Muslim
environment. Becoming a mother is not something to be degraded with but the woman who is
rebellious and supposed to talk of other women's rights on behalf of them has simply chosen the
role of a mother. The Muslim community wants a woman only to be confined in households and
the woman chooses exactly that role which makes her community happy. Women are always
taught that the complete figure of a woman is a mother, maybe the psychology maintained by
family and the society is finally succeeded in getting control over a rebellious woman too. The role
constructed by society is accepted by her too.
Kahf’s novel The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf represents the harsh realities of the Muslim
community where women are deprived of many rights. She has tactfully shown how Khadra gets
familiar with the hidden realities of the Muslim community in the visit to Mecca, Saudi Arabia:
"How could you leave the house without permission- your parents, your hosts'? Without telling
anybody? Ebtehaj asked in an angry whisper behind closed door.I—jus t—wanted—to—pray—
fajr, Khadra hiccupped between sobs.'You can pray in the house', Wajdy said. 'But I didn't want to
pray in the house, Baba. The mosque is so near—the adhan was so beautiful—and it was calling
to me, to me.' 'Well, women are not allowed to pray in the mosque here,' her father replied". 14
The reality which is never told to Khadra comes in front of her in such a way she cannot even
believe that the women are restricted to pray in the mosque. Khadra never gets familiar with such
type of scenario where women cannot even go to the mosque. These lines further shocked little
Khadra who is unknown about the bitter reality of Muslim world; “Wajdy said, ‘In most of the
Muslim world, it hasn’t been the custom for hundreds of years.’… ‘But you said—you said—’ she
whirled here to include her mother, ‘You always said it was a part of an Islam. What about the
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Prophet saying 'You must never prevent the female servants of God from attending the house of
God? I told the matawwa that hadith and he laughed at me, and said 'listen to this woman quoting
scriptures at us!”15 Her parents lied about the harsh reality of the Muslim world even with their
daughter. In America, Khadra has never seen such bias based on gender. It is so inhuman that
women are even today prohibited to the mosque in the Muslim world. Now, she is disillusioned
by the bitter reality. Khadra tries to raise her voice which advocates the rights of women even there
where people are ignorant about equality and justice. The Quran mentioned equality among men
and women but the Muslim countries are still ignoring justice, which should treat everyone
equally. These are the clear pictures which are reflecting the inhuman walls against women's rights.
Kahf projects her protagonist Khadra who is rebellious and takes a stand for women's
rights. Judith Butler argues in Gender Troubles: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity:
“Gender is not something that one is; it is something one does, an act... a ‘doing’ rather than a
‘being’. There is no gender identity behind the expressions of gender; that identity is
performatively constituted by the very ‘expressions’ that are said to be its results. If the immutable
character of sex is contested, perhaps this construct called 'sex' is as culturally constructed as
gender; indeed, perhaps it always already gendered, with the consequence that the distinction
between sex and gender turns out to be no distinction at all”.16 As Butler argues, gender roles are
not something natural from our birth but it is the construction of our society and culture. Khadra
Shamy, challenges the conventional gender roles which are the product of patriarchal society.
The western world often misread Islam, and the people inside Islam somehow overshadowed
women's rights and equality. Here, Khadra brings reference from the Quran which emphasizes the
important role of women not only in households but even in a war where they successfully lead.
The stereotypical image of a woman is countered by the prophet in Quran also; he helps his spouse
in her work. Women are represented as fragile but some women lead the war, who has done
everything being competitive to men and they have been proving themselves as strong as men.
Khadra, being so respective towards Quran and her seniors has proven she is the one who is not
someone only to listen about the misrepresentation of women by people of the Muslim community
but a daring voice that stands against it. Society categorizes women into two groups, one is 'Good
woman' and another one is 'Bad woman'. Women who try to stand on their own feet are often
misinterpreted by their family and society too. The woman who is commanding and tough in
competition too has been demotivated often by her own family and other people too. She narrates:
124

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

“It’s not that a woman’s voice is awrah normally,' Eyad said. It's just –well, you have to admit,
Khadra, your voice, when you're reading Quran with all the tajwid stuff, is pretty awesome. I heard
some of the guys talking about it. Talking about you. It's almost like, is some girl's singing in a
sultry voice. You wouldn't want to do that, would you? And I don't want to be put in that position,
with guys listening to my sister and getting, well, almost turned on. Ado you want me to have to
be in such an uncomfortable position?' 'Of course, she didn't want to be seen as a vamp. A Quranreciting vamp. She quit doing the recitation. In fact, she stopped going to the CMC meetings
altogether for a while, in disgust.”17
The men of the family mostly want the female under the surveillance of the patriarchy.
Khadra's brother does not want his sister who reads the Quran in front of youths strongly. He seems
negative towards the recitation of the Quran by Khadra, he demotivates his sister instead of
motivating her. He stops her positive vibes and energy to recite Quran in front of the mass rather
he objectifies her voice as sultry. It can be understood vividly, her brother is insecure about the
remarkable position behold by Khadra in the Muslim community. Many men feel threatened when
there is a woman as strong and competitive. The envious nature of the male is visible here, who
instead of promoting his sister's positivity and confidence he defines Khadra's voice negatively
and stops her. The Muslim community where women rarely speak in front of mass but Khadra
dares to do that confidently then gets stopped by her family member. It indicates that the woman
who is strong and challenging is not even accepted by her own family. Furthermore, The Girl in
the Tangerine Scarf unfolds the life of Khadra where different shades are reflected regarding the
struggle of maintaining her position and identity. Khadra's instructions of leading her life and the
atmosphere around her are different from her principle of living life. She is different from many
other Muslim women in her community. Islamic communities do not support the idea; of abortion,
whereas Khadra being a Muslim woman supports the idea of abortion. She says: "Yeah, well,
Islamic law allows abortion up to four months,' Khadra called out, pedaling harder to keep with
Joy. Passersby looked up at the word abortion, their faces reflecting the strong and various
emotions it stirred. ‘All the schools of thought allow it. The only thing they differ on is how long
it’s allowed. Four weeks to four months. That’s the range”.18 The girl who is brought up in a
Muslim devout family arguing for abortion is quite unexpected to be familiar with. Whether a
woman wants to give birth or not, the decision should be taken by her, not by other people of the
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family. Khadra seems to be opposing many Islamic values and gives her a logical view on practical
life.
Khadra is pressurized by everyone to have a baby in her late 20s but what she wants in her
life is ignored by her family. The patriarchy defines a woman as a 'complete human being' only
when she becomes a mother. How can society define someone as complete without fulfilling her
dreams and achieving her goals in life? Here, Khadra is all alone but still doesn't give up her
dreams. Though she is under the pressure of becoming a mother and keeping her dream aside, she
beholds her dream. Despite being tortured in the name of a 'good woman, 'complete woman' she
takes a stand for her rights which is beyond the expectation of patriarchal family and society.
Similarly, the steps taken by Khadra and the actions performed by her make Juma angry. Juma
wants her to be culturally hegemonized and follow the repetitive actions which are followed by
other women but she refused to be that. Judith Butler in Gender Trouble: Feminism and the
Subversion of Identity states argues “Parody by itself is not subversive, and there must be a way to
understand what makes certain kinds of parodic repetitions effectively disruptive, truly troubling,
and which repetitions become domesticated and recirculated as instruments of cultural
hegemony”.19 Butler makes her point clear that the women in the society are bound with cultural
hegemony. She rarely accepts the roles which are imposed upon her by her Muslim family.
Khadra's husband expects her to be submissive, down-to-earth, traditional, and weak but unlike
his expectations of Arab woman, Khadra stands out as a bold woman who doesn't fear conventional
norms and values which are only meant to break the confidence and positive vibes of a woman.
Juma has a problem with Khadra's biking habit; he wants her to act like many Islamic women who
hardly say no to their husband's command but Khadra resists against the command which confines
her only in households. He even brings a reference which is made for women only to accept that
they are not allowed to show themselves the way men do. Women are taught to believe that their
physical differences can tempt a man, so, for this reason, they should cover their body including
their faces with Burka. Religion and other norms and values are threatening women not to resist
the roles given by them. They are under the control of religion, culture, and other authoritative
institutions; they cannot even think to dismantle the roles imposed upon them but khadra is an
exception.
Khadra's steps towards her freedom bring various problems in her life. Her choices and
own principles of living bring so much trouble between her husband and herself. Biking is her
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right but her husband makes a huge issue on it, he wants to stop Khadra but she doesn't even care.
She laid a copy of the Quran in front of him, their wedding mushaf with the indigo and gilt
Moroccan binding, the one they always read from together. Khadra argues with her husband,
"Show me where in the Quran it says women can't ride a bike in the public”.20 Why she is not even
permitted to ride a bike by her husband? She doesn't tolerate injustice and biases in the name of
religion and gender. She is not one who easily accepts what her spouse says rather she questions
even on Quran and justifies her right to live freely as men live. She rides a bike and proves that
she is the master of her life no other people who want her to be like a puppet in the hand of
patriarchy. She is highly active and breaks the image of the inactive and passive role of women.
What if a woman resists performing the gender roles constructed by society? Abdus Salam Khalis
argues gender is “a stylized repetition of acts which are internally discontinuous . . .so that the
appearance of substance is precisely that, a constructed identity, a performative accomplishment
which the mundane social audience, including the actors themselves, come to believe and to
perform in the mode of belief ”.21 The protagonist of the novel revolts against the typical gender
roles. She refuses to follow the conventional gender roles and argues with her husband.
Discussion
According to society, there are certain roles which are specially meant for women such as cooking,
cleaning, sewing, baby sitter and so on. Khadra rejects the particular roles which are always
expected to be performed only by women. Muslim women take their husband not less than a God
but Khadra oppose the stereotypical notion. She denies cooking and challenges her husband to
learn about cooking by mentioning that cooking skill doesn't come up with her Boobs but she
learns about it. Like, Butler's ideas which supplement the idea of subverting the gender roles
exactly can be seen here with the protagonist of the novel. The repetitive actions followed by
women are nurturing, cooking, gardening, baby sitter, etc are rejected by Khadra to perform.
Khadra subverts the idea of particular gender roles where a husband expects a wife to perform not
less than his mother. She stands against the conventional gender roles and raises her voice loudly
against the domination of patriarchy. Furthermore, males are taken as protective and responsible
towards their wives and children. The lines mentioned explain Juma is also seen as an
overprotective and over-possessive husband who takes unnecessary burdens about Khadra's every
action: “He wanted me to circulate the petition to the Muslim women. We’d talked about it at the
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planning meeting.’ Khadra was CMC recording secretary this year. ‘Anyway, it’s none of your
business what he wanted he wanted to speak to me, not you.’… ‘It’s always my business what
anyone wants from you,’ Juma shouted. ‘What the hell do you mean none of my business? You’re
my wife.”22 Khadra as an adult can handle herself in every way including her job and her relations
with other people but Juma is so insecure regarding the relationship between him and Juma. His
over-possessive nature troubles Khadra a lot. As an Arab man, he is not able to accept the flaws
of Khadra. He is not even ready to accept the carrier of Khadra and her competitive nature to
everything which she wants to achieve in her life. The Islamic community is habituated to see a
woman walking only with a man, they want women either on the surveillance of burka or under
the control of man. Maybe because of all these reasons, Juma is more suspicious towards his wife
and overthinking about minor problems. His over possessiveness nature shows the face of a maledominated society.
The novel also deals with the issue of identity which is justified by the protagonist Khadra.
In this respect, Simon De Beauvoir adds in her book The Second Sex, “It is perfectly natural for
the future woman to feel indignant at the limitations posed upon her by her sex. The real question
is not why she should reject them: the problem is rather to understand why she accepts them.”23
Islamic community which often confines women-only inside the four walls of home; it suppresses
women's identity and freedom. Khadra shares her problems with her brother: "I just don’t know if
I can stay married to him, Eyad. I feel like I can’t go on this marriage without killing off the ‘me’
that I am”, Khadra said to her brother. … Pop psychology phrases like the ‘me’ that I am’ turned
Eyad off. He knew about the bike thing. Khadra resented him using it like that. She said, ‘I don’t
think I can stay with Juma without changing who I am. Who essentially deep-down I am.”24 Like,
Beauvoir says why a woman should accept all the things which overshadow her identity, Khadra
is someone whom every time takes a stand for her rights, identity, and freedom even if it cost lots
of scarification and loneliness. She is tired of a suspicious husband, frustrated because of the
restrictions on unnecessary things by an over-possessive husband and decides this time is the right
time to escape from all the psychological tortures which are based on religion, culture, and gender.
Here, comes the question of identity which is undermined by Khadra's husband. She values herself,
her flaws, her real self but that is not accepted by her counterpart. The Islamic community wants
women to sacrifice everything including their preferences, identity, and freedom but men can do
whatever they'd like to do, they need no compromises and scarification. How can someone be
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expected to kill her actual self, her real identity? Khadra is not like many other girls who sacrifice
their real selves for the sake of marriage, family, and community. She is very much into herself,
identity and she wants to be all alone but not kneel before anyone who wants to seize her actual
self and freedom. Similarly, the situations and circumstances around Khadra go against her dream,
her aim. She gets torture psychologically for not accepting Juma's planning which demands her to
leave her study, carrier, and her actual self. Juma, after the completion of his degree, wants to go
back to Kuwait without even thinking about Khadra, who still needs a year to finish college.
The novel narrates the story of a woman who has set her journey to live alone to fulfill
her dreams and achieving her goals in life. Beauvoir argues, "Nature does not define woman, it
is she who defines herself by reclaiming nature for herself in her affectivity”.25 As Beauvoir
argues, here, Khadra is not ready to be someone who is defined by others. Nature sets everyone
free but the chain created by religion, society bound people. Khadra is pregnant but d wants to
abort to continue her study. It is not that much easy to stand for oneself when there are family
members who want her to follow the Islamic rules and wants to see her as a mother.
Findings
The typical gender role is rejected by a woman who has been always taught norms and values
which are principles to follow for becoming a good woman. The subversion of gender role is
applicable here because she rejects to perform the repetitive gender role and made the decision,
not for others but herself. Religion, social construction also wants women with confined roles such
as housewife, mother, and so on. Her father wants her as a perfect woman in a patriarchal society;
he cannot even accept that his daughter does not want to become a mother rather she wants to be
an independent woman by following her dreams and carrier. Likewise, the struggle of becoming
herself goes on but she is all alone even at the time when she needs her family the most. Simon De
Beauvoir in The Second Sex says, “Woman the most individualized of the females, is also the most
fragile, the one who experiences her destiny the most dramatically and who distinguishes herself
the most significantly from her male”.26 Just because the choice of fulfilling her dreams, to be an
independent makes Khadra all alone to suffer in hard times.
The decision of Khadra made her all alone. She does not want to become a mother; she
cannot even thinking of confining herself inside the four walls of home rather she wants to fly like
a bird freely. When a woman rejects to be a puppet of the patriarchy she is not even accepted by
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her own family. Khadra, during her most crucial time, is neglected by her own family, who are
supposed to be her backbone but the circumstances go against Khadra. The daring action which
opposes the idea of the Muslim community, the step was taken by her keeps her beyond the
particular gender role which is easily followed by the majority of the women. The passion for
photography always makes Khadra more enthusiastic and courageous every time. All of all she
wants is the freedom to live life the way she wants to live. Khadra's new life is mentioned through
given lines:
"And now with the Ottoman liras, Khadra had a new freedom. What did she want the most to do?
Not to return to Bloomington and finish a degree she'd never use. Photography, what she'd wanted
from the start, but had not even let herself acknowledge she wanted, because it was not in the
Dawah program, in the Wajdy and Ebtehaj program.”27 The protagonist, Khadra Shamy from a
devout Muslim community struggles a lot to reach the ultimate goals of her life. Finally, the daring
attitude of Khadra makes her a photographer.
The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf by Mohja Kahf narrates the story of a Muslim woman who
fights almost every day to become who she is. The drawn line created by Shamy's family, religion
and Muslim community has been directly challenged by her. The ups and downs in Shamy's life
build her unbreakable. She enlarges the definition of a woman from household to the world where
she stands as an independent, dreamer, believer, a photographer. The history is made by her effort
and dedication. The Muslim community is one of the restricted communities regarding the issue
of women’s freedom, statuesque but it is no more able to confine someone who believes in her
potentiality to create her identity, making her dreams come true. Khadra, as a Muslim girl has been
able to achieve what she always wanted in her life. She pays a lot with her struggle to become an
independent woman. No one ever could understand her but she always understand what her inner
soul wants in her life.
Khadra Shamy, the central character of the novel raises the question whenever there comes
the issue of the identity of a woman, she raises her voice until and unless it is being heard by the
people around her. Though she is brought up in a devout Muslim family she never fears speaking
up even against her elders and community when there is a threaten regarding the issue of women's
freedom. She believes in Allah but never seems to believe in the taboos of her religion which often
made for women to be chained. She is faithful to humanity, she follows what Allah says in Quran
but she refuses to accept the norms and values which are imposed upon only women.
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Today, the position of women across the whole world is quite noticeable than before but still, the
third world countries are suffering a lot from the same subject. The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf
by Khaf unfolds the dark sides of religion which accustomed the boundaries for women in
everyday life. It shows the condition of women in the Muslim community. Though, the family
shifts from Syria to Indiana, America but the terms and condition for women in their family is
different in comparison to other American families. The instructions for women in the family are
opposite to men. The teachings of the family towards the girl child foreground the principle to
become submissive, feminine and it prepares them as someone who says no to their family and
counterparts. Khadra rejects the principle made for her only and makes her principle to be free
and happy indeed.
Conclusion
The roles of men and women are differently defined and have been followed since the ages but the
particular roles which still confines women inside the four walls are rejected by Khadra. As the
Butler argues roles are not something from our birth rather it is repeatedly followed by men and
women in society but Khadra proves herself beyond the limited definition of women in society.
Her family resists her from biking but she continuously rides a bike, she is expected to live a life
as a housewife and as a mother but she divorces and aborts her pregnancy by going against her
husband, family, and whole Muslim community. Her family refuses to be with her even in the
most difficult time but she does not let her be scattered into pieces rather she focuses on what she
wants to achieve in her life. She lives far away from her family, continues her study and becomes
a professional photographer. She subverts the gender role by becoming free, independent, and
happy. Khadra Shamy realizes the boundaries and discrimination between men and women; then
she raises her voice against domination. She makes her point clear whenever there is the issue of
women. She takes a stand against all of the people who always try to control women in the name
of religion, culture, and community. She makes her bold in every situation which threatens her
capability and identity. Though she faces lots of hardships she proves herself strong enough more
than a man but not less than them. She projected herself against the stereotypical image of a
Muslim woman. She challenges every limited role of women and subverts the gender role through
different miseries and sufferings throughout the novel. Khadra stands there where the presumption
of patriarchy and the Muslim community fails and subverts the conventional gender roles.
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Abstract
The current study evaluates the association between perfectionism and mental well-being among
students of UAJ&K with the sample of two hundred graduate students (N=200) hundred males
(n=100) and hundred females (n=100) were involved in this study. All members finished the Frost
Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale (FMPS) and Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-Being Scale
(WEMWBS). 49 items survey was given to the members from different departments of AJ&K
University. Data was analyzed utilizing SPSS software. Correlation yielded that there’s a positive
noteworthy relationship between the scales (FMPS) and (WEMWBS). Positive perfectionism is
emphatically related with mental well-being and adversely related with mental trouble.

Key Words: Perfectionism, Psychological Well-being, Mental Trouble
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Introduction
Perfectionism can be characterized as the need to be or a show up to be perfect or indeed to believe
that it’s possible to attain flawlessness. It may be a crave to realize distinctive optimistic objectives
without falling flat which gives a driving force towards objectives fulfillment (Roedell, 1984).
Perfectionism may be a wide identity fashion that linked with endeavoring for faultlessness and is
accompanied by basic self-analysis and to respect other’s evaluations. It hypothesized as a
multilayered identity characteristic, and at first a few analysts that there are numerous positive and
negative perspectives (Hewitt & Flett, 1991).
Perfectionism is not as same as trying to get flawlessness. Flawlessness is not around solid
accomplishment. Flawlessness frequently seen as an optimistic characteristic that increases your
probabilities of victory, but lead to self- distractive behaviors. It may cause stretch, uneasiness,
discouragement and other mental well-being issues. Individuals who make an effort for
flawlessness out of sentiments of insufficiency or failure may discover it accommodating to talk
with an advisor; this could frequently offer assistance to individuals manage extreme self-criticism
(Butt, 2010).
Individuals who are about full-time perfectionist may feel they ought to accomplish flawlessness
always. They might also:
●

Not be able to perform an assignment unless they know they can do it perfect.

●

View the conclusion item as the foremost important part of any undertaking.

●

They may focus less on the method of learning or completing a task to the most excellent

of their ability.
●

Not see an assignment, a wrapped up until the result is idealize agreeing to their guidelines.

●

Procrastinate individuals with perfectionism may not need to start an assignment until they

know they can do it perfectly.
134

Volume 04, Issue 01, 2021

●

SAJCSS: ISSN: 2708-9312

June-December 2021

Take an intemperate sum of time to total an assignment that does not ordinarily take others

long to total (Hrabluik, Latham, & McCarthy, 2012)
Self-Oriented Perfectionism
Self-Oriented perfectionist maintained highest personal standards, look forward to terminate and
exceptionally self-critical on the off chance that they come up short to meet these high desires selforiented perfectionist has an afflictive humor fashion. Studies reflect that this sort of perfectionism
humor connected with supporting, closeness, social advancement and selflessness (Smith, 2013).
Socially-prescribed Perfectionism
●

Socially Prescribed perfectionists accept that other individuals expect them to be perfect

which these other individuals will be exceedingly critical of them in case they come up short to
meet desires (Jakobwitz & Egan, 2006).
Other- Oriented Perfectionism
●

Other-Oriented Perfectionists tend to utilize a forceful fashion of humor as a way to

criticize others and appear their dis-satisfaction are portray as heartless, and look for the rules
whereas others having a low intrigued in making a difference and supporting other individuals
(Patten, 2012).
Overt Perfectionism
Overt Perfectionists have an awfully solid inclination for order and expanded uneasiness when
they don’t have order around them. They tend to be stubborn and like to be right and frequently
dodge workout that they cannot do well or don’t get it. This sort of compulsiveness is connected
to having a settled mentality, accept that your capacities (e.g., insights, physicality, inventiveness,
etc.) are settled or foreordained and can’t be created. Overt Perfectionists fear disappointment and
do everything they can to avoid it by being in control (Smith, 2013).
Covert perfectionism:
Covert perfectionists are now and then difficult to recognize since their activities don’t
continuously coordinate the perfectionist’s consideration in their head. Change over perfectionists
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tend to have less desires of those around them and will apparently say they incline toward being
normal or laid back, however inside they secretively went to succeed (Smith, 2013).
Psychological well-Being
Psychological well-being is dynamic progression that stretches a sagacity of information about
individuals almost how their lives are persevering the contact between their situations, workout
and mental assets. It is approximately lives going well it is mixture of satisfaction and working
efficiently (Huppert, 2009).
Psychological well-being has two critical aspects. The primary of these refers to the degree to
which individual’s involvement positive feelings and sentiments of bliss. In some cases this
perspective of mental well-being is referred to as subjective well-being. Mental welfare refers to
the associate and intraindividual stages of constructive working which incorporate one’s
connection with others and reflexive that incorporate one’s sagacity of dominance. Idiosyncratic
well-being imitates measurements of pleasure (Baird, Lucas, & Donnellan, 2010).
Relationship of Perfectionism and Psychological Well-Being
A few revisions clarify relationship of perfectionism and mental well-being a few inquiries about
relationship between perfectionism and mental well-being. As cerebral pains in children and eating
disorders. Perfectionist people encounter expanded negative influence sometime recently, aimed
and after assessing duties, critic their work more than non-perfectionists. Positive perfectionism is
emphatically related with mental well-being and adversely related with mental trouble. Negative
perfectionism adversely related with mental well-being and emphatically related with mental
trouble (Frost, Marten, Lahart, & Rosenblate, 1990).
Ethics and Value Theory of Perfectionism
In morals and esteem hypothesis, perfectionism is determination of willing of getting ideal quality
of spiritual, mental, physical, and material being (Williams & Dunne‐Bryant, 2006).
Hedonism Theory of Happiness
A happy life maximizes sentiments of joy and minimizes pain. A happy individual smiles, having
bright eyes and her joys are intense and numerous, her sufferings are very few (Velleman, 1991).
Objective list Theory of Happiness
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Objective list theory present bliss exterior of feeling and onto a list of really important things
within genuine world. It embraces that joy include human life that accomplishes positive things as
of a lean of beneficial interests: it incorporates professional achievements, companionship,
physical comfort, municipal soul, excellence, instruction, cherish, information and get inner voice
(Nussbaum, Functioning, & Justice, 1992).
Rationale of Study
The aim of study is to find out the influence of perfectionism on psychological well-being among
students of UAJ&K. The study aimed to assess the impact of perfectionism on the mental health
of graduate’s students of UAJ&K. The reason behind selecting the graduate students of UAJ&K
is that they are mature enough to understand the concept of perfectionism and psychological wellbeing.
The purpose of study was to find correlation between perfectionism and mental well-being keeping
in view some important characteristics and how perfectionism and psychological well-being are
related to these characteristics. Our findings are consistent with previous researches conducted on
perfectionism and psychological well-being.
The perfectionism itself is a gap in our society as a whole. This study emphasizes on the gap found
in the previous researches which only defined what the perfectionism was and its effect on mental
health. What the psychological well-being was and its relationship with perfectionism. This study
emphasizes on the effect of perfectionism on mental well-being but moreover clarify how
perfectionism is emphatically connected with mental well-being and contrarily with mental
trouble.
Hewitt and his coworkers explained in his work that socially prescribed perfectionism was critical
indicator of psychological well-being. The measurement of other-oriented perfectionism tends not
to seem to have a critical impact.

The perfectionism dimension that most impacts the

psychological well-being is socially prescribed perfectionism, whereas self-oriented perfectionism
doesn’t appear to play a critical part within the stress and psychological well-being of students
who are examined in the study (Hewitt & Flett, 1991).
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In 2011, Demir and Orthel found that individuals with sophisticated mental well-being are
probably to live more advantageous and healthy lives. Such individual enjoys a superior life. High
mental well-being is related to less common issues. Individual with high level of mental wellbeing can enjoy pleasure of life efficiently when their basic needs fulfilled. Leaving in a harmless
region, consuming sufficient food, and to have satisfactory shelter are all critical variables for
sensitive health (Demir & Orthel, 2011).
Another psychologist found in his study that optimistic perfectionism also allows the individual
through such features as being reasonable recognizing individual confinements, and flexibility to
enjoy their strenuous and debilitating endeavors and be fulfilled with his individual work
(Greenspon, 2000). This feeling of delight and fulfillment is one of the components of
psychological well-being and strengthen psychological well-being.
Chan in 2012 showed in his research that individuals with high level of mental well-being are not
commonly involve in illegal actions or mishandle remedies and liquor. In addition, high mental
well-being leads to enjoy more charming and selflessness, such as volunteering. Thinking positive
also makes strides our mental well-being. In turn, as our mental well-fare moves forward, it is
simpler to reflect optimistically and feel great by and large. You will be creating that positive cycle
with many straightforward procedures (Chan, Chau, & Chan, 2012).
Objectives
To find the effect of perfectionism on psychological well-being of university students.
Hypothesis
There is a significant positive relationship between perfectionism and psychological well-being
among university students
Sample
The sample consists of two hundred students (N=200) of university of Azad Jammu & Kashmir
having age range of 19-32 years. This study also included the students who did not face any
traumatic event or stress. In order to get the desired data demographic data sheets were filled by
those students.
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Instruments
Demographic Information
The demographic Information is used in study to collect information on variables such as gender,
education, name, marital status and income.

Frost Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale
Frost Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale was made by Dr. Randy Frost and his colleagues in
1990. The scale comprises of 35 items. That’s evaluated on five focuses. Scales with 1 show
emphatically oppose this idea and 5 shows unequivocally concur. Reliability of this scale extended
from 0.71 to 0.86.
Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-Being Scale
Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-Being Scale was utilized to find the mental well-being on the
under-study level. Improvement of this scale was driven by Professor Sarah Stewart-Brown and
bolstered by Professor Stephen Platt from the college of Edinburgh (2006).
The scale comprises of 14 items. All are related to the most components of mental well-being.
Inner consistence changed between 0.87 and 0.96 and test-retest unwavering quality coefficients
extended between 0.78 and 0.97 for sex subscales. These results demonstrate that the scale could
be a substantial and solid instrument. Reliability of this scale is 0.7.
Procedure
Samples of 200 students were taken from UAJK. Informed consent was given to the participant in
order to know their willingness for participation in research, after this participant come to know
about purpose of research and maintenance of confidentiality. Participants individually got their
questionnaires. Participants were asked to understand and respond all the items without any
pressure. After survey participants were thanked for their participation in collecting research data.
At the end data was statistically investigated to meet the objective.
Results
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Table 1: Frequency and percentage across demographic variable (N=200)
Demographic variables

Frequency

Percentage

19-25

150

75%

26-32

50

25%

Male

100

50%

Female

100

50%

120

60%

80

40%

Age

Gender

Qualification
BS
MSc

The table 1 shows the distribution of age in accordance with their frequency the frequency
of respondent of age 19-25 which represents 75%. The frequency respondents of age 26-32 which
represents 25%. The frequency of male represents 50%. The frequency of female represents 50%.
The frequency of qualification of BS students shows 60%. The frequency of qualification of MSC
students shows 40%.

.

Table 2: Alpha reliability of well-being (N=200)
Scale

No of items

M

SD
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.853

A table 2 show that the alpha reliability of well-being scale is .853 which indicates that scale is
reliable for present’s sample of study.
Table 3: Alpha reliability of perfectionism scale (N=200)
Scale

No of items

M

SD

Α

Perfectionism

35

109.3400

14.27646

.730

Table 3 shows the alpha reliability of perfectionism scale is .730 which indicates that scale is
reliable for present’s sample of study.
Table 4: Correlation of well-being and perfectionism among UAJ&K students
Variables
Well-being
+.363
perfectionism
P<0.05
Table 4 shows the correlation between the well-being and perfectionism among UAJ&K students.
Results reflect correlation of well-being and perfectionism is found positive
Discussion
The research was conducted to explain the concept of perfectionism and mental well-being. A
sample of hundred (N=200) students was drawn and the sample selection was convenient. Data
was collected through “The Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-being Scale” and “Frost
Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale”.
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The hypothesis was that perfectionism is positively correlated with mental well-being. To assess
the mental well-being, WEMWB Scale was used. The results indicated that perfectionism and
psychological well-being positively linked with each other.
Endeavoring for perfectionism is not the same as being competitive for fabulousness, which can
be solid things. Eating disorders are a common appearance of perfectionism. Uneasiness, misery,
and self-destructive ideation are a few of the mental well-being issue that over and over connected
with this frame of perfectionism (Stoeber & Childs, 2010).
Constructive perfectionism is directly related with mental welfare and adversely related with
mental trouble. Negative perfectionism contrarily related with mental well-being and positively
related with mental trouble (Frost et al., 1990).
Table 1 illustrates frequency and ratio of the demographic’s variables. Results in table 2 and 3
shows that the reliability, Mean and Standard deviation of WEMWB scale is highly significant.
Mean, Standard Deviation, and Alpha reliability of Frost Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale is
also highly significant.
The result in table 4 shows that the correlation of perfectionism and psychological well-being
among students of UAJ&K which is +.363. As we expected, correlational result explains the
positive association of perfectionism with psychological welfare. The result is reliable with the
result of other studies which explain the relationships between flawlessness and mental well-being.
Many researches show the solid connection between perfectionism and mental well-being.
Researches showed that positive perfectionism is positively linked with mental health and
adversely with mental trouble. Measurable information examination uncovered that this
relationship means an increment in adverse perfectionism diminishes mental welfare and increase
mental trouble (Stoeber, Harris, & Moon, 2007).
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Abstract
The prevalent discourse of state and polity in South Asia is marked with the culture of power
and authority. India’s ruling pattern is authoritarian with centralization of powers at centre
but India has maintained a thin line balance between this authority and autonomy of the states.
At times these two distinct systems appear working in the society simultaneously, but in reality
centre ensures its upper hand. The state also executes its centralist tendencies with the
prevalent authoritarian culture. This paper attempts to unleash the structural intricacies of the
decentralized frame of rule of India and its dichotomous application on the centre and state
level given the historical pretext. This paper wants to address this issue in the broader
relationship of state and society in South Asia.
Key Words: Authoritarianism, Power Devolution, State and Society, Consociationalism
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Introduction
India presents a confounding case study of a functional democracy in post-colonial societies.
Immensely diverse polity, aligned on the stratification based on the principles of castes, India is in
many ways divergent from the theoretical notions and preconceived conceptions about the
distribution of authority and a devolutionary frame of political rule based on the division of power
structure. Democracy in generally defined construct is the mode of running a political system on
the presumption of representation, participation and accommodation. Based on the individualistic
traits by the virtue of industrialized societies democracy in modern days has become the only
substantive alternate. The fall of communism in the wake of USSR’s breakdown has spearheaded
the transition towards democracy as a robust impetus, with liberal notions as a setting guide.
India is an exception when it comes to the manifestation and the perpetuation of democracy in a
developing country. India lacks all those prerequisites of democratic settlement that pave a way
for the democratic functionality and governability. Certain structural and cognitive explanations
can be laid forward to explain India’s successful progression that involves socio-cultural and
politico-structural reasons. The prevailing and the contradictory notion to the democracy is
authoritarianism which contrasts the individual’s freedom and though of action. In political context
authoritarianism demotes to a system where power is concentrated in the hands of an individual or
a few individuals arbitrarily and power is exercised without any discrimination of social
organization. According to Ayesha Jalal the structure of authoritarianism has been developed as
the aftermath of British colonial security apparatus that was enacted to ensure and extend the
colonial rule of British in Indian subcontinent.178
In the reality India never experienced a truly centralized frame of rule in its history ranging over
thousands of years. India has never been ruled by any single ruler in its entirety. The societal
structure of India has always been bifurcated into little kingdoms, Rajwaras and states incoherently
managed and ruled by the indigenous rulers whereas Aryan invaders always manage do hold their
reins of power with a collaborative negotiated settlement with the localities.

178
179

179

Ayesha Jalal, Democracy and Authoritarianism in South Asia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994)
Percival Spear, A History of India (New Delhi: Penguin Publishers, 1990)
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The reliance on the central notion of authority to hold and grip India remained intact for ages.
From Guptas to Ashoka and Khiljis to Turks, India had been a subject of authoritative frame of
rule in generality. To the consternation has been always the strengthening of authoritative rule with
the escalating centralization in growingly diverse communitarian society. Romila Thapar has also
identified the dynastic history with the chronological order in her book, Penguin History of Early
India.180The rise of Muslim Sultanate in India also surged the development of authoritarianism in
abstraction. The way the power was snatched from the competitors and the way rule was managed
to be established in India and moreover the power sharing agreements with the Rajas and
Maharajas of the local vicinities contributed to the development of the centrality of authority as a
governing notion for the principle of power rule in India. The manifestation of power and its
manifold application in one or other way led to the development of the power centric frame of rule
and its applicability at the local level made it a more viable, substantive and usable option and
alternative for the ruling clan. The development of this nature of rule further nourished and boosted
the usability of authority and its applicability in the governance at centre and it’s the then
manifestation at state or microcosmic level. 181
The advent of British did not bring any fundamental change in the power structure except that the
incoherent apparatus of security was formalized and was introduced as regular security apparatus;
coercive and authoritative, backed with the legal mandated powers. In fact this was the continuity
of Darbar system of governance introduced by Mughals. The British structure was fundamentally
rooting and pivoting around power and authority and was more structured and commanding and
brought a change of mindset of the acceptability at the level of masses with the backing of coercion
and intimidation.
British setup organized military, bureaucracy and judiciary rather it can be asserted that British
went ahead with the functionality of institutions, principality of law and governability of state
based on power equation. 182
State and Authoritarianism in India
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At the onset of partition and its preceding legacy as the fallout of colonialism India and its
immediate neighbor Pakistan more ostensibly were swamped into the shared legacy of colonialism
which included institutional heritage set up by British to extend and fortify their rule in more
convenience.
The central element of colonial inheritance in India was the centralization of power in its economic,
political and cultural variants. The national leadership in post-independence phase was more
reliantly working on centralizing power and controlling economic resources in the most socially
fragmented and culturally diverse agrarian society of the world.

This centralization has

increasingly contrary effects more primarily in post Nehru era which eroded the effectiveness of
political organizations and intensified the ethnic, cultural cate, religious and regional conflicts.183
The increasing constellation of power led to the reductive abilities of the central government in
implementing its centrality in the states and the localities. This consequential milieu suggested the
systemic crises in Indian polity. India’s avant-garde in giving regional autonomy was for this very
same rationale that centrality of rule in its entirety was a botched manifestation. The trials and
tribulations of India continued to compound because the colonial vestige could not have been
shrugged aside and power had not been decentralized given the appropriation of rule in
devolutionary context. Rajni Kothari has also taken a theoretical glimpse on the theoretical,
historical, socio-cultural, and comparative matrices of Indian polity.184
The state and society’s relationship in India has always been perturbed since the inceptive days of
Indian independence. This reflects party the intentions to address the ahistorical and obsessively
economic perceptions of social and political change. The perturbed relation of state and society
has loomed large in discussions of India. The evolution of state and society’s discourse in India
largely revolves around misperceptions and there lie structural, political and concrete hindrances
in the large contextual accentuation of state-society relationship.
The state has remained an alien subject and an external entity to society since independence
notwithstanding the huge expansion of the state machinery. This externality more specifically is
the given result of the catastrophe of the political elite to reconstitute and renegotiate the popular
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understanding of politics. Had there been a single language, the elite, masses and political frame
of rule would have been rightly integrated and the institutions, secularism, rights, impersonal
power, into everyday vernacular discourse would have been better addressed. Political theory and
the construction of indigenous discourse are extremely important. Changes in theory and discourse
lead to a substantial difference in the workings and modus operandi of politics.
The concept and impact of federalism are becoming increasingly relevant and important in the
globalized world. From domestic management to the establishment of international regimes,
federalism appears to become a solution to humans’ quests for egalitarian societies.185 R. Khan
argues that “democratic systems permit and even promote people’s right of dissent.”186 However,
if the consociational approach is useful in organizing the lives of citizens in multiethnic societies,
then the abovementioned right of descent is indeed dangerous. A plural state like India is relevant
if one aspires to understand the impact of federalism and Consociationalism into a multiethnic
society.
The most heterogeneous democracy, India, is a subject of debate among the consociationlists who
are of the view that democracy can only sustain in a multiethnic society if Consociationalism exists
in one way or another. India apparently appears to have all four characteristics of
Consociationalism. Notwithstanding the complexities such as majoritarian politics, India’s
complex federal democratic system necessitates an informal Consociationalism. Majority of the
population is represented by national-level political parties such as Congress and BJP. This
government is an exception in regard to common practice. For instance, normally almost all ruling
parties have historically relied on a coalition which is an example of Consociationalism.
Determining India’s status whether it is a consociational state seems important if one wants to
prove or reject the notion that Consociationalism is dysfunctional and undemocratic.
Federalism, Consociationalism and the Puzzle of Functional Democracy
Theoretically, there are no formal constitutional arrangements for Consociationalism. However,
the long-running practice of distribution of ministerships in accordance with the population
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proportions of different ethnicities and religious minorities has created an explicit consociational
arrangement. In fact, consociational arrangements of governance appear to be ideal as far as India
in concerned because the majority, Hindu population, is internally divided which provides a greater
opportunity to the minorities to represent themselves. And thus this state of affairs prevents the
like-minded elite to form the government.
Having presumed that India is governed by a federalist consociational arrangement, the empirical
evidence points towards some alarming possibilities go against the anticipated outcome of such a
calculated arrangement. For instance, violence on ethnic lines has been increasing in the country
since 1960s.187 There has been more violence in periods of consociationalism than Nehru-led India.
One reason behind this state of affairs is that the minorities are multidimensional because different
ethnic groups in the country are arranged in different layers. India’s history shows a clear
difference even within the social grouping which make it possible that any attempt to empower or
enrich the previously lower strata of the country are likely to benefit a few belonging to that strata.
It, therefore, undermines almost every attempt to include the previously deprived groups of the
society. 188
As far as linguistic federalism is concerned it has not fully satisfied the minorities’ desire for
autonomy and security.” It is clear that the minorities from and within the minorities feel
victimized, subjugated and overlooked. The differences are strengthened rather than mitigated.
The consociationalism argument, however, has failed to address the context of shifting the status
of minorities. Establishing proportional representation through regular elections is a possible
solution to this problem. However, at the same time, it is unlikely that minorities’ elite who are
receiving allocated benefits by the state would be ready to forgo their beneficial quotas for benefits
of the other community members. Such a practice in the long run may tempt the minorities within
minorities to “use violence in order to rakes the costs to the veto-holders.189
Decentralization and Questionable Power Distribution
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In one way, India seems successful in bringing consociational theory on forefront because minority
leaders represent their respective strata and supported by whom they represent. At upper level,
consociational politics may become difficult as a result of upper class’ leaders to gain support of
minorities. As a result, there emerges an intraethnic competition which can be witnessed in Sri
Lanka. As the electorates are no longer only from upper-cast, they have endeavored to attract lower
and middle classes and minorities and majorities simultaneously in the recent time. For instance,
the incumbent BJP government has attracted a vast majority of the Hindu voters by highlighting
“anti-Pakistan” rhetoric. He might have done this by even highlighting an anti-Muslim slogan
because that would have earned him majority of the radical Hindus’ votes irrespective of their
ethnic affiliation. In such a case, however, likelihood of violence increases.
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example shows the inappropriateness of consociational model when it is implemented in the
already multi-ethnic and multi-cultural societies in Europe and North America. Lijphart argues
that the success of these societies is an outcome of cooperation between leaders of different
segments of society whose consensus on certain matters reduces the sub-national, religious, ethnic
and racial differences. In the case of India, where consensual politics between the leaders of
different segments is difficult, consociational politics appears extremely difficult. 191
India is a functional and democratic state even after the resurgence of violence in 1960s. The
federal organization of the country, along with the ad hoc consociational measures, cannot be
ignored while explaining the existence of democracy. However, one thing is clear that it is not
consociationalism which has led to violence in the past but centralization of the government due
to excessive use of Presidential Rule. Prior to 1967, this rule was invoked only ten times. From
1967 to 1989, however, the Presidential Rule was invoked sixty-six times.192 Such a dramatic shift
in internal politics of the then ruling party, Congress, not only transformed the identity of the party
from a democratic, consensual and federal organization to a centralized and hierarchical party, but
it also diminished the basis for consociationalism in the country. One possible reason behind this
change in Congress party’s outlook was pressure from below which made maintaining broad
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support difficult for the party which was considered as an advocate of consociationalism and
minority rights.
The conventional political frame of rule dominated by the Indian National Congress and
likeminded parties with rhetoric of liberal democracy, composite culture and Indian nationalism
ruled the Indian polity for long. These parties lacked effective leadership, mobilizing tactics,
compelling ideals and localite organization which gave a space to an alternative leadership in these
intervening years fundamentally and consciously moving around the ideals of Hindu identity selfconsciously based on India's traditions of Hindutva while getting ahead relentlessly on the ideals
of development and management. A western predominant thought in the given nexus of democracy
and development, offered a new alternate ideology and a governing rule in Indian frame of rule
more fundamentally based on Majoritarianism.
Focused on the model of building a strengthened, centralized, organized state with nuclear
weapons, able to thrive in development to the country this Janta culture has been warmly embraced
and led to the change in the consociational frame of rule to the majoritarian frame of rule. More
specifically, The Bharatya Janta Party (BJP), the ruling party in India, is perceived as a communal
party that aims to eliminate the secular character of the Indian state in which Indian coexist. Hindus
and Indian Muslims are often projected as absolute identities. The present study argues that a
number of identities – communitarian, caste and regional – exist in India and compete to preserve
their traditions.193 The ideologues of the RSS i.e Rashtarya Sevak Singh have persistently
maintained a point that the definition of India as a nation ought to be made by the cultural
preferences of Hindu majority. Minorities must be submitted to this idea of India as a Hindu nation
state.194 The Indian political frame of rule is tricky and confounding at very same time. At centre
India operates with the principle of composite culture and at regions the principle of
Majoritarianism equally applies. The power distribution, centralization of authority and
constellation of resource disbursement all take place through this dichotomous application of
majorito-regional democracy.195
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The authoritarian notion of democracy and its application at state centre relation is well
established. India growing regional autonomy is subjected to the vast limitations. Centre with
federated tinge intervenes at one or other point and ensures its upper hand.196 Predominantly centre
has an exclusive control over states, regions and its comprising federating units. The devolution
of power in the purview of consociationalism could not have been manifested as the liberal notion
of democracy presumes.
Conclusion
The dichotomous application of the devolution of power in the state-centre relationship of Indian
political frame of rule has brought profound implications over the political structure and systemic
variants of Indian politics and has lead it towards the perpetuation of authoritarian frame of rule.
The foundation and application of authoritarian rule during and after Indara’s rule with the rise of
phenomenon of Prime Ministerial Secretariat has long established and fortified the roots of
authoritarianism in Indian political landscape. Recent rise of Modi is also envisaged in the
authoritarian purview.

This personalization of rule becomes a structural hindrance in the

devolution of power to the states at local level. Centre remains extensively powerful while states
at the receiving end.
Authority in centrality and entirety has remained intact as the governing principle of India’s polity
even today. India claims to be a devolutionary state with a transfer of power from centre to the
regions and states yet the power of authority, in its real manifestation lies with the centre and states
are at the receiving end. In its practicality India today is governed through a make shift majoritarian
principle which emphasizes on the national development and rebuilding economy but notion of
interpretation lies with the preferences of numerically superiority and this is where India in general
can still be termed as an authoritarian state.
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